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1 sin 0ctober 23,1999. My Kumu was Kumu Hula Wayne Panoke and
Iu Nona Beamer 1 have two Halau, one 1s a combmed Hﬂo and San
fd‘one isin Washmgton D.C. I have about 190 students m all

’ e ’ na m Hulay Competmons--ﬁ n d have taught at least moo student smce becommg a
'Kumu Hula o

Ceremomes of Mauna Kea

Iam a Cuitural Practmoner and my practice includes sttual and rehgloﬂs prachce :
condueted on Mauna Kea and also for Mauna Kea. I have been involved in Solstice and

: Equm{)x Ceremames on the Summlt of Mauna Kea at least smce 1999--&1)0\12 12 years

‘Our ceremonm} roles or the rcoie of the ali’i, the role of- the chiefs is a customary Ieadershlp, 1t
really isasa religious commumty of the whole Hawaiian arch:tpelaga Basically, our task
: under these ceremonies is to supervise, to take care of the land and perpetuate the hv:mg and
: ongamg mol af mana, that spirit of life. If we don’ tdo it, that mana cannot flow, cannot
- come. Mana was what our chiefs seek from God and God in his many manifestations, or her
; 'mamfestahons The mana flowed to our people from their traditional leaders. That was their

responsfbihty to our peeple, to our lahui, to our nation. The people who were. responsxble,

" turn, to work thh us on the land, and to support both themselves and the people and the
iy 'chxefs Sz)lntual practlce, the spmtual practu:e of the ali‘i was mntlal so that the land, and
 the whele na’aon survive.

’ The Prayers of Mauna Kea. A pule, or Ho oulu is a prayer for the increase of resources, you

pray for goodness. For example, if someone let me use their “aina in a certain place I didnt
leave it like I found it, I left it better. I left it better. And so pule Ho"oulu is one way the chiefs
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were responsible, and they were responsible to make their pule and their lives so pono that the
mana flowed so that we have growth, we have life, and that we hve on, and we're never ever
cut off from those manifestations of God all around us.

There’s a pracnce that the chiefs of the Order of Kamehameha do. The Royal Order
Prowssxonai to ascend Mauna Kea:

ften at my house at. 9 or10 o' c:lock pm. where all that are pammpamig gather for

~~the 1ast one We had over 75 people and they often come from aii wélks of hfe andj
round t’ue world a}so (See EX}H BIT F—3, Naaonal Geogmp "c:); We H1 uwai, thls?

, . honm‘ bur kupuna And we ask them to always give us counsel to speak to us We bmlt thzs
. ;~"’ahu for these that couid not ascend further ' ' ‘

ndpurpose We ask, tq chxefs fer perm;ss;on to ascend. AB of Mauna Kea isan aha _so
for clarity and humility. We may stop at Kealoha's Ohana place, too to ask to ascend
. At | p,»Kukahau ula, we do not ask for anythmg What will be gzven is given. it is there
- we welcﬂme the morning sun or we welcome the sun going into the sunset. But we pray

- ,there we pray for aloha, for peace, for goodness for all. Then we receive whatever they want




Famﬂy ties to Mauna Kea and Haleakala

From one side of my family I get the name Neves which means snow, and on the other side
of my family I get the name Kea (which is sometimes called white but means many other:
things : as well). :

My daughter s name is Akalanahikulani. She has recenﬂy graduated fmm coﬂege w1th honors
after three years of study My mother is Agnes Kaiapaukea. Her ohana, her famﬂy, is from a
place called Nahiku on Maud, next door 0 Keanae. Nahiku means the seven stars of the Blg

: Dlpper, wh h:our navxgators used asa backup to ﬁnd then' way home 1f the H@kuiea star was

’ éfKeanae, an& there,ethat aunt who ‘my mother was named after, ~-he;: name was Ages Ian we -
; "knew her as auntie Uleo, began what we call nau’ole, at that time it began w1th ahelu,orto
] | mbers, to story. And actually, she addressed my father whe is fuli bieoded
‘Paftug %'e Hiﬁ'gf him who he was mamed to. ' ~ :

. After that meetmg, she took my mother up to the s!de of Ha}eakala, and everywhere they
- stopped, a htﬂe__cioud foﬁowed, and srery | mne tutu Uieo began to 031 or chant 1t wmﬁd rain.

