AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2022

POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | DEMOGRAPHICS

WHAT IS YOUR AGE? WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

65+ 71
55-64
45-54
35-44
25-34
18-24

11-17

Under 11 |2

0 100 200 300 400
m # OF RESPONDENTS (1,387 TOTAL)

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS PROJECT?

>07% 'OTHER' included

477% hearing about the
project through

30% school (132 of
respondents), as well
as through work, the
banners posted, the
and the radio (each
under 5 respondents).

40% -

20% -

10% -

0% -

Social Friends or State Parks Internet Newspaper Flyer Press Other
Media family website surfing Release

m % OF RESPONDENTS (924 TOTAL)

WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE BEST WAYS TO ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN THIS
OUTREACH EFFORT?

'OTHER" RESPONSES

Social Media

[N
co

More/better signage

State Parks website

[EEN
o

Educational events/media

Word of mouth Partner with local groups/business

Volunteer opportunities/requirements

Radio ads

Beach cleanups/workdays

Pop-up events In-person meetings

_ Door to door/in-person outreach
Ads in the newspaper

Digital advertising

Flyers at central locations Hire local artists/ambassadors

Better/more accesible surveys

N
NN NN NN
o) o

Virtual meetings and workshops

0 5 10
m # OF RESPONSES

[N
O

20
Banners

Respondents also mentioned ideas for longer term
outreach including required airline/hotel videos (10
respondents) and having a ranger/check-in station,
charging users, making an activities center, and
cultural sensitivity training (each under 3
respondents). Sentiments of not advertising to the

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% public at all and restricting the park to locals only
m % OF RESPONDENTS (929 TOTAL) were also shared (each under 3 respondents).

Email blasts

Post cards

Other




AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2022

POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | PARK VISITATION

HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT POLIHALE STATE PARK?

More than once a week
Once a week
| have only been a few times
Never 7%
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

m % OF RESPONDENTS (1,323 TOTAL)

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN DURING A VISIT TO POLIHALE STATE PARK?
(select all that apply)

‘OTHER" RESPONSES
Beachgoing

[N
[N

Kayaking

Swimming Napali access (boat

launch/landing)

[EEN
[N

| Clearing
Camping mind/Meditation/Relaxing

Clean up/Restoration

Picnicking/group gathering (day

only)
Diving/Snorkeling
rishing Shell collecting
Surfing Visit family graves
Body boarding
Sightseeing

Family gathering

Hiking/exercise Subsistence Gathering

- . S fishi
Cultural activities/caretaking pearfishing

Bird watching

Religious practices [}
Botanizing

Hunting 4 = Goat, Deer, Pig, Birds Crabbing

N N N N
.
1N 1N
(6]

Soccer
Other [}
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m % OF RESPONDENTS (1,323 TOTAL) m# OF RESPONSES
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POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | CULTURAL RESOURCES

ARE THERE SPECIFIC CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE

REGARDING THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF POLIHALE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
STATE PARK? (open response*) POLIHALE STATE PARK?

oDriving on the beach (47)
 Most supported driving on the beach or were concerned and interested
IN making it more respectful/safe (36) while some thought there should
be no driving on the beach (11)

Protection of the dunes (41)
_ittering and vandalism (34)

oldeas for management of the park/protection of cultural resources:
e Signage marking sensitive areas (30)

e Provide education to park users (29)

* Increased enforcement (25)

 Boundaries/access restrictions (18)

e Access point/gate (7)

* More restrooms/facilities (7) and better maintenance (2)

e Entry fees — some mentioned fees for tourists only (5) while others thought all should be charged (1)
e Limited access including periodic closures (5)

* Volunteer/engagement opportunities (4)

oOveruse (8)

oAccess road
 Some believed the road should be fixed (5) while others showed general concern (2) or wanted to leave the road as
is (1)
oCamping
 Many respondents wanted to keep camping on the beach (3), others wanted more camping permits available (2), no
camping (2), or camping for locals only (1)
o Tourists/Newcomers vs. Locals

« Some mentioned that the park should be for locals only (4) while others mentioned that there were too many
tourists or the tourists were disrespectful (4), and that there should not be any more enforcement of locals (1)

o Decisions should be made by Native Hawaiians (5)
olmportance of boat ramp/access (2)
o There should not be homeless people there (1)

© O

DO YOU KNOW OF ANY CULTURAL/HISTORIC RESOURCES AT POLIHALE STATE PARK?

