
“In this picture I was 9 years old and wasn’t as connected to 
Mauna Kea as I am today. I remember feeling happy because we 
had so many people supporting us, and everyone came together. 
But when it came towards when we entered the courtroom, I felt 
my heart beating. I remember seeing Kapulei crying, I remember 
hearing us chanting, and also seeing the TMT people. This left 
an impact on me because from that day forward I experienced 
how important and significant Mauna Kea is to US. I shall  never 
forget that.” 

    Tahlia Kala’ula 
    Age:13 
    01/29/17                                                    

*image taken 
outside of the 
County Offices in 
Hilo, at the last 
BLNR Contested 
Case Hearing in 
Feb., 2013.


