Na Wai 'Eha, Wailuku, Maui

Na Wai'Eha encompass some of Maui's most breathtaking and unique ecosystems. DOFAW seeks to protect Maui's iconic streams,
plants, birds and invertebrates by preserving this land. Photo crediit clockwise: Andrew Shoematker, Brian Knott, DLNR

SUMMARY

Na Wai 'Eha represents significant ecological, cultural, and hydrological value to the island of Maui.
Composed of breathtaking native Koa, 'Ohi'a, and Lama forests, hidden valleys and mountains
reaching 5,000 ft, it is habitat for over 45 endangered species. Na Wai 'Eha is the principal source
of Maui's drinking water. Now, 11,020 acres of this critical watershed is up for sale. This sale is a
rare opportunity to preserve this enormous section of the West Maui Mountains in perpetuity.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

One of Maui's largest land owners is selling the famous "Four Waters of Maui" - the valleys of
Waikapu, Wailuku, Waiehu, and Waihe'e. Just a short distance from downtown Wailuku, Na Wai
'Eha is the source of 70% of Maui's drinking water. DLNR DOFAW seeks to acquire and preserve
this land in order to protect its scenic, environmental, and cultural value. This strategically located
area connects 16.5 miles of contiguous protected land and 50,000 ac of watershed forest. With a
projected population increase of 33% by 2030, there is little doubt that Maui's communities will
soon face extreme pressure on water resources. The acquisition of Na Wai 'Eha would ensure that
pervasive issues such as erosion, native species decline, climate change stressors, and invasive
species spread are properly managed leading to healthier and more productive watersheds. Na
Wai 'Eha is home to notable species recovering from population decline including the Hawaiian
duck, goose, petrel, shearwater, and hoary bat. Extremely rare plant species are also found in Na
Wai 'Eha including the Hawaiian bog orchid, and a Loulu palm.

The abundance of water provided by Na Wai 'Eha allows for historical and contemporary cultural
practices such as cultivating lo'i kalo, fishing in natural and manmade inland fishponds, gathering
native stream life, and collecting drinking water. This fee acquisition is to ensure protection for
watershed, stream flow for aquatic species and traditional farming communities, endangered
species, aquifer recharge, and countless recreation opportunities.
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Above: Stunning aerial views of Na Wai 'Eha 's Wall of Tears draw numerous visitors every year, Photo credit: Air Maui. Right: This
acquisition would protect areas shown in yellow on the map, connecting to other public DOFAW lands shown in dark green.

PROJECT SUPPORTERS WATERSHED PROTECTION
Many agencies and organizations help The Na Wai 'Eha watershed feeds the
supplement and support State funding for principal source (70%) of domestic water
watershed protection. These include: supply for the island of Maui providing 36
MGD. Stream diversions provide an
The County of Maui, US Fish and Wildlife additional 25MGD for agricultural, municipal
Service, University of Hawaii, Pacific and domestic needs. The fee acquisition will
Cooperative Studies Unit, Maui Invasive secure priority watersheds of the State of
Species Committee, The Nature Conservancy, Hawai'i 30x30 Watershed Initiative. Maui
Mauna Kahalawai Watershed Partnership, County recommends management and of House Distict 8
Hui o Na Wai 'Ena, Sierra Club, Maui this critical watershed to ensure municipal Sente DisictS
Tomorrow, Hawaiian Islands Land Trust, and water supplies into the future.
the Native Hawaiian Legal Corp
BUDGET CONTACT PERSON

Total fee acquisition cost for 11,020 acres is $10,500,000. DLNR DOFAW is requesting $4,000,000 Scott Fretz

in CIP to contribute to this purpose from the Land Conservation Fund (5-317). Additional funding ~ DOFAW Maui Branch Manager
is being requested from the U.S. Forest Service Forest Legacy Grant Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife  (808) 984-8107

Service Recovery Land Acquisition Program, and the County of Maui. Scott.Fretz@hawaii.gov



	Project Supporters: Many agencies and organizations help supplement and support State funding for watershed protection. These include:

The County of Maui, US Fish and Wildlife Service, University of Hawaii, Pacific Cooperative Studies Unit, Maui Invasive Species Committee, The Nature Conservancy, Mauna Kahalawai Watershed Partnership, Hui o Nā Wai 'Ehā, Sierra Club, Maui Tomorrow, Hawaiian Islands Land Trust, and the Native Hawaiian Legal Corp 
	Budget: Total fee acquisition cost for 11,020 acres is $10,500,000. DLNR DOFAW is requesting $4,000,000 in CIP to contribute to this purpose from the Land Conservation Fund (S-317).  Additional funding is being requested from the U.S. Forest Service Forest Legacy Grant Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Land Acquisition Program, and the County of Maui.  
	Title: Nā Wai 'Ehā, Wailuku, Maui
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■  Add 11,020 acres into the State's inventory for climate change resilience 
■  Prevent the decline of over 45 endangered plants and wildlife                             
	Caption 1: Nā Wai 'Ehā encompass some of Maui's most breathtaking and unique ecosystems.  DOFAW seeks to protect Maui's iconic streams, plants, birds and invertebrates by preserving this land. Photo credit clockwise:  Andrew Shoemaker, Brian Knott, DLNR
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	Project Description: One of Maui’s largest land owners is selling the famous "Four Waters of Maui" - the  valleys of Waikapu, Wailuku, Waiehu, and Waihe'e. Just a short distance from downtown Wailuku, Nā Wai 'Ehā is the source of  70% of Maui’s drinking water. DLNR DOFAW seeks to acquire and preserve this land in order to protect its scenic, environmental, and cultural value. This strategically located area connects 16.5 miles of contiguous protected land and 50,000 ac of watershed forest. With a projected population increase of 33% by 2030, there is little doubt that Maui’s communities will soon face extreme pressure on water resources. The acquisition of Nā Wai 'Ehā  would ensure that pervasive issues such as erosion, native species decline, climate change stressors, and invasive species spread are properly managed leading to healthier and more productive watersheds.  Nā Wai 'Ehā is home to notable species recovering from population decline including the Hawaiian duck, goose, petrel, shearwater, and hoary bat. Extremely rare plant species are also found in Nā Wai 'Ehā  including the Hawaiian bog orchid, and a Loulu palm.  
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	Caption 4: Above: Stunning aerial views of Nā Wai 'Ehā 's Wall of Tears draw numerous visitors every year, Photo credit: Air Maui. Right: This acquisition would protect areas shown in yellow on the map, connecting to other public DOFAW lands shown in dark green. 
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