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INTERIM REPORT ON
 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 89, 2001 Regular Session

Requesting a Report on the Development of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve Operations Plan and
Clarification of the State’s Role and Responsibilities

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

This report is submitted in compliance with Senate Concurrent Resolution No. (SCR)
89, adopted by the Twenty-First Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session
2001.  The Resolution requests the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
to keep the Legislature apprised on the development of the Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands (NWHI) Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve (Reserve) Operations Plan and clarify
the State’s role and any specific management responsibilities.

BACKGROUND

The NWHI Reserve was established by President Clinton on December 4, 2000, by
Executive Order (EO) 13178/13196.  The Reserve is adjacent to the seaward boundaries
of State of Hawaii waters and extends approximately 1,200 nautical miles long and 100
miles wide.  The purpose of the Reserve is to manage and facilitate coordination
among federal and state agencies with management responsibilities for the lands,
waters and native biota that are dependent on these resources including several
threatened and endangered species.  The EO called on the Secretary of Commerce, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Interior and the Governor of Hawaii, to develop
a Reserve Operations Plan to govern the management of the Reserve.  The EO directed
the Secretary of Commerce to appoint a 24-member Coral Reef Ecosystem Advisory
Council, including one voting representative from the State of Hawaii as appointed
by the Governor.  Governor Cayetano appointed Mr. Timothy E. Johns to be his
representative to the Advisory Council.

RESPONSE TO S.C.R. 89

Current Status:
When President Bush took office, one of the initial Executive Directives issued by the
White House was a review of all EO issued by the Clinton Administration during his
last year in office.  EO 13178/13196, which created the NWHI Reserve was included in
this review.  To date the EO creating the Reserve is still under review by the Bush
Administration.  Concerns have arisen over some of the conservation measures
outlined in the EO especially as they relate to managing fisheries resources in federal



waters and the limits to vessel discharges.

A preliminary draft of the Reserve Operations Plan was released in May 2001 to
Federal and State agencies with management responsibilities for the waters of the
NWHI.  A copy of the draft plan was also circulated among the NWHI Reserve
Advisory Council.  Comments from the Advisory Council and the Federal and State
agencies were compiled and sent back to Washington, D.C. with the preliminary draft
plan.  Until such time as the review by the Bush Administration is completed, a final
draft Reserve Operations Plan will not be released for further public comment or
agency review.

While the timing is unknown on when the decision on the Reserve will be
forthcoming from the Bush Administration, the Department of Commerce will move
forward to hold scoping meetings on the potential for the Reserve to become a
National Marine Sanctuary.  These meetings will likely take place in February, 2002.
It is hoped that the review of the EO by the Bush Administration is completed by this
point as the Reserve Operations Plan will form the basis for the development of a
Sanctuary Management Plan.

State Initiatives:
DLNR is moving forward with the designation of all State waters in the NWHI as a
Fisheries Management Area.  Public hearings on this designation and management
framework are set to begin in early January, 2002.  DLNR has also been in negotiation
with the Department of Commerce to sign a Memorandum of Agreement to provide
resources to the State to assist DLNR in management of State waters and to support
Commerce during the Sanctuary designation process.  This Memorandum was
recently signed by both parities.








