BOARD PACKET-Legacy Land Conservation Commission Meeting 87, January 21, 2025

Agenda Item 2: FISCAL YEAR 2025 APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS
FROM THE LAND CONSERVATION FUND (LAND ACQUISTION)
PRESENTATION OF PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP REPORTS

TITLE

DISTRICT
ITEM APPLICANT ISLAND
2 A Hawaiian Kingdom Haneo‘o Fishpond Complex Hana
o Foundation Maui
Group (leader in bold): Jay Penniman, Beryl Blaich, Elizabeth Robinson, Kim Falinski
Bella Bond Foundation Kahalu‘u Nature Sanctuary ‘
2.B. Ko‘olaupoko
O‘ahu
Group (leader in bold): Alexandra Kelepolo, Kim Falinski, Christiane Lucas, John Sinton
North Shore Community - . Ko‘olauloa
2.C. Land Trust Ke Kipuka o Kalaeuila O‘ahu
(To be distributed at meeting)
Group (leader in bold): Christiane Lucas, Alexandra Kelepolo, John Sinton, Kanoe Wilson
DLNR - Division of Forestry . Ko‘olau, Hana
2D. and Wildlife East Maui Coastal Forest Maui
Group (leader in bold): Kim Falinski, Beryl Blaich, Jay Penniman, Elizabeth Robinson
2.E. Ho'ala Kealakekua Nui, Inc. Kokua Kealakekua Kona
Hawali'i
Group (leader in bold): Elizabeth Robinson, Alexandra Kelepolo, Kanoe Wilson, Beryl Blaich
2F. Makahanaloa Fishing Kawainui South Hilo
Association Hawal'i

Group (leader in bold): Kim Falinski, Alexandra Kelepolo, Jay Penniman, Elizabeth Robinson

2G.

Ka ‘Ohana O Honu‘apo w/
The Nature Conservancy

Makanau / Paukua (aka Hilea)

Ka‘u
Hawai‘i

Group (leader in bold): Kanoe Wilson, Alexandra Kelepolo, Jay Penniman, Christiane Lucas




LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP REPORT

MEETING 87, January 21, 2025, ITEM 2.A.

Group Members: Commissioners: Elizabeth (Beth) Robinson, Beryl Blaich, Kim
Falinski, Jay Penniman

Group Leader: Commissioner: Jay Penniman

Group Purpose: Investigate application for a grant from the Land Conservation Fund

Applicant: Hawaiian Kingdom Foundation
Application: Haneo‘o Fishpond Complex
Location (District/lsland): Hana/Maui
Total acreage: 1.4 acres
Number of parcels: 1
TMKs: Maui County: 140080010000
Acquisition Type: Fee simple

Estimated Land Value ($) $1,600,000*

Estimated Total Project Costs ($) $2,448,399*

Legacy Land Funding Request ($) $1,600,000*

Estimated Matching Funds (%) %*

*The figures presented in the application are being clarified/reconciled through ongoing
communications with Applicant.

Day/Date/Time of Field Visit: 16 December, 2024/~3:00 pm
Host(s) and Affiliation(s): Leo Caires, President, Ua Mau Ke Ea.
Mr. Caires Mother and his (~10 yr old) daughter

Group members present: ALL (Penniman, Robinson, Blaich, Falinski)
Field Visit Summary:

The commissioners arrived at the property and met Mr. Caires and his mother
and daughter. The group was introduced to the property by Mr. Caires and walked
about the flat coastal property between state land leased to William F. and William G.
Jacintho, the 11.2-acre Haneo‘o Fishpond, and the ocean. There are fresh water seeps
likely flowing beneath the property, on the south side, surfacing on the banks of the
adjacent Haneo'o fish pond that is privately owned by Mr. Caires ohana and others.
There is a single, apparently unpermitted structure adjacent to the leased state land,
unclear exactly how it is used — possibly wood storage. Mr. Caires outlined his family’s
long lineal connection with the property. There are “canoe plants on the property; niu
(Cocos nucifera) & beach heliotrope (Heliotropium foertherianum): introduced non-
native plants; heliconia (Heliconia latispatha), ironwood (Casuarina equisetifolia), and
introduced grasses/groundcover. The native, indigenous, beach naupaka (Scaevola
sericea) is present. Adjacent to the property on the north, leased state land is a locally



