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Introduction 

 

This report is presented to the Legacy Land Commission regarding the 2024 Legacy Land 

i 

 

  

Report Summary

Group Members: 
Group Leader: 
Group Purpose: 

Applicant: 



Application: 
Location (District/Island): i island
Total acreage:
Number of parcels: 
TMKs: County of Kauai - -009:069
Acquisition Type: 

 

Estimated Land 
Value  
Estimated Total 
Project Costs  
Funding request 
Estimated 
Matching Funds 

Day/Date/Time of Field Visit:  
Host(s) and Affiliation(s):  

Field Visit Summary

d Gail to the farm site 

enter the property. Ga
 

 



 
 
Gail and Clarence shared their passion for 

certified organic farm.    
 

nto farm 
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state.  
 

-  
 



Application Issues/Questions: 

a. .

efforts. 
2.  

a. . 

Assessment of Land Acquisition Priorities - :
   

   
               
              or 

 
     (2)  Lands that are in imminent danger of development; 

   
 

        or endangered species that 

   
 

     Lands that are unique and productive agricultural lands.  
 DOA review confirms ”the property s “Prime” agricultural land 

classification.”   
 
Assessment of Land Acquisition Criteria - -

 
(1)     

(2)    
 

(A)  
(B)  
(C)  
(D)  
(E)  
(F)  



(G)
(H) Agricultural  production; and
(I) Open spaces and scenic resources;

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)     -  
(7)   
(8)    Proportion of matching funds being leveraged; 
(9)     
(10)  
(11) Community support for  acquisition; 

(A) received several letters of support from the following 
Hawaii Farm Bureau, Hawaii Farmers Union United, 
Sen. Herbert Tim Richards, Cindy Evans, Hawaii 
Institute of Pacific Agriculture 

(12)  
(13) Connection to regional planning and protection efforts; and  

(A) Aligned with North Kohala Community Development 
Plan  

(14) Capacity for long-term management. 

 



Property Maps

 

Field Visit Photos 



 

 

 







LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP, FIELD VISIT REPORT 

Meeting 83, February 29, 2024 
 
Group Members: John Sinton, Kim Falinski, Kaui Lucas, Kanoe Wilson 
Group Leader: John Sinton 
Group Purpose: Investigate an application for a grant from the Land Conservation Fund 
 
Applicant: M lama Loko Ea Foundation 
Application:  
Partner: Trust for Public Land 
Location (District/Island): Hale  
Total acreage: 1.1 
Number of parcels: 2 
TMKs: 6-2-003:008 (0.56 acres), and a private roadway parcel (Loko Ea Place - 0.54 acres, 
TMK not assigned) 
Current zoning: Residential 
Acquisition Type: Fee Title, conservation easement to be held by CC Honolulu 
Current owner/Willing seller: Lili uokalani Trust 
 

Estimated Land Value ($) $1,500,000 
Estimated Total Project Costs ($) $1,534,000 
Funding request ($) $750,000 
Estimated Matching Funds ($, %) $784,800 (51%) 

 
Day/Date/Time of Field Visit: Monday, January 29, 2024, 10:00 AM-1 PM 
Host(s) and Affiliation(s): Rae DeCoito (MLEF), other MLEF staff and volunteers, Reyna 
Ramolete Hayashi (Trust for Public Land), Kamuela Kaapana (TPL) 
Group members present: John Sinton, Kim Falinski, Kaui Lucas, Kanoe Wilson 
 
Field Visit Summary: We met Rae DeCoito and other MLEF staff at the Loko Ea fishpond. 
Following introductions of all participants we walked around the fishpond complex, 
beginning with the native plant nursery, and proceeding past freshwater springs on the 
edge of the fishpond, eventually reaching the subject parcel on the south side of Loko Ea 
fishpond. Extensive erosion of the south bank was noted, along with equipment used to 
dredge the main pond area, with dredge spoil to remain on site and be used to shore up the 
eroding bank. Many 
modern steel gates. 
the pond. Although the subject property is documented 
summer home at Waialua, that structure has not survived. One concrete slab and other 
temporary structures are present. 
 
