Hawaii Invasive Species Council
Strategic Interagency Funding

What is the HISC?

The HISC is an interagency board comprised of the directors or designees of six State agencies:
the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Department of Agriculture (HDOA),
Department of Health (DOH), Department of Transportation (HIDOT), Department of Business,
Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT), and the University of Hawai‘i (UH). HISC
members provide cabinet-level direction on invasive species issues with input from members
of the State Legislature, federal and county partners, and the public. One of the ways the HISC
strategically advances invasive species prevention and control is to develop an annual
interagency budget for research programs and partnerships that fill gaps between and advance
beyond existing State programs.

How do HISC funds work?

HISC funds are an interagency resource that is meant to complement existing State programs
such as agricultural inspection, forestry and wildlife management, and control of vectors of
human disease. Funding for existing core programs at individual agencies is critical in order to
provide the base infrastructure for invasive species prevention and control in Hawai‘i.

Because invasive species are a complex, cross-sector problem, HISC funds help fill the gaps
between agency mandates and make strategic advances in prevention and control.
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How are HISC funds disbursed?

HISC funds are provided by the State Legislature and appropriated to DLNR (the administrative
host of the HISC). The HISC releases a call for proposals, highlighting interagency priorities for
invasive species work in a given fiscal year. State, federal, and county government offices,
including the UH System, then apply to the HISC for project funds. An interagency panel
reviews project proposals at a series of meetings to prepare a recommended budget for review
by the Council. All meetings are open to the public, and input from legislators on the budget is
encouraged. After Council approval, HISC support staff at DLNR administer the interagency
budget and work closely with project leaders to ensure success.
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In FY15, the legislature provided $5.75M in interagency project funding to the HISC.
Here are some of the critical projects that funding supports.

Biocontrol Data, Technology, & Other O‘ahu Projects

* Continued + Online reporting system development * Assistance with coqui frog control
miconia research * Herbicide ballistic technology * Goat eradication in the Ko‘olau Mtns

* New research for *  Training for brown tree snake response * Island-wide control of miconia, devil
albizia weed, tibouchina, and other plants

* Invasive plant control in Natural Area
Reserves
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Core support for the Hawaii Ant Lab

Pilot program to train detector dogs for
enhanced Little Fire Ant detection

Support for statewide response to Little Fire
Ants

Funds for new research on Little Fire Ant
biology and control methods

Kaua‘i Projects based control of coqui
* Detection and control of mongoose
* Control of miconia, fireweed, pampas

grass, ivy gourd, and other plants
* Response to other pests including

Jackson’s chameleon and rose-ringed

parakeet