(open response**)

. | "I was taught by my Tutu and great
| grew up being told stories of Aunties and Uncle about this place. We
NO/NOTHING where not to go and certain have sacred ties to the hula pa,
SH9A2F;)ED pIac.es that were considered 3 freshwater springs, fishing sites and the
heiau” or temple. € | dunesat Polihale’

"Pahapaha grows in the waters near Polihale. A wreat\h
made from pahapaha can fade and dry out, but when
soaked in water, it will revive to its original freshness.
Only the pahapaha from Polihale does this. According
to mythology, Na-maka-o-Kaha'i, sister of Pele and
Goddess of the Ocean, blessed Polihale's pahapaha

6 N Qvith this special quality." /
"I know that there are a lot of burials at Polihale and
the reason being that when the sun set in the west it

Slgmfled the endmg of life so a lot of Native ancestors *296 comments were received, 65 respondents asked not to share their

were buried down there, and the winter waves would responses. Those responses are not included in the summary
**9/ comments were received, 29 respondents asked not to share their

eventua”y take the bones out to Po ‘Aina.” @_ responses. Those responses are not included in the summary

“Leina-a-ke-akua,
place where the

spirits leaped in to
the nether world."

/|

"There used to be lots of
spring water that would
flow through Polihale."

9 = number of responses that mentioned the underlined topic
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POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | NATURAL RESOURCES

ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF POLIHALE STATE PARK?

ARE THERE SPECIFIC CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE REGARDING
THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF POLIHALE STATE PARK?

(open response)

O
~

Protect the dune ecosystem/native species

N
U1

Driving on beach/dunes

Trash/Pollution

N
AN

Community knowledge/awareness/signage

O

More enforcement

General preservation

N
[HEEN

Ocean and water resources/restoration

=
N

Restrooms/facility maintenance

(@)

Keep accessible

[EEEN
on

N

00 N
N
N

Limit access

 —

Subsistence hunting/gathering/fishing

=
)

Overcrowded
* General safety (3);

» Ocean safety (2);
e Reckless driving (2);
* Public safety/crime (2)

Human safety

l

Limit overnight camping
Overharvesting

Control feral/invasive species
Military use

Shoreline erosion

20 30 40 50 60

)
| —
)

# OF RESPONSES

Respondents also mentioned concerns for and interest in the cultural
resources at Polihale State Park (23 comments), concerns regarding the poor
quality of the access road (9 comments), the desire for volunteer
opportunities, wanting to camp without permits, and the sentiment that
there are too many rules and regulations (each under 5 comments).
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POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | ACCESS & MANAGEMENT

WHAT CONCERNS DO YOU HAVE, IF ANY, REGARDING THE ACCESS

OR MANAGEMENT OF POLIHALE STATE PARK?
(select all that apply)

Overuse/too busy

Degradation of important natural resources

Lack of educational opportunities regarding the
significance of the site

ARE YOU AWARE OF THE
POLIHALE STATE PARK RULES?

Degradation of important cultural resources
Poor road conditions

Illegal activities

Lack of facilities

Safety

Not enough parking

| don't have any concerns

Signhage

Other concerns/elaboration

0% 10% 207% 30% 40% 507

m 7% OF RESPONDENTS (942 TOTAL)

OTHER CONCERNS REGARDING ACCESS AND MANAGEMENT
OF POLIHALE STATE PARK RVING ONTHE BEACH

Respondents offered some specific
recommendations about driving on

Not enough enforcement/maintenance

Driving on beach/dunes the beach:
« Do not allow any cars on the
Cap or restrict access/camping zﬁgc\;\?d(fi?l/)ing o the beach for
Camping and access is too restricted camp setup and fishing, no driving
back and forth (2)
Prefer current road/parking conditions e Keep unlimited driving on the
beach (2)
Add fees for park use
Homeless/people living in the park ‘ ACCESS § CAMPING
. _ Respondents also offered some
Parties/drinking on the beach ‘ specific recommendations about
Wildlife 4 camping and access management:
e . e Control the number of tourists
Bad behavior on holidays/long weekends e[a)llowed tl? eGSOl Ca.mkl? (19)
e DO not allow any overnignht
Not enough campgrounds camping (3)
e Cap the amount of people
Against commercial uses allowed to enter the park (2)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
# OF RESPONSES
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POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY ResuLTs 2022 | MEMORIES

ARE THERE ANY MEMORIES, HISTORY, OR OTHER INFORMATION YOU ARE COMFORTABLE SHARING
ABOUT THE SITE?