Application Issues/Questions: Loko Ea fishpond is part of the much larger, historic 
Ukoa-Loko Ea wetland complex. MLEF has stewarded the 12.7-acre fishpond area since 

2009 through 5-year leases from land owner B.P. Bishop Trust Estate, but currently has no 



legal access. MLEF -based cultural education and 
restoration. The two parcels on the south bank of the fishpond (the subject of this 
application) have been graded and are currently devoid of native vegetation. The area is 
surrounded by commercial and residential development. Acquisition of the subject parcels 

-
based education, and permanent presence as caretakers of Loko Ea. 

The following land acquisition criteria (  Administrative Rules § 13-140-39) are 
especially relevant to this application: 

(1) Exceptional value: 
(A) Unique aesthetic resources  historic site; ancient fishpond 
(B) Unique and valuable cultural or archaeological resources   
(C) Habitats for threatened or endangered species of flora, fauna, or aquatic resources 

(2) Lands that are in eminent danger of development 
(3) Lands that are in eminent danger of being modified, changed or used in a manner to 

diminish its value  subject parcels are surrounded by several examples of unfortunate 
development 

(4) Lands providing critical habitat for threatened or endangered species that are in eminent 
danger of being harmed or negatively impacted 

 
The following land acquisition priorities ( § 173A-2.6) are 
especially relevant to this application: 
      (2) Acquisition of interests or rights in land having value as a resouce to the State for the          
            preservation of the following: 

(A) Watershed protection 
(C) Habitat protection 
(D) Cultural and historical sites 
(G) Natural area 
 (I)   Open spaces and scenic resources 

      (3) Linkage of protected acreage of similar resources 
 (8) Proportion of matching funds being leveraged 
 (9) Urgency of need to acquire 
(11) Community support for acquisition 
(14) Capacity for long-term management 

  
 
 
 



LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION PERMITTED INTERACTION GROU  
Meeting 83, February 29, 2024, Agenda Item  2.E.

PUNA, HAWAI I ISLAND

Photo taken by Patrick Hart



Introduction 

 

This report is presented to the Legacy Land Commission regarding the 2024 Legacy Land 

i 

 

Report Summary 

Group Members: 
Group Leader: Kanoe Wilson
Group Purpose: 

Applicant: 
Application: Fee Title -



Location (District/Island): i island
Total acreage: 1
Number of parcels: 1
TMKs: County of Hawaii -5-011:001
Acquisition Type: 

(1) Fee Title 
Estimated Land 
Value ($) 

 

Estimated Total 
Project Costs ($) 

 

Funding request ($)
Estimated 
Matching Funds (%)

25%

Day/Date/Time of Field Visit:   
Host(s) and Affiliation(s):  

Field Visit Summary 
 

the property. 

The property is a one-acre 

-
aila

re 8).  

 

property has a  and lama 

ferns.     T      



native trees and species.  

Alex shared the vision of the 

 
 
Alex shared extensively on the 

germ
them resistant to lethal 

-

lease. 

T yan 

 

right conditions.   

 



other crops.

proper

yet.  

d crops of 

small crop left on the property. 



ran into the      forest. We 

Application Issues/Questions: 
1. Application does not list an

additional party to hold the 
.

2. .

anticipated for the match. 
 ity is 

. 
4. 

aila . 
 
Assessment of Land Acquisition Priorities  -2.6): 
     (1)  Land  

(A)  
              
           (C)   

 
     (2)  Lands that are in imminent danger of development; 
        

 
     (4)  

 
     (5)   are in 

 
     (6)   



DOA review that “the agricultural lands are not unique or productive as 
indicated by the soil quality and poor potential for intensive 
agricultural production.”  

Assessment of Land Acquisition Criteria -140-

(1)     
(2)    

 
(A) Watershed protection;
(B)  
(C)
(D)  
(E)  
(F)  
(G) 
(H) Agricultural  production; and

• However, refer to DOA comment above 
(I)  

(3)      
(4)      
(5)      
(6)     -  
(7)  Cost of acquisition; 

(A) The acre parcel is $37,000 
(8)     
(9)     
(10)  
(11) Community support for  acquisition; 

(A) received one letter of support from Hawaii Tropical 
Fruit Growers 

(12)  
(13) Connection to regional planning and protection efforts; and  

(A) Puna Community Development Plan focuses on 
agriculture as an important economic source in the 
district 

(14) Capacity for long-term management. 

 



Property Maps

 



Field Visit Photos

 