"ed "‘m‘Kaal, wewere :

. , said ;w'eli it doesn’t mean hm.se of the sun. The mountam heralds the nsmg of the sun that :
_ comes from Kumukahi here on our island. So "akala is the time of the mght when the stars 2
o begm to fade but before the yellow or red comes. So Hawaiians would go up the 51de of

: ~ Haleakala, and my family, and they would see it, and when they saw the stars fade they ;
. ‘f‘;would say, ai{ala “akala, 1t comes.

s That ahgnment refers to the connection between Kumﬂkahl and Haleakaia Kumukahx is the
- sonrce, the first fire, the first hght first breaking of the hg.‘nt on these islands. ‘ ‘

,My mother s father s family on my paternal side comes from th:s zsiand. And when 1 g0 to S
Ku}(ahau ula 1 always look for “akala. And the Cross hne of the site is Pu’ ukea, Whlch is now
eeeupled by this big thing. And I cannot see it. And that’s my patemal s1de

The name is" akala nahikulani, returns—it says, and its meanmg xs, that the sun heralds the
royal retarn

For example where I go to honor these relationships I can see from Pu u Hau Oki that
akala yeah? I can see Haleakala, and I can see (Pu” u) Haukaea. It'snot Pu’ ukea but 1ts still

aKea. And I would be able to see her from there. But I will not be able to from these places if

 the TMT is built because it will be in the way—it will be right in the middle of the views from




Mauna Kea to Haleakala.

There was an article in our local paper about the largest telescope in the world proposed for
Haleakala, and there wasa good possibility they would build this telescope too. And now if my"
ancestors on Haleakala cannot see Pu ukea, these are akgnments not of the eye but of the
heart ‘So the message is don’t put your telescope up because you are gettmg in the way of

' wh‘ t,I see and feel Itis obstructmg my reiatxonshlp to my ancestors and to our dlvmely

. msp'ﬂ d visions. ~ :

' You cannat stop the sun from rzsnlg—-so a view plane is net Just by SIght akme (m our

' 1ary behefs—-' ike is to know and see the event, have lmowledge of the event and to

, eto understand it exxstence—-whxch in and of itself has meamng ~~this meaning you :
rec " fmm the na’ au--so the view p}ane begms inthena’ au not Just in the maka (eyes)

. , the hlgh méunas down the 1slai1d chain. For me and my Ohi ﬁ»that view is sxgmﬁcéni—-the
. view of Haleakala--lt is the view and the practice of honong our aneestors, our akua remdmg o

, in the h}gh lewa It is our way of honormg the motions of the heavens«whlch is also
honermg the mnvements of the kupuna and the Akua We can t pamtlon our behefs

~ For comparison, the J ew;sh people goto the Wai]mg Waﬁ-—the Tempie is not the;:e but they

e f ‘stﬂ} g0 to the wall---in order to recognize the Temple--you can't parhtmn off 3 your beliefs aﬁd .
. 5 ycur practlce of this belief. Mauna Kea is the environment of our behef-»—_}ust like the Waﬁmg
. Wall still represents the. temple, which represents the J ew:sh people’s beliefs. And what we see

"fmm Mauna Kea, from atop there and across there--like fmm PuutoPu'uor ahu to ahu
areall a part of our beliefs. When this environment is destroyed we waﬂ--;ust asthe J ewxsh
- peopie ‘mourn at their wailing waﬁmand we mourn with them because we feei their | pam too.

- We mourn the loss of the ’I‘emp}e"but we den’t want to have to mourn the Tost of this temple b

-knewn as Mauna Kea--we want to rejoice in the Creator’s creatmn and in Akua s beauty. Thls -
is how our rights are negatwe}y ;mpacted becase they destroy the very envuonment of our
spmmahty and behefs, we lose the landscape which we use to perform these ceremonies of
Aloha and Peace. : , ;

. The telescopes are man's destruction of Creator’s place--a place éreaied for man to come to




~ akua realms above--but that doesn t mean they are 2ess sacred it mea

and be pili to the heavenly realm--close to Akua's beauty and Aloha.