(open response*)

Friends/family gathering

0 0]
[

Camping

Ul
Ol

Beautiful/peaceful/remote

Grew up there/visiting there

1N
N

Fishing/hunting/gathering

OTHER INFORMATION

Respondents also offered
some recommendations in
their responses:

 More enforcement (11)

Swimming/surfing

|

Visiting/caring for cultural resources

Family tradition/passing down knowledge 22 e Control driving on the beach
(8)

Ancestry/remains/connection to those who passed 13  More education and signhage
(7)

[EEN
W

Clearing invasive species/caring for ‘aina

o Keep the park open (5)

[EEN
W

o by S Y I
[N
N
N
(0)]
AN
O

Overcrowded/overuse Other recommendations with

less than 5 responses included
adding boardwalks for the hot
sand, improving the access
road, adding a green fee, no
use of pesticides and
herbicides in the park,
Intermittent closure, and
more bathrooms.

RN

No trash/overcrowding/disrespectful driving before
Wedding/anniversary
Boat access/Na Pall

Cars stuck in sand

Driving on the beach
Driving through access road

Photography

N

N

Never needed/shouldn’'t need camping permit

o

10 20 30 40 50 60 /0 80 90 100
# OF RESPONSES

QUOTES FROM /"I have been going to Polihale "\
RESPONDENTS "Growing up here as a child when since | was born. Our families
we would visit here, | could already would camp out under the stars
feel the energy was special. As an and enjoy the very dark sky for
adult, | now understand why." stargazing. You can't find many

\/ dark skies these days and being

able to enjoy the celestial

wonders is a true privilege.” /

Growing up as a child we
would camp there every
summer. It was safe for us
to run up and down the

‘I remember when it was
empty, quiet, and clean. As far
as my eyes could see, | was
surrounded by sand, a

mountain and a glimmering
blue clear ocean.”

/Camping in Polihale for a Whh
summer at a time would be the

best memories | have of Polihale.
Launching and beaching my
grandpa’s boat off the shore of
Polihale beach is a touchy
memory for me but will definitely
stick with me forever. Arriving to
the beach and being able to see
miles of clean, pristine, white,

sand available to us without "Creating lots of family memories beach. Nowadays, | feel
feeling worried about strangers with my children. Fishing, diving, people don't respect
and/or dangerous drivers. Also surfing, camping. Teaching them to Polihale the way it should
seeing everyone from our local take care of the land and learn how be respected.

community just enjoying our/ to provide for the ‘Ohana.”

Polihale amenities.” V

*292 comments were received, /9 respondents asked not to share their responses. Those responses are not included in the summary.
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POLIHALE STATE PARK INITIAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 2022 | OTRER THOUGHTS

ARE THERE ANY OTHER THOUGHTS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE?

g Manage access road
&
% Leave access road as IS
é Pave access road
Don't require permits for locals n
g Allow camping on beach
§ More camping permits RESPONSES WITH
Allow fires in designated areas RECOMMENDATIONS
Charge more/requlate non residents -
LSI'_E Charge more to everyone/entrance fee
Don't charge locals

Maintain access for everyone
é Maintain access for locals
B Regulate amount of people/access hours
_ Keep driving on beach with limitations/punishment _
é Keep driving on beach -
% No driving on beach
- Boardwalks/shade

More personnel/enforcement

More education
% More volunteer/participation opportunities
% Better facilities/maintenance -
) More signage
Add trash/recycling bins

- Protect/manage cultural and natural resources
=
O

Keep Polihale as is/don't overdevelop

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
# OF RESPONSES

OTHER RESPONSES:

o0 Many respondents expressed their support for this planning process and opportunity to provide
feedback (20)

o Many respondents also expressed their love for Polihale State Park (13) and how they are happy that it
reopened (2) while one respondent shared that they do not think Polihale is pleasant anymore (1)

o Desire for more government accountability (5)

o Ensure that the minority does not decide the outcome (3)
0 Other management plans were mentioned that respondents thought could help with developing this

one including:

 Ha'ena State Park/Ke'e Beach (8)
« Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve (2)
e Ka'ena Point State Park (1)
* New York examples including the

Hamptons, Montauk Point, Fire Island,
and Long Island (3)
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