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Description of Logo 

The picture describes the meaning and cultural significance of the Hawaii 

State Aha Moku.  It was an oil painting by Oliver Kinney, a native Hawaiian 

artist.  Oliver painted what was explained to him verbally of the vision of 

John Kaimikaua, the founder of the Hawaii State Aha Moku in 2006. 

• Kanaloa, the sea god reaching up from the depths of the ocean to 

land representing the ahupua’a. He is holding the wana (sea urchin) 

in his hand.  The wana represents the “truth” of the native Hawaiian 

people (the tongues in the wana internally, and the protective 

spikes externally represent how the truth of the people are always 

protected). 

• The two fish, the opelu and the ahi represent the two seasons of 

the Hawaiian culture, the dry and the wet season. 

• The opihi represents how the people are “stuck” to their truths. 

• All traditional practices originate at night using a lunar calendar. 

• In the left hand corner of the picture is a scattering of stars 

representing the Makahiki – a time of peace. 

• The moon is kane -  a time for prayer, good fishing. 



Hawaii State Aha Moku Logo 
 

3 
 

•  