The idea of previously disturbed--disturbance is Hehi ana-, which means to trample--trample
on a covenant--a covenant isa holy agreement--sacred a greement--—a rehgaous agreement
between Akua and yourseif-—-to use that word is to say the land is being trampled u;)en-»but
here and now it mean over and over and over again! Every time. -—’buﬁdmg on Mauna
 Kea--we feel the “Aina bemg trampled upon--and our covenamt a&:aulted—-—AIoha Ama is
assaulted. : : AT

. Such deveiopment en Mauna Kea is desecratxon—~m Hawana ¥ th’ ; erci for desecration is
Teli-: whmh meaxis also to be in contempt of court . But on Mau na Kea is means to
pt for Akua s court-~Akua slaw (the Kanawaa) wiuch 1s cod}fi 'd in the Ama

The UH is saymg that the. p}ateau isnot as sacred as the summ' iut t}us isnot tx:uew'i‘he
alignments (marked by the shrines or ahu) that surround the tru summit - demarcate the
s they are used for very

different spiritual and religious practices. The ahu are like the other altars‘kfo’un(i within the
cathedral of St. Peters of Rome--where services are eonducted in dlfferent anguages or by
vam{ms assocxatmns——but are different from the main altem that require speclal protocols to
--yet they are all contained within the same Temple er in thét case the cathedral of St.
Peters of ‘Rome

1 thmk in the end the problem is not with astroncm it is that astronemy is trying to do its

: work in our house of prayer, andina conservatxon distriet, which is for protecnng the
cu}tural and natural resources, the very delicate hfe fcrms that live there and where the ;
waters that give us all life flow from. The ebservatones have xnpacted these thmgs and this
unacceptabie The TMT is going to nnpact the sacred nature of Mauna Kea and it snnpiy does
not meet the criteria (eight criteria) that the rules require and ﬂlerefere this. pre;ect should not
be approved by BLNR.

The BLNR is supposed to protect all of these thmgs including our simple ability to practice our
: cultural and religious practice—yet for all these years BLNR has just been turning a blind eye
- to Mauna Kea—to our please for help with protectmg Mauna Kea. This is all in our Temple
Report we presented to them in 2001. The problem is more serious because we fear it will set a
negative precedent—because if they can do this to Mauna Kea and Haleakala what other
Conservation Districts can they do it to? The issues ,sarroundmgMauna Kea are policy issues
and they challenge the very foundation of the land use laws in our state,

We have been asking BLNR to take a hard look for more thana decade now—so my question
is this—when is enough really enough? We already won our previous case in court—that was
when BLN R was supposed to re-think their responsibilities, but yet here we are again doing
yet anpther. contested case hearing-over virtually the same issues all over. This needs to
stop—it is not fair to make the citizens carry all of the legal battle just to get BLNR to do what
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they are required by law to do.

‘I ve presented the precedzng znfarmatzon contazned in my Wrzzten statement o this court in
purswt of justice and in furrherance of the protection, preserm!zan and canservaz‘wn of the
sacred mountain, known as Mauna Kea. While 1, in no way wouid iaice clazm for the brilliance of
my Kupum and/or my Kumu's (ancestors and/or teachers or masfers) the znﬁ)rmanon skared
‘, herein is znfz}rmafzon that has been adapted to reﬂect my own personal knowledge afzd
; T'znformatzon (as is tradztzonally done in Hmvazzan pracfzce when composmg new songs, ehants ﬂ
 dances ez . wn‘h trad;tzonal or:gms) cmd tker@fore is to be conszder . Hectual properzy and -
L may not Be used outszde of the Iegal ,system wu‘kout my exprés writlen consent. e and ozhers feel
o the need to include such a disclaimer beeause zrz the pasf our persona , nowledg and :
' ~’ : ;znformaz‘z{m has been used wzthmzt our eansent ‘ : o




