IUCN World Congress Hawai‘i Program Committee
Pacific Engagements Working Group
September 30, 2015 – Meeting Summary

Present: Nicole Forrester, Anu Hittle, Jana Kaopuika, Natalie Farinholt, Tusi Avegalio, Takiora Ingram, Nancy Lewis, Alex Connelly, Brenda Asuncion, Kevin Chang, Michael Cain, Sam Lemmo

WebEx / Call-in: Michael Lameier, LorMorna Meredith, Serge Marcil

AGENDA
1.      Brief Introductions  
2.      Update from IUCN visit	
3.      Report on Committee Chairs meeting
4.      Reports on submissions for formal Forum participation
5.      Creative ideas to enhance Pacific Engagement
6.      Activities after October 15
7.      Other Business

IUCN VISIT
The IUCN Congress Preparatory Council members were on island from September 15-18. They were were able to inspect the facilities at the Hawai’i Convention Center and a few of the hotels which are being used for their housing block.  They were also able to experience an outrigger canoe ride - and to visit Kawai Nui and the Ulupō Heiau during their short visit.
The members walked away satisfied that Hawai’i is capable of handling the Congress next year.  
They are still working on refining the thematic framework for the Congress sessions - We will update everyone when this has been completed.
There are no updates at the moment on the Pacific Summit 
Taholo Kami is scheduled to return to Hawai’i in November.

REPORTS ON SUBMISSIONS
There is conflicting information online regarding the final deadline for submissions. Per the host committee: the true deadline is October 15
People who are still looking for IUCN partners should email Alex Roy at ajroy1@gmail.com
People who’ve started their submittals report that the most time consuming aspect is contacting IUCN partners. They also urge everyone to save their drafts often!
IUCN will provide two hours of consultation with profession facilitators for successful proposals. The Host Committee is also working on identifying local professionals to assist.
Members of the Pacific Engagements group are working a number of submittals. Some are close to being completed, while some are in the early stages of development. If you’d like to assist, or be involved in any way on specific proposals, please contact the leads directly – this is an excellent way to be involved in the Congress.  

Parallel Event: A three day event for cultural practitioners will be held prior to the main Congress.  Kua will help with care for attendees.
Contact: Kevin Chang, Executive Director, Kua'āina Ulu 'Auamo
kevin@kuahawaii.org
______________________
Workshop: The role of place-based education in climate adaptation strategies  
Contact: Nicole Forrester, CEO of PREL (Pacific Resources for Education and Learning)
forrester@prel.org
______________________
Workshop: Revitalizing the role of traditional/indigenous aquaculture  
Contact: Brenda Asuncion, Loko I'a Coordinator, Kua'āina Ulu 'Auamo
Brenda@kuahawaii.org
______________________
Workshop:  Bio-cultural creativity and traditional knowledge documentation in the Pacific
Bio-cultural and creative practices are powerful tools for achieving conservation outcomes.  In the Pacific, there is a wealth of traditional knowledge and wisdom in local communities, however, much of this is becoming lost and forgotten.  By supporting local communities to document and continue transmitting important traditions and practices to younger generations, the links between cultures, people and their environment can be strengthened.
Two initiatives will be presented via audiovisual material, storytelling and performance:
1. Traditional Entertainment & Kastom Support (TEKS) in Vanuatu – a grassroots movement in Vanuatu working with rural communities to revive and maintain biocultural knowledge and practices through supporting them and co-producing creative multimedia content.  Women’s water music performers from Gaua island will share their stories and perform songs that connect them to their environment.
1. TK Notebooks in Papua New Guinea 
Contact: Tommy Dick; Further Arts, Vanuatu
tommyd@theplanetspins.com
______________________
Workshop: Listen to Young Voices: Engaging Pacific Youth as Future Environmental and Cultural Leaders and Communicators through Creative Expression
The future of conservation and environmental leadership lies firmly in the hands of future generations. This workshop is designed for young environmental and cultural leaders, with a focus on indigenous women, to share innovative conservation communication tools, programs, and experiences.
The desired outcomes of the session are to share environmental communications initiatives from Hawaii and the Pacific region with the world so others can learn from our experiences and establish similar communications initiatives in their countries. These include successful techniques and tools for expressing the concerns and views of young people, women and indigenous people on environmental and cultural issues through creative writing, poetry (My Hawaii Student Story contest), performance poetry (Kathy Jetnil-Kiljiner spoken-word artis and otherst), film-making (Hiki No, student-led news show, PBS Hawaii) and music composition (Hawaii Volcanoes National Park chant/song initiative).  It will provide a creative space to discuss and exchange ideas with help from a professional facilitator. We will engage the audience by showcasing young creative writers and performance poets, film-makers and music composers who will express their environmental concerns using powerful and engaging tools and technologies
Contact: Dr. Takiora Ingram, Executive Director, Pacific Writers Connection
tingram.raro@gmail.com
______________________
 Workshop: Incorporating Climate Adaptation into Agency-Level Planning in the Pacific Islands Region
Contact: Dr. Laura Brewington, East-West Center fellow.
BrewingL@EastWestCenter.org
______________________
Workshop or Knowledge Café: What does 'living shoreline' mean for Pacific and tropical island settings?
Contact: Ruby Pap, Hawaii Shore and Beach Preservation Association
rpap@hawaii.edu
______________________
In development: The education team from Promise to Pae‘aina is working on a submittal.  
Contact: LorMona Meredith, Promise to Pae 'Aina o Hawai'i Coordinator
lormona@pvshawaii.org
______________________

