
Anchoring 

 Anchor on sandy areas 

 Do not anchor on corals or other 

reef structures 

 Make sure anchor is secure 

 Dragged anchors can damage     

corals and substrate 

On the Reef 

 Walking on the reef can damage reef 

structure 

 Be careful to avoid bumping or kicking 

the surroundings when swimming 

 Corals are fragile and easily       

broken 

 Avoid stirring up sediments 

 Sediments can settle on corals and 

smother them 

 Do not grab or touch corals, urchins, sea 

turtles, algae, or other organisms 

 Marine life is protected by law 

 It can be dangerous to handle     

marine life 

 Invasive algae can be spread by   

broken fragments  

A Guide to Kaneohe Bay’s Patch Reefs 

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Division of Aquatic Resources 
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Green Sea Turtle (Honu) 

Protected by law  

Finger coral 

Common in Kaneohe Bay 

 

Collector urchin 

Native, consumes invasive algae 

Banded urchin (wana) 

Long spines can be dangerous 

Rice coral 

Common in Kaneohe Bay 

Smothering seaweeds  

Invasive: Overtakes reefs, spreads by fragmentation 

Reefs are , and very fragile 
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