


February 21, 2022 
 
To the Legacy Land Commission: 
 
From: Janet Britt, Grant Writer for Friends of Amy B H Greenwell Ethnobotanical 
Garden 
 
I am writing to personally express my support for the Legacy Land Conservation 
Commission and its mission.  I was the Hawaii Island Director for the Hawaiian Islands 
Land Trust from 2011-2017 and worked with your staff on several projects.  Most 
recently, I wrote the Legacy Land Grant application that was submitted in 2018 for the 
Friends of Amy B H Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden.  In large part due to your grant 
of $750,000, which provided the seed money to pursue other funding opportunities, we 
were able to successfully purchase the Garden from Bishop Museum in November 
2019.   Throughout the entire application process, I found your staff, in particular David 
Penn, to be always knowledgeable, considerate, prompt in responding to questions, and 
a pleasure to work with.  
 
I also want to express my support for the increase in revenue expenditures for the 
“Operation, Maintenance, and Management” budget.  Many people assume that the 
initial purchase of the land is the hard part; that is actually the easiest step because 
donors are excited to be part of conserving new lands.   Rather, it is the on-going costs 
of taking care of that land that is the most difficult part of any land conservation effort.  
Once an invasive plant species is removed, without constant vigilance, it comes back 
year after year.  So having a dedicated source of funding to help with the stewardship of 
protected lands is vital to maintaining the lands we love.  We must remember: 
 
He ali’i ka āina; he kauwā ke kanaka  
 
The land is chief; man is its servant. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Janet Britt, 77-213 Mahiehie St., Kailua-Kona, HI  96740; janetbritt50@gmail.com;  
808-937-1694 
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