[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]





Page two

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources

Division of Forestry and Wildlife, Conference Room 325
Kalanimoku Building, 1151 Punchbowl Street
Thursday, September 17, 2015
1-3pm
Control Working Group 

Of the 

Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council

Meeting Notes
1. Call to order by Chair Rob Hauff at 1:11pm
2. Introductions – Elizabeth Green/certified forest steward (phone), Springer Kaye/BIISC (phone), Teya Penniman/MISC (phone), Tracy Johnson/USDA-FS, Rachel Neville/OISC, Rob Hauff/DOFAW/Forest Health/Chair, Josh Atwood/DOFAW/HISC, Richard Silva/Office of Senate President, Sen. Ron Kouchi
3. Working Group Organization

a. Chair selection process - (Josh & Rob)
b. Stakeholder representation - Counties, Gerald Crank/UH-Hilo re Melastomes survey, NEPM/Watershed Partnerships
c. Meeting frequency/location - TBD
4. HISC 2015-2020 Strategic Plan Review 
a. Invasive Species List

i. HISC Administrative Rules update – required by statute to list invasive species in state. Council directed staff to amend HRS-194 to give HISC authority to create a listing process by board action. What information is needed to list species as invasive? Esp. other than plants, i.e. animals, invertebrates, etc. List is a policy statement by the State acknowledging invasive species, also needed in regards to access to private property as provided by statute. What entities/stakeholder needs to be informed to review listing candidates? May be helpful for agencies/orgs to have “official” “invasive species” designation to assist with control efforts. Any justification used to list species would be posted on-line for public review. Question re depth of list: should the list be just a Top 5 or 10, or a broader, more comprehensive list? Problems re potentially controversial species such as cats, etc. Need to consider current & future legal implications of listing specific species.
b. Reporting

i. HDOA’s 643-PEST future integration with Report-A-Pest.org update
1. Strategic plan calls for an on-line reporting system in addition to the current phone call-in system at HDOA. Met w/HDOA-PQ re integration. HDOA concerns re confidentiality during ongoing investigations, authority/ability of reviewers. Trial program w/HDOA-PQ needs to be organized. Problem w/funding shortfall for FY16. Need all stakeholders involved to sort out any concerns before trial program starts. Report-A-Pest (RAP) usage has increased over time, even without much active promotional effort. Is available statewide. BIISC last RAP report was June, 2013. 8 reports for Sep, 2015 from Kauai, Oahu, BI. RAP a good candidate project for a new “HISC authority.” BIISC would prefer to have just one number/location for people to call vs separate lines for Deer, etc. Perhaps integration of 643-PEST and RAP to 643-PEST.org? HDOA wants to make sure that any reporting process follows state statute. HDOA concerned about their capacity to operate RAP. Shouldn’t be cost-prohibitive to port current RAP structure/web-site to 643-PEST. New HISC Planner to follow-up after 10/20. 

2. ACTION: 

a. Control WG members to review the RAP flow-chart.
b. Reserve 643-PEST.org website for future use.

c. Biocontrol

i. Current Projects

1. Tracy Johnson, USDA-FS

a. Strawberry Guava

i. Post-release phase on 4 main islands (BI, Maui, Oahu, Kauai)

ii. Spreading slowly/gradually; disappointing slow spread in Volcano due to Vog impacting leaves. Still in technology development stage. May need an aerial effort vs potted-plants to enhance delivery of agent. Will take 2-3 years to narrow efficacy.

b. Albizia

i. Post-doc just returning from exploratory survey in native range after 6 weeks. Project just beginning and should take a decade or more. Looking for agent with negative reproductive impacts on flowers/fruit stage of plant.

c. Melastomes

i. Different agents in different stages of development

ii. Next release will be Tibouchina herbacea beetle that also affects Melastoma and Pterolepis.

iii. Clidemia hirta nematode that also galls Micona calvescens. Testing in Brazil and at Clemson U.

iv. Miconia calvescens – next release is of gregarious caterpillars/butterfly/Euselasia spp.

v. CABI pushing Himalayan ginger/Hedychium gardnerianum & Rubus ellipticus & R. niveus biocontrol agents

d. Christmas Berry

i. Testing on thrips in USDA Florida needs to be run thru HDOA prior to final release.

e. Public Outreach a constant need; esp. prior to any releases.

i. ACTION: 
1. Make sure Public Outreach effort is ramped up prior to releases for Miconia butterfly and Christmas berry thrips.

a. Need to facilitate public informational meetings this fall/before Year End for Tibouchina flea beetle EA release.

i. Need FAQ from TJ.

ii. May be able to piggy-back on already scheduled meetings/events to provide info to public.

2. Provide web-based info on current biocontrol efforts hosted on HISC website.

ii. Upcoming Releases – (see above)
iii. Priority Target List

1. Communication/Dialogue between Biocontrol Practitioners and Natural Resource Managers already pretty good per TJ. Would be better to have more Biocontrol people looking for projects than being project-rich as current; especially since TJ will be retiring in 10-15 years.

2. Needs:

a. Outreach is key.

b. Dedicated funding for specific projects is key.

c. Communication & building/facilitating support with stakeholders (i.e. County of Hawaii, HELCO, Maui DWS, etc.) important.

d. New/improved Research Facilities for HDOA & USDA.

i. TJ: 2 facilities with 4-6 researchers that can handle/accommodate both pathogens and arthropods. New HDOA lab on Oahu and improved Fed USDA-APHIS lab on BI would be ideal.

ii. Joint-State/Fed facility could be problematic.
5. Preparation for 2016 Legislative Session

a. Need good examples to justify increased level of HISC budget request to Legislature via DLNR.

i. Request “pre-proposals” process for future project needs to be sent out in the next few weeks and due in Nov.

1. Josh working with HISC co-chairs on approval of concept.
2. Narrative summary and estimated budget.

b. DLNR is proposing a bill to amend HISC’s statute to specify how HISC can create an invasive species list as required by HRS 194.

c. Per Richard Silva/Office of Senate President – Speak with WAM/FIN chairs and other committee chairs and individual reps/senators about impacts in their own districts & constituents.
6. Announcements/Next Meeting

a. Discussion Item

i. HISC Strategic Plan Goal 4: Maintaining & Enhancing Capacity for Early Detection & Rapid Response in each County.

b. TBD

7. Public comments:
a. Elizabeth Green: Questions re control of Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death and Rat Lung-worm? What is being done?
i. Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a death – Josh: supporting research by UH, USDA-FS & USDA-ARS instituting inter-island transport restrictions.

ii. Rat Lung Worm Disease – Josh: HISC has no funded proposals regarding this topic in FY16. Bishop Museum & HDOA will try to partner for invasive mollusk surveys. Hopefully UH-Hilo College of Pharmacy and DOH can work toward solutions via the Rat-Lungworm Working Group (Sue Jarvi, Kathleen Howe)
8. Meeting Adjournment by Chair; Rob Hauff, at 3:15p
For information, contact:

HISC Support staff: 1151 Punchbowl St, #325, Honolulu, HI 96813; Fax: 587-0160

Josh Atwood, HISC Program Supervisor: 587-4154, Joshua.P.Atwood [at] hawaii.gov
Randy Bartlett, HISC Interagency Coordinator: 870-6443, Randal.T.Bartlett [at] hawaii.gov 

