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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
At the request of Stephanie Nagata, on behalf of the University of Hawai'i-Otfice of Mauna Kea
Managemenl, Kumu Pono Associates LLC undertook research, compiled a detailed collection ol
archival-historical records, and conducted oral history interviews wilh khpuna and elder kama'6ina,
pertaining to the ahupua'a (native land divisions) of Ka'ohe, Humu'ula and neighboring 'dina mauna
(mountain lands) of Mauna Kea, on the island of Hawai'i. This work was undertaken as a part ol on-
going archival and oral historical research conducted by Kumu Pono Associates LLC, since 1996, and
builds upon the accounts published by Maly in 1997, 1999, 2002, and 2@3. The study is multifaceted,
and includes detailed verbatim accounts and descriptions of Mauna Kea, the larger Humu'ula-Ka'ohe
lands, and 'dina mauna, covering the periods of Hawaiian antiquity and traditions, to first-hand
accounts of travel on and around Mauna Kea, dating lrom the early 1820s to the 1960s.

One ol the primary goals of this study has been to bring a significant collection of historical resource
material, describingr-native Hawaiian traditions, traditional and customary practices and beliefs; early
descriptions of the landscape, land use, and access; changes in the environment; etforts at
conservation ol the mountain landscape; and the events leading to development ol observatories on
Mauna Keainto one manuscript. Such a manuscript will provide readers with access to the diverse,
and at times, ditficult to locate, historical narratives that document the cultural landscape, and history ol
land use on Mauna Kea. lt being believed that this inlormation may in tum serve as a platform for
informed discussions-in the field ol cultural and historical resourcesin planning lor the future well-
being of Mauna Kea as a cultural, natural, and scientific resource.

Because of the nature of the Hawaiian system of beliefs and land management, this study looks not
only at the upper regions of Mauna Kea, but also at the lands which lie upon the slopes of Mauna Kea.
ln the traditional and historical setting, the people living on the lands which rested upon, or even viewed
Mauna Kea, shared ties to the upper mountain regions as well. The historical records-including oral
testimonies of elder kama'dina of the mountain lands-frovide readers with detailed descriptions of
traditional and customary practices; the nature ol land use, and the types ol features found on the
mountain landscape; and early efforts in conservation on Mauna Kea and the adjoining 'dina mauna.
The descriptions of land use and subsistence practices range from antiquity to the 1970s, and
represent the knowledge ol generations ol life upon the land.

It is important to note that in the summit region ol Mauna Kea (from approximately 11,0@ leet and
above) and on the lower mountain slopes are found several features named for, or associated with
Hawaiian gods and deity. These associations are indicators of Mauna Kea's place in the culture and
history of Hawai'i as a scared landscape. With each part contributing to the integrity of the whole
cultural, historical, and spiritual setting.

Through the collection of historical-archivaltexts and oral history interyiews, we have found that a wide
range of traditional knowledge and practices, including, but not limited to the following, are described
for Mauna Kea and the adjoining 'dina mauna:

Mauna Kea-though simply translated as'White Mountain" since at least 1823, the name, Mauna Kea
is also known in native traditions and prayers as Mauna a Wdkea (Kea), 'The Mountain of Wdkea." lt is
the first-born mountain son of Wdkea and Papa, who were also progenitors of the Hawaiian race.
Mauna Kea is symbolic ot the piko (umbilical cord) of the island-child, Hawai'i, and that which connects
the land to the heavens.
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