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Population 
estimates

• 1959:  9 deer, 
released near 
Pu‘u o Kali 
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• 2021:  >46,743 
deer, KIA Hawaii 
Survey 

1959 release 
site



Impacts
Watersheds
Native ecosystems
Farms, ranches
Residential
Roadways, runways
Marine ecosystems
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POPULATION 
MANAGEMENT Harvest target

Estimated population = 60,000

Est. rate of increase = 20%

Harvest to stabilize = 12,000/year

Harvest to reduce = 18,000/year

 



STRATEGY & 
METHODS

Maui Axis Deer Task Force

Surveys and monitoring

Spatial planning & containment

Landowner assistance

• Public hunting

• Wildlife control permits

• Commercial & food donation 

• Fencing, trapping, staff

Adaptive management

Population 
surveys

Plan annual 
harvest target

Assist 
landowners

Implement 
control



WORK IN 
PROGRESS

Maui harvest levels near target

Hired 3 FTE axis deer 
coordinators

Draft Axis Deer Action Plan

Population surveys in progress

Fencing and containment

New 5,000-acre upcountry 
cooperative hunting area

Molokai surveys and action plan 
in 2024

6,547 6,562

7,525

5,857

7,350 7,427

10,317

15,922

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Maui Island Deer Harvested by Year

2023 data in prep.



Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Deat
h
Surveys
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Interactions 
with Feral 

Animals
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Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death:
FY24-25

• Research Symposium
• Update to multi-agency 

plan
• Disease resistance 

screening of 1000's 
of ʻŌhiʻa seedlings
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Fire Management and Invasive Grasses
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Mahalo.
Questions?
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