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440 THE OLD NORTHWEST IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

even without slavery, as a means to these ends. At the Conven-
! tion, sanctions for slavery (the three-fifths clause and the slave
trade clause) seemed necessary to bring about the same results:
protection against emancipation and a Southern majority in the
House. In each case the North made the compromises nr,m
South demanded, but in Congress, because of the South’s
mistaken assumptions about the future of the Northwest, an
antislavery clause could be included. The fugitive slave clause
adopted unanimously by both bodies shows, if not that nr.nﬁn
was a sectional compromise between Congress and Convention,

af_least that the makers of both Ordinance and Constitution

were ready to compromise the concept that all men-are equal.

This was the fundamental compromise ot 1787.
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Origins of the
- American Colonial System

Jack E. Eblen ;

The American colonial system effectively began with the Northwest \v
Ordinance of 1787. Since that time all colonial policies of the United
States, including the recent efforts at commonwealth status for Micron-
esia, have been modifications of the original ideas.

In this essay Jack E. Eblen (1936——) traces the evolution of this
JSfamous document through the Continental Congress. Like Professor
Berkhofer, Eblen sees the Ordinance as the product of several minds and
the consequence of a series of developments in Congress. He finds
Nathan Dane of Massachusetts and. James Monroe of Virginia modi- |+~
Jying the Ordinance of 1784 into a workable colonial policy. He calls the §
Jinal product the “Jefferson-Monroe-Dane Plan.” .

Moreover, Eblen discards as unfounded the. interpretation that, as he
says.in a footnote, “conspiratorial land speculators were behind the
writing of the Ordinance of 1787 and that the Ohio Company represent-
atives forced Congress to draft the governmental articles the way it did to
serve as a mere adjunct to their land grab.” He does see the %S&S.mﬁ
that the Ohio and Scioto grants may have induced some New England
Congressmen to support the Ordinance because these schemes offered a
chance for eastern influence in an area supposedly inclined toward the
South, v

For Eblen the 1787 document is not a step backward from Sm/
democratic principles of the 1784 ordinance, but rather a constructive V4
solution to the ambiguous and inadequate earlier plan. Of particular
importance was Dane’s insistence on the inclusion of a list of civil
liberties and Monroe’s proposals for a limited number. of potential states
and a _precise number of inhabitants required for: admission. The
coincidence of these developments, combined with congressional insist-
ence on the slavery prohibition, suggests to Eblen the possibility of
“logrolling.” Nowhere does Eblen see any indication of a conspiracy
between Congress in New York and the delegation at the Convention in
Philadelphia that Lynd describes in the previous essay.

Professor Eblen’s career has involved history teaching assignments at
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