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HAWAI‘I WILDLIFE CONSERVATION STAMP CONTEST OPENS 
 Artwork sought to feature the Melanistic Mutant (blue) Pheasant and a 

Hawaiian forest bird. 
 
(HONOLULU) – Artists are welcome to submit entries to the DLNR Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) in the 2024-25 Hawai’i Wildlife Conservation and 
Game Bird Stamp annual art contest. The wildlife conservation stamp is a 
requirement for Hawai‘i state hunting licensees. The game bird stamp is required 
for anyone intending to hunt game birds. Both stamps will also be available to 
stamp collectors.  
 

• The Game Bird Stamp will feature the Melanistic Mutant (blue) 
Pheasant (Phasianus colchius). The melanistic pheasant originated in 
Europe over 100 years ago and is a color mutation of the more common 
Ringneck Pheasant. These large, beautiful pheasants feature an 
iridescent, greenish-black plumage. This is a favorite variety for release 
programs as they can survive and reproduce in the wild. They are located 
on the islands of O‘ahu, Hawaiʻi, and Kaua‘i.  
 

• The Wildlife Conservation Stamp will feature a Hawaiian Forest Bird. 
 2024 is the year of Ka Makahiki o Nā Manu Nahele: The Year of the 
 Forest Bird, a time to celebrate the jewels of our Hawaiian forests. Our 
 native forest birds are uniquely Hawaiian. They exist only in Hawaiian 
 islands and nowhere else in the world.  These birds have critical 
 ecological roles as Hawaiian forest pollinators, seed dispersers, and insect 
 managers.  



 
Our forest birds are an inextricable part of Native Hawaiian culture in their roles 
as ʻaumakua (family deities) and messengers between akua (gods) and kānaka 
(people). Nā manu nahele are celebrated in mele (songs), moʻolelo (stories), 
ʻōlelo noʻeau (proverbs), kaʻao (legends), and in the creation of feather 
adornments, including lei hulu.  

 
CONTEST ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

 
SETTING: Hawai‘i Habitat 
 
SIZE: Completed painting with a maximum of 24” by 36” and unframed (to be 
reduced to 1” X 1.5” stamp) 
 
MEDIUM: Oil or acrylic preferred 
 
ENTRY: Completed oil or acrylic painting or an 8.5” X 11” photo/print/photocopy 
of a completed painting 
 
DEADLINE: All entries must be received by March 15, 2024. Notification of the 
winner will be made later in March. 
 
SHIPPING FEE: All paintings sent must be accompanied by a $35.00 fee to 
cover the cost of returning artwork. You must come to the Administration office to 
pick up your artwork if a check is not included. Checks are to be made payable to 
the DLNR. Otherwise, a photo, print, or photocopy of an original painting may be 
sent without fee (see application form). 

 
PAYMENTS: The winner will receive a maximum award of $1,000.  
 
Funds from Hawai‘i Wildlife Conservation Stamp sales go into the state Wildlife 
Revolving Fund to support wildlife populations and habitats and to manage the 
state’s hunting and non-game programs.  
 
Last year, revenues from both stamps were used to cover some of the costs of 
maintaining hunting units and to add game bird and game mammal hunting 
opportunities where possible. Proceeds from the sale of wildlife conservation 
stamps will also provide funds for salaries, the annual lease rental of the Lānaʻi 
Cooperative Game Management Area, and support wildlife diversity programs.  
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RESOURCES 
(All images/video courtesy: DLNR) 

 
HD video – Small Game Birds Put and Take, web feature (Nov. 24, 2021): 
https://vimeo.com/650077788?share=copy 
 
HD video – Small game birds put and take, media clips (Nov. 24, 2021): 
https://vimeo.com/649777485?share=copy 
 
HD video – Forest birds of Pu‘u Makalala, media clips (Dec. 6, 2022): 
https://vimeo.com/790242797?share=copy 

Photographs – Small game bird releases Kuaokala Game Management Area 
(Nov. 24, 2021): 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/i5naci5zakhg1r8rw6acd/h?rlkey=7psw5565bo4oi
b3pgve1yrwqo&dl=0 

Photographs – Forest birds of Pu‘u Maka‘ala Natural Area Reserve (Dec. 6, 
2022): 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/1ig66ns6cxk53zrg1bqrz/h?rlkey=yja39m1cmleg1
spddve8ohoyy&dl=0 
 
More information on the contest and application forms:  
DOFAW, 1151 Punchbowl St., Room 325, Honolulu, HI 96813 or at:  
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/recreation/files/2023/12/FY24-25-artist-application.pdf 
For questions contact Jason.D.Omick@hawaii.gov, (808) 347-6869. 
 
More on the Year of the Forest Bird: 
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/manu/#:~:text=2024%20is%20Ka%20Makahiki%20
o,nowhere%20else%20in%20the%20world. 
 
Media Contact: 
Dan Dennison 
Communications Director 
(808) 587-0396 
DLNR.comms@hawaii.gov 
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