Workshop:  Regional Conservation Challenges and Initiatives: How are we doing?
Purpose: Bring together representatives from established and developing regional conservation initiatives (Micronesia Challenge, Caribbean Challenge, Hawaii Aloha Plus Challenge, Coral Triangle Initiative, Two Samoa Initiative and others) where multiple countries are collaborating towards achieving conservation goals and for each initiative discuss:
Contact: Michael Lameier, PIMPAC Co-Coordinator and Fisheries LAS Coordinator
michael.lameier@noaa.gov
______________________

CREATIVE IDEAS TO ENHANCE PACIFIC ENGAGEMENT  
The group had many questions regarding the public access, youth access, and the Pavilions. Here is an update based upon talks with June Matsumoto (Director of Planning and Program Coordination, WCC National Host Committee/Hawai`i) and Michelle Cartin (Deputy Forum Manager, IUCN):
The pavilions and exhibition booths will be located in the Exhibit Hall on the first floor.  While they weren’t open to the public in Jeju, they will definitely be open on a daily basis to the public in Hawai‘i. This is one of the ways IUCN hopes to attract new audiences for the Congress.
The IUCN thematic pavilions will be:
· Protected areas
· Water
· Business & biodiversity
· Species
· Oceans
· Forests
· Hawaii & the Pacific
There are no plans currently for a Hawai‘i-only Pavilion.
The Exhibit Hall is approximately 200,000 square feet. The Hawai‘i-Pacific Pavilion will have approximately 2000 square feet to work with.
There will also be a “WCC on the Beach” that will be open to the public.  The pavilions and the beach area are the places that will be most suitable for kids, storytelling, and other general conservation awareness activities.
For the Congress, there will be a preferential rate (15% discount) for youth, speakers, one-day passes, and kama‘āina.
There will also be Pavilions on the third floor only open to conference attendees; these spaces will be paid for by private parties / organizations. 
Part of the on-going discussion between the host committee and the IUCN is on whether there will be a charge for groups to use space at the Pavilion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Michell Cartin will be meeting with the recently appointed IUCN Pavilion managers next week. She will keep us posted on the agenda development of the pavilions once the Focal Points start working on it. 


OPEN QUESTIONS – We’re still researching the answers to the following:
· Will the Pacific Summit be open, or will it be focused on Pacific Island leaders?
· How will finances work, and can a representative from the funding committee meet with the Pacific Engagements group?
· Will we be able to work with the outdoor space along the Ala Wai canal?
· Will groups be able to sell products at the Pavilion?


IMPORTANT LINKS
Congress registration: http://www.iucnworldconservationcongress.org/take-part/register.
Call for technical reviewers: http://iucnworldconservationcongress.org/programme/forum/selection-forum-events-process
Congress portal: https://portals.iucn.org/congress/forum/about
Shared Google Drive folder (meeting notes, advice on submittals, IUCN background, etc):  https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B8Vu5qiav9BufkNCaDNCNVpYSzd6NEVmUVdVRldpR3o0amxKSEJ4aFlxUDBTdFo2RjRLeWs&usp=sharing


NEXT MEETING: 3 pm Wednesday, October 21, DLNR Board Room

