Pacific Engagement Working Group Notes - July 10, 2015
Leads: 
Pacific Engagement: Nancy Lewis, Failautusi Avegalio (East West Center)
Pacific Ocean Event: Taholo Kami (IUCN Oceania)
One Canoe: Eric Co (Castle Foundation)
Attending July 10 meeting: Nancy Lewis, Eric Co, Michael Cain, Shaun Campbell, Rodney Salm, Mike Lameier, Pei-Luen Lu, Athline Clark, John DeLay, Jerry Finin, Dr. Takiora Ingram

Key Points
1.  We want to highlight voices of Hawaii – but also very specifically include Pacific voices from beyond our shores – underscore our connection to the rest of the Pacific and beyond
2. We are discussing/planning both formal submissions to the Forum – initial ideas are listed in the notes (and the organizers suggested that we might be most successful if we partner with other groups) and other activities during( or before & after) the WCC at the Pavilion

Discussion

1. We need to recognize different Pacific voices
a. At 35,000 feet: politicians and leaders who focus on policy. 
b. On the ground: the community, and a focus on indigenous management of resources
3. Challenge: How do we integrate the voices of those with their heads in the clouds with those with their feet on the ground?
4. Get different voices at the table, and find resonance among them
5. Resolutions from IUCN can support local and Pacific Island initiatives. We can provide guidance and focus.
6. How do we facilitate Pacific Island submittals? How many submittals should we aim for? 
7. Challenge: How do we ensure that Pacific voices are heard?
8. What is the appropriate forum for each submittal?
a. Workshops – two-hour interactive facilitated workshops
b. Knowledge Café – two-hour roundtable discussions involving up to 12 people
c. Posters
d. Conservation Campus – Half or full day interactive training and capacity building events
e. Hawai‘i Pavilion
f. Social Event
9. Submissions based on the power of the collaborative. How are these connected, how are they cemented together? 
10. We need to expand the network, bring other island leaders to the table.

Ideas for Submissions
1. Environmental education for Pacific Island children
2. Regional Conservation Challenges  
a. Get key players together in the room: Micronesian, Caribbean, CTI, Two Samoas, Western Indian Ocean, Hawai‘i Aloha Plus, & Polynesian Challenges
b. History
c. How it works: Governance and Structure
d. Progress reports
e. Measures effective conservation
f. Sustainable financing
g. Lessons learned
h. Next steps
3. Community-based management and traditional knowledge / indigenous science
a. Need both to build on community-based resource management frameworks and to reinforce and strengthen these as they are slowly being weakened or lost: what are their strengths and weaknesses and challenges of effective implementation?
b. Effective ways to marry indigenous knowledge and practice with modern science to address the emerging issues of the times: what are the limitations of indigenous knowledge and science and what can modern science add?
c. Call for case studies of successful examples of both of the above – how are these adopted and implemented? 
4. Practical climate adaptation for island nations
a. What are the constraints of addressing climate change impacts in small island, especially Pacific Island states?
b. How is climate change being addressed by communities: what are the tools and approaches, and are they effective?
c. Call for case studies of effective and community appropriate green versus grey climate change adaptation approaches or the use of natural rather than engineered solutions and is there a place and time to deploy hybrid solutions?
5. Promise to Pae‘aina (Eric Co)
a. Support for the world voyage
b. This is the first time the World Congress has a sub-national host; we should call attention to this
c. How will existing commitments mesh with potential commitments?
d. Introduce new voices, create non-traditional partnerships
6. The psychological aspects of conservation

Calendar
· [bookmark: _GoBack]3 pm Tuesday, July 28 – Next working group meeting.  DLNR Conference Room, 1151 Punchbowl, Honolulu.   

· July 31 – Mission statement due
· August 3-6 - Hawai‘i Conservation Conference, Hilo
· Sept 5 – IUCN leaders in Hawai‘i. Have working group plans fleshed out by then
· October 18 – Submittals due
· mid November – Notification if a proposal has been accepted, merged, declined, or put on hold pending modification.
· December 30 – modifications (if needed) are due
· January 2016 – First draft of the forum agenda published
· September 1-10, 2015 - World Conservation Congress 



Proposed starting point for Mission Statement (Shaun)

It is our biocultural diversity—an interpenetrating diversity of species and human cultural traits—that, all together and through their inextricable links, has contributed to shape the landscapes and seascapes that we are part of today. In recognition of our interconnectedness and common fate, we declare a need for greater recognition, respect, and use of indigenous and local knowledge alongside conventional scientific knowledge in making decisions about sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystems. We see a need to recognize and integrate different, parallel systems of knowledge from conventional science and local and traditional ecological knowledge, recognizing and affirming that indigenous and local knowledge can provide complementary perspectives, borne from long periods of shared observation and experimentation that are often lacking in conventional scientific knowledge. Local and traditional ecological knowledge are particularly necessary to enable international assessments that are tailored to local understanding and needs. Such needs could be met by collating and integrating parallel knowledge systems relevant to collaboratively defined problems and to support joint analyses, evaluation, decision-making, and cooperative action. We believe that with indigenous and local understandings combined with modern scientific insights, we can adapt to a changing planet and surmount the most pressing problems facing us and generations hence.
