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REGARDING	
  ‘ŌH‘IA	
  RUST	
  
	
  
‘Ōhi‘a	
  rust	
  (Puccinia	
  psidii),	
  also	
  known	
  as	
  guava	
  rust,	
  is	
  a	
  disease	
  that	
  can	
  kill	
  ‘ōhi‘a	
  
trees	
  and	
  other	
  plants	
  in	
  the	
  myrtle	
  family.	
  ‘Ōhi‘a	
  rust	
  can	
  enter	
  Hawai‘i	
  by	
  
hitchhiking	
  on	
  imported	
  plants	
  and	
  plant	
  parts	
  in	
  the	
  myrtle	
  family.	
  Agriculture	
  
inspectors	
  have	
  intercepted	
  ‘ōhi‘a	
  rust	
  on	
  common	
  myrtle	
  in	
  imported	
  flower	
  
bouquets,	
  although	
  any	
  plant	
  material	
  in	
  the	
  myrtle	
  family,	
  including	
  eucalyptus	
  
foliage	
  and	
  wax	
  flowers,	
  could	
  also	
  bring	
  in	
  the	
  rust.	
  
	
  
Like	
  the	
  flu	
  virus,	
  there	
  are	
  different	
  strains	
  of	
  ‘ōhi‘a	
  rust.	
  One	
  strain	
  of	
  the	
  rust	
  has	
  
already	
  arrived	
  in	
  Hawai‘i	
  and	
  it	
  quickly	
  killed	
  rose	
  apple	
  trees	
  across	
  the	
  state,	
  while	
  
‘ōhi‘a	
  and	
  other	
  local	
  Myrtaceae	
  showed	
  lesser	
  susceptibility.	
  However,	
  additional	
  
arrivals	
  of	
  any	
  strains	
  of	
  this	
  rust	
  could	
  pose	
  a	
  very	
  real	
  threat	
  to	
  the	
  survival	
  of	
  ‘ōhi‘a	
  
trees,	
  which	
  comprise	
  80%	
  of	
  Hawai‘i’s	
  native	
  forest	
  (nearly	
  1,000,000	
  acres).	
  To	
  
protect	
  ‘ōhi‘a	
  and	
  the	
  water	
  that	
  is	
  provided	
  by	
  a	
  healthy	
  ecosystem,	
  the	
  Hawai‘i	
  
Department	
  of	
  Agriculture	
  will	
  be	
  proposing	
  new	
  rules	
  restricting	
  the	
  importation	
  of	
  
myrtle	
  family	
  plants,	
  produce,	
  and	
  cut	
  flowers	
  via	
  the	
  rulemaking	
  process.	
  
	
  
Recommendation:	
  We	
  recommend	
  that	
  the	
  Council	
  support	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  
rule	
  to	
  restrict	
  importation	
  of	
  plants	
  in	
  the	
  Myrtle	
  family	
  into	
  Hawai‘i.	
  We	
  also	
  
recommend	
  that	
  the	
  Council	
  support	
  a	
  program	
  promoting	
  locally	
  grown	
  alternatives	
  
to	
  high-­‐risk	
  imports,	
  including	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Myrtaceae	
  family.	
  
	
  
Action:	
  Unanimously	
  approved.	
  

	
  
	
  
NEIL	
  ABERCROMBIE	
  
Governor	
  
	
  
SHAN	
  TSUTSUI	
  
Lieutenant	
  Governor	
  
	
  

Hawai‘i	
  Invasive	
  
Species	
  Council	
  

	
  
VOTING	
  MEMBERS	
  
DLNR:	
  William	
  Aila,	
  Jr.	
  
DOA:	
  Russell	
  Kokubum	
  
DOH:	
  Loretta	
  Fuddy	
  
UH:	
  MRC	
  Greenwood	
  
DBEDT:	
  Richard	
  Lim	
  
DOT:	
  Glenn	
  Okimoto	
  
	
  
PARTICIPANTS	
  
DEPARTMENTAL	
  
DCCA:	
  Keali`i	
  Lopez	
  
DHHL:	
  Alapaki	
  Nahale-­‐a	
  
DOD:	
  Maj.	
  Gen.	
  Darryll	
  
Wong	
  

SENATORS	
  
J.	
  Kalani	
  English	
  
Clarence	
  Nishihara	
  
Gilbert	
  Kahele	
  
Ronald	
  Kouchi	
  

REPRESENTATIVES	
  
Mele	
  Carroll	
  
Mark	
  Hashem	
  
Derek	
  Kawakami	
  
Clift	
  Tsuji	
  

COUNTIES	
  
Alan	
  Arakawa	
  
Kirk	
  Caldwell	
  
Bernard	
  Carvalho	
  
William	
  Kenoi	
  

FEDERAL	
  
U.S.	
  Dept	
  of	
  the	
  Interior	
  
U.S.	
  Dept	
  of	
  Defense	
  
U.S.	
  Dept	
  of	
  Agriculture	
  

	
  


