
*image taken outside of the Naniloa 
Crown Room, on January 24th, 2017. My 
birthday. When my family surprised me 
by taking the day off of work and school 
to support me at the Hearing. 

“4 years later, and I have seen the many sacrifices my mom and Aunty’s and Uncle’s have 
to make to protect our ‘aina. I feel that when they are protecting the ‘aina, they are 
protecting me. And if TMT were to be built, the life of the land would be destroyed. And I 
would feel destroyed. I hope that others will see how special Mauna Kea is and that she 
should be protected. This picture is a reminder for not only me, but for you to never give up 
for what you believe is Pono. And protecting our Mauna is what is PONO”. 
      
     Tahlia Kala’ula 
     Age:13 
     01/29/17      

 


