
Identification of brown sharks in Hawai‘i 

Species

3.Coastal blacktip

1.Oceanic whitetip

Code for
CML

Habitat

4.Galapagos 

Fin coloration Dorsal Fin shape size
orientation Behavior Body coloration

2.

3.

4.

1.

Silky

Galapagos

Coastal blacktip

Oceanic whitetip

None

Obvious white
mottling at the
tips of dorsal, pec
& caudal fins

Black tips on all
fins except the
anal fin

Fin is large, mottled white
patch, broadly rounded with
paddle like pectoral fins.

Dorsal fin moderately large
and pointed , the trailing edge
leads straight down to the body
at a 90 degreeangle, dorsal fin
starts over pec fin midpoint

They look & feel silky

CCG

FAL

CCL

OCS

Coastal
Deep water near deep reefs
Sometimes found around FADs

Coastal
Near deep reefs
Sometimes found around FADs

Offshore over deep water
Often in association with floating
objects and FADs

Offshore over deep water
Often in association with floating
objects and FADs

Anal and lower
caudal fins dusky

Dorsal fin is tall and crescent
shaped with small black tip

Dorsal fin low and rounded,
insertion point is well behind the
pec fins. Finlet on second dorsal
fin very long

Can be schooling

Small groups
Surface oriented,
Will approach vessel
Can be with whale sharks &
pilot whales

Surface oriented,
Will approach vessel
Can be with whale sharks &
pilot whales
Can be schooling

Can be schooling

Bronze to brownish
Can have pinkish hue
or be grey

Brownish-grey
Above fin tips dusky,
not black or white
White band on flank

Brownish-bronze body
with obvious mottled
white patches on fins

Grey to brownish
Obvious white band on
the flank
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(Carcharhinus limbatus)

(Carcharhinus longimanus)

(Carcharhinus galapagensis)

Information provided by Hawai‘i
Community Tagging Program.

 Illustrations by Marc Dando.
 

For more information email: 
PSPHawaii@gmail.com

2.Silky (Carcharhinusfalciformis)