operated roast chicken venue. Alau islet sits several hundred yards off shore with a
thriving seabird colony. Seabirds in distress have been collected on the property and
adjacent to it on state land, at Koke Beach.
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Naupka and bea

ch heliotrope, with the grassy edge of the adjacent fishpond property

Application Issues/Questions/Notes:
Assessment of Land Acquisition Priorities (Hawaii Revised Statutes § 173A-2.6):

(1)

(2)

)
(4)
()
(6)

Lands having exceptional value due to the presence of:
(A)  Unique aesthetic resources;
(B)  Unique and valuable cultural or archaeological resources; or
(C) Habitats for threatened or endangered species of flora, fauna, or

aquatic resources;
Lands that are in imminent danger of development; - SMA permit was denied
for construction of a residence due in part to community opposition to
development and environmentally inappropriate construction site. Seems
unlikely that the current land owner can sell for development.
Lands that are in imminent danger of being modified, changed, or used in a
manner to diminish its value;
Lands providing critical habitats for threatened or endangered species that are in
imminent danger of being harmed or negatively impacted;
Lands containing cultural or archaeological sites or resources that are in danger
of theft or destruction; and
Lands that are unique and productive agricultural lands.
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Assessment of Land Acquisition Criteria
(Hawaii Administrative Rules § 13-140-39):

(1)
(@)

(3)
(4)
()

(6)
(7)

(9)

(10)
(11)
(12)

(13)
(14)

Completeness of the acquisition application; Incomplete

Acquisition of interests or rights in land having value as a resource to the State
for the preservation of the following:

(A) Watershed protection;

(B) Coastal areas, beaches, and ocean access;

(C) Habitat protection;

(D) Cultural and historical sites;

(E) Recreational and public hunting areas;

(F) Parks;

(G) Natural areas;

(H) Agricultural production; and

(I) Open spaces and scenic resources;

Linkage of protected acreage of similar resources;

Opportunities for appropriate public access and enjoyment;

Presence of environmental hazards; - Not identified in application, Flood
zone, tsunami zone, sea level inundation zone.

Feasibility of a project within the two-year acquisition timeframe;

Cost of acquisition; Current property owner purchased the property three
years ago for $250,000. Previous sale was 29 years ago for $600,000. How
was fair market value determined?

Proportion of matching funds being leveraged; .03% without $800,000 “land
value donation” that does not show up on the balance sheet.

Urgency of need to acquire;

Status and adequacy of management planning; - none demonstrated
Community support for acquisition; - none documented

Completeness of acquisition funding; - All match is pending. If the land owner
is willing to contribute $800,000 of land value, why does this not show up
as reducing the acquisition cost by that amount?

Connection to regional planning and protection efforts; and

Capacity for long-term management.
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LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP REPORT

MEETING 87, January 21, 2025, ITEM 2.B.
Group Members: Kim Falinski, Kaui Lucas, John Sinton

Group Leader: Alexandra Kelepolo
Group Purpose: Investigate application for a grant from the Land Conservation Fund

Applicant: Bella Bond Foundation

Application: Kahalu‘u Nature Sanctuary

Location (District/lsland): Ko‘olaupoko, O‘ahu

Total acreage: ~131

Number of parcels: 1

TMKs: Honolulu County (1) 4-7-001:002

Acquisition Type: fee simple
Estimated Land Value ($) 1,950,000
Estimated Total Project Costs ($) 1,980,005
Legacy Land Funding Request ($) 1,462,500
Estimated Matching Funds (%) 26.14%

