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a. Kumu Hula Auliʻi Mitchell and Pulama Collier on the pahu. b. During the planting ceremony, Ka Poholima Kāʻeo constructed the uluniu ahu and consecrated its completion with wai niu. c. The hui gathered
around ahu ʻOlopu to close the ceremony. d. Seedlings in the carefully organized niu nursery. e. Map of Uluniu o Kapuawailana showing 133 niu representing 23 varieties (as of 1/22/2026). Niu are planted in
motu (3–5 trees each), arranged as a polymotu system—an ancient strategy for maintaining varietal separation and safeguarding coconut genetic diversity. f. Inventory of niu varieties documenting ethno-
demographic information and morphological traits. g. Nursery matrix illustrating niu layout and varietal organization. h. Kekaula Hanohano receiving his ʻuniki and kuleana for Uluniu o Kapuawailana from
Indrajit Gunasekara and Aunty Manu, including gifts of a lei iwi hala, kīhei from Pōhaku Pelemaka, and an ʻōʻō made from a kumu niu of Pōkaʻi Bay, crafted by Anthony Watson from Palau. i. Participants planting
niu keiki during the mū ka waha ceremony, guided through shared awareness rather than spoken instruction. j. The community gathered at ahu Heʻe Palaha for pule before dinner and planting. 
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