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IN REPLY REFER TO:

HWY-DD 2.20351

           July 1, 2024

TO:  MICHAEL CAIN, ADMINISTRATOR
 OFFICE OF CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS
 DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

ATTENTION:  KARIANN STARK, PLANNER
 OFFICE OF CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS

FROM:  HENRY KENNEDY
  ENGINEERING PROGRAM MANAGER
 DESIGN BRANCH

SUBJECT:  CONSERVATION DISTRICT USE PERMIT APPLICATION (CDUA)
 KAMEHAMEHA HIGHWAY DRAINAGE AND SAFETY
 IMPROVEMENTS,
 VICINITY OF LANIAKEA BEACH, MILEPOST (MP) 3.06 TO MP 3.54
 KAWAILOA AHUPUAA, WAIALUA DISTRICT, HALEIWA,

ISLAND OF OAHU, HAWAII
 PROJECT NO. 83B-01-09

The State of Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) is providing information for the
proposed Kamehameha Highway Drainage and Safety Improvements, Vicinity of Laniakea
Beach (MP 3.06 to MP 3.54) project.

The information being provided is as requested by the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR) Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) in two (2) ways.  The
first is from a Site Visit that occurred on April 30, 2024 with the HDOT and OCCL.  In addition,
HDOT is providing responses to Letter CDUA: OA-3950 dated May 7, 2024.

Site Visit: April 30, 2024 with HDOT and Project Team members:
During the site visit, the OCCL made some requests for additional information and/or
clarification to be provided regarding the p
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The timeline is as provided below:
June 5, 2023: HDOT inquiry to OCCL regarding permitting requirements
October 13, 2023: OCCL Letter to HDOT requesting additional information
March 8, 2024: HDOT Letter to OCCL providing additional information, as requested
October 13, 2023
April
WSP

OCCL Site Visit Comment 1:
What kind of maintenance does the grass growing in the grass pavers require?

(A portion of the shoulder area with the grass pavers is in the Conservation District.)

HDOT Response to Site Visit Comment 1:
The grass pavers are anticipated to be planted using Common Bermuda and will be maintained
as noted below.

For best results Common Bermuda should be mowed to maintain a height of one-half of an inch
(1/2-inch) to three-quarters of an inch (3/4-inch).  Mowing intervals will vary depending on
rainfall (because an irrigation system is not proposed to be installed), fertilizing schedule, and
time of year.  Growth rates increase during the summer months (provided there is adequate
rainfall) and tends to slow during the winter months.

The HDOT will be responsible for the landscaping and will ensure that the grass pavers are
maintained per the appropriate maintenance criteria after the project is complete.

Letter CDUA OA-3950:
Following the April 30, 2024, site visit with HDOT staff and their agents, the OCCL transmitted
a letter to HDOT dated May 7, 2024 (REF: OCCL: KS, CDUA: OA-3950).

For clarity, the OCCL comments/requests for information as provided in Letter CDUA:
OA-3950 are provided underlined below and the HDOT responses to those items are provided in
italics below.

1. Please provide the current design of the project.

a. Provide more detailed site plans and figures that include the dimensions of the proposed
parking lot and its grass pavers, landscaping/revegetated area, the new proposed bridge
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and its wing wall, and the bike/pedestrian path.  HDOT and their agents have noted that 
they are no longer pursuing the proposed private cattle gate on Pohakuloa Way.  The 
OCCL requests that submitted project plans reflect this.  For all components of the 
project, there should be a description of the component, its dimensions, and its 
construction methodology.

HDOT Response:
Please see enclosed  Revised Plan Sheets with additional
details provided pe  (9 pages) with additional details provided per 
OCCL Comment.

b. The project plans and visuals presented to staff during the April 30, 2024, site visit were 
much clearer and easier to understand than plans submitted with the current application. 
Please ensure submitted plans and visuals are clear, contain appropriate legends and
references (i.e., directional arrows), and the narrative of the application appropriately 
references them as they are mentioned in the project description or relevant section of the 
application.

HDOT Response:
Please see enclosed  Grassed Paver Plan and Landscape

 with additional details provided per OCCL Comment.

2. Please provide a landscape plan with the dimensions of the proposed vegetated area, and
type(s) of proposed vegetation that might be planted.  Any proposed landscaping or 
revegetation shall give preference to plant materials that are endemic or indigenous to 
Hawaii.  The introduction of invasive plant species is prohibited in the Conservation District. 
HDOT and their agents may want to review the Hawaii Dune Restoration manual (2022) at 
https://seagrant.soest.hawaii.edu/hi-dune-restoration-manual/ for appropriate vegetation for 
this shoreline and backshore environment.  They may want to also consider consulting the 
University of Hawaii Sea Grant Extension Agents Wesley Crile at (808) 359-3689) and
Amy Wirts at (808) 956-7031) regarding proposed revegetated areas for the project.

HDOT Response:
Please see enclosed PDF file "Enclosure Item 2. Grassed Paver Plan and Landscape   
Planting Plan" (8 pages) with additional details provided per OCCL Comment.

3. HDOT has stated that they plan to retain their jurisdiction of the Right-of-Way (ROW)
regarding the proposed demolition of the makai portion of Kamehameha Highway and 
repurposing the mauka portion for the pedestrian and bike path.  The revised application 
should clarify the agency or party that will assume responsibility for, and maintenance of
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proposed improvements or structures outside of H
in the Conservation District.

HDOT Response:
The HDOT will retain their current ROW which will be used as a multi-use path (pedestrian
and bicyclists).  The HDOT will be responsible for maintaining its existing ROW.

The HDOT will be responsible for the proposed improvements or structures outside of
project within the Conservation District at this

location.

4. Staff notes a portion of the rocks or erosion control devices were identified in the 2020
certified shoreline map in the HDOT ROW.  OCCL would prefer the rocks be removed as
part of the current project.

HDOT Response:
The HDOT will remove the rocks as part of the current project.

5. Please have all landowner(s) sign the application.

HDOT Response:
The HDOT signature on the application.

6. Please note that the OCCL stands by our previous comments in support and recommendation

level rise identified in previous correspondences regarding the proposed HDOT
Kamehameha Highway Realignment project.

HDOT Response:
The HDOT acknowledges your comment(s).

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Mr. Robert Sun, Project Manager, of the
Design Branch, Highways Design Section via email at robert.sun@hawaii.gov, or by
U.S. Postal Service to State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, 601 Kamokila Boulevard,
Room 609, Kapolei, Hawaii 96707.

Enclosures































































McClellan, Malie (USMM386154)
Text Box
Enclosure Item 1.
Revised Plan Sheets with additional details provided per OCCL Comment
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Enclosure Item 2.
Grassed Paver Plan and Landscape Planting Plan
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