Day/Date/Time of Field Visit:  Thurs., December 12, 2024, 10:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Host(s) and Affiliation(s): Bella Bond Foundation (Applicant)

Group members present: Alexandra Kelepolo, Kaui Lucas, John Sinton

Field Visit Applicant Participants:

Bella Koga, President, Bella Bond Foundation
Mario Miscioscia, Founder, Bella Bond Foundation

Field Visit Summary:

Commissioners met with Bella Koga and Mario Miscioscia of the Bella Bond Foundation
at the Paradise Bay Resort located makai of Kamehameha Highway and less than a
mile from the property.

Mario and Bella gave an introduction of their organization which was founded in Hawaii,
June 2020 to serve widows, single mothers, and orphans by creating opportunities and
building communities to create a more sustainable future. Currently, they are leasing a
portion of agricultural land from a local farmer to grow Moringa and acquired a 2.5 acre
parcel through a land donation aka “Project Kaneohe”. Construction to begin this year
of a single-family home that will serve as headquarters to support families and
community.



Bella provided a brochure with their proposed plans for the property to include a
sustainable farm/garden to provide food to the community and construct eco-friendly
treehouses for a meditation/silent retreat. Basic infrastructure will only be approximately
3% of the total 131 acres. There are no plans to build a road or driveway, it will be only
pedestrian access. As this property abuts the subdivision, there will be no parking area;
visitors and guests will need to be dropped off via rideshare, etc.

They have been actively working with the listing realtor who have since removed the
property off the market as the owners are willing to sell for preservation purposes and
donate a portion of the sale price. The property is vacant and undeveloped and has
been in ownership for seven years with the current owner.

We then drove to the property which overlooks Kaneohe Bay and borders multiple
properties in the subdivision. We turned off Kamehameha Highway onto Mawaena
Street, parked at the end of the road, and entered the property which was identified by a
private property sign (Exhibit A). It was a gradual slope with trees and vegetation and
we then continued to drive within the subdivision (Exhibits B, C, D). We parked along
luiu Street where it connects with Hunaahi Street. \We walked between two private
parcels to enter the property from another access point (Exhibit E) and hiked up to an
area where applicant was looking at as a potential site for the farm (Exhibits F, G).

As we hiked back down and exited the property, applicant pointed out approximately
where the property boundary ends (Exhibits H, I, J). Only a boundary survey would
confirm if there are any encroachments by adjacent property owners as the property is
not fenced and has been vacant and undeveloped for many years.

There was no observation of native flora, fauna or wildlife however we only did see a
very small area in relation to the entire property. The application also notes that the
Kahalu‘u Heiau is located on the property however the exact location is yet to be
identified pending further research.

Application Issues/Questions/Notes:

Property is not zoned agricultural and therefore applicant is unable to apply for NRCS
ALE funding.

No commitment from a land conservation organization.

Organizational capacity to take on project and does project align with LLCP.

Provide support from community groups/property owners for project.

Provide information about the Kahalu‘u Heiau; research SHPD records, etc.
Long-term restoration plans for invasive species removal, planting of native species,
etc.
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The following Land Acquisition Priorities (Hawai‘i Revised Statutes § 173A-2.6) are
especially relevant to this application:

(1) Lands having exceptional value due to the presence of:
(B)  Unique and valuable cultural or archaeological resources — Kahalu‘u
Heiau

The following Land Acquisition Criteria (Hawai‘'i Administrative Rules § 13-140-39)
are especially relevant to this application:

(2)  Acquisition of interests or rights in land having value as a resource to the State
for the preservation of the following:
(D) Cultural and historical sites
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PROPERTY MAPS
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EXHIBIT
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__EXHIBIT E
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EXHIBIT | EXHIBIT J
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LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP REPORT
MEETING 87, January 21, 2025, ITEM 2.C.

Group Members: Commissioners Alexandra Kelepolo, John Sinton, and Kanoe Wilson
Group Leader: Commissioner Kaui Lucas

Group Purpose: Investigate application for a grant from the Land Conservation Fund
Applicant: North Shore Community Land Trust / Trust for Public Land

Application: Ke Kipuka o Kalaeuia

Location (District/Island): Kahuku /O’ahu

Total acreage: ~ 171

Number of parcels: 12

TMKs: Honolulu County (1) 5-6-003:011, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 30, 31, 46, 49
Acquisition Type: fee simple

Estimated Land Value ($) 25,000,000.

Estimated Total Project Costs ($) 59,000.

Legacy Land Funding Request ($) 3,000,000.

Estimated Matching Funds (%) 88.03%

Day/Date/Time of Field Visit: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 10am.

Host(s) Affiliation(s): North Shore Community Land Trust (NSCLT) - applicant, Trust for
Public Land (TPL)- partner

Group members present:

NSCLT — Adam Borrello, Tim Tybuszewski, Kawela Farrant

TPL — Reyna Ramolete Hayashi, Kamuela Kaapana

LLCP — Van Matsushige

LLCC — Alexandra Kelepolo, Kaui Lucas, John Sinton, Kanoe Wilson
Community/lineal descendant — Henry Fong

Field Visit Summary:

We gathered on Marconi Rd, performed greeting protocol (including the presentation of
commissioners with kou flower lei) then drove for several minutes through rudimentary
agricultural enterprises and dilapidated structures. Multiple gates on paved and dirt roadways
were opened for us by the seller’s realtor. We parked near an abandoned military airstrip, then
walked to the shoreline.



From the shoreline, connectedness of the Kalaeuila parcels to other active conservation
lands in the area was apparent. The parcels are near to existing NSCLT stewarded lands
between Turtle Bay resort, their 4-acre Marconi Road parcel, and the 1,100 acre James
Campbell National Wildlife Refuge.

With nearly 30 years of wildlife conservation experience on O‘ahu’s N. Shore, NSCLT is
undaunted by the complex nature of this transaction, and husbandry demands should
the acquisition be successful.

It is essentially an extension of the work they are already doing, with the principal
difference being several of the parcels are currently in use for agricultural production:
principally sea asparagus (Salicornia bigelovii,) and limu ogo (Gracilaria

coronopifolia/parvisipora, Limu manauea .) There are some small homestead
agriculture operations with kalo, ulu, niu, fruit trees, and plant nursery operations.
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Agriculture businesses which align with
NSCLT conservation goals will be able to
continue operations. These long
established enterprises have contributed to
the availability of food for many native
birds. During our brief visit we witnessed
‘auku‘u or black-crowned night heron, ae'o
or Hawaiian stilt, and 'alae ke'oke'o or
Hawaiian coot contently dining in the
aquaculture habitat.

One native plant nursery business is owned
by Henry Fong, a lineal descendant of the
pre-European contact Kahuku settlement.
He provided testimony in support of the
impacts of NSCLT conservation efforts, and
the proposed purchase of additional lands.

Through efforts in the region, significant progress has been made in providing safe
nesting/pupping areas for Hawaiian monk seals, sea turtles, and Laysan albatross.

This is a direct result of removing invasive plant material (more than 84,000 Ibs) and re-
establishing native vegetation. By clearing ironwood trees, for example, open areas of
low growing native vegetation--required by albatross for flight--are restored to active
nesting areas once more.

We returned to Marconi Road to visit the 4-acre
oceanfront parcel recently acquired by NSCLT. It
abuts Turtle Bay’s golf course and several
gentleman farms. Other parcels in the
neighborhood are actively in the
(re)development process.

After lunching and learning more about the
project, Tim Tybuszewski led us in a tour of their
new campus. He explained that a core group of
veteran volunteers daily scouted for albatross
eggs in season. The large birds do not have an
innate fear of humans. Unless they have learned
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