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Hugo Karl Bruss 

The fifth bookkeeper for PMCo/LICo appears to have been Berlin-born Hugo Karl Bruss, who became a 
naturalized US citizen after immigrating to Hawaii in 1910.  He enlisted in the Hawaii National Guard in 
1917 and married Margaret Elizabeth Farden in 1918.  Both were recorded as residing in a house on 
Front Street from 192072 onward.  Bruss was promoted from “asst bkpr[,] PMCo,” a position that he 
held in 1921,73 to “bkpr[,] PMCo” by 192274 and was identified as “Bookkeeper” in the 1930 census.75  
He was listed similarly in the local directories from 1922 to 1936,76 was promoted to “Office Manager” 
by 1937,77 and remained in that position through at least 1940.78  Margaret appears to have taught at 
Kamehameha III school until 1927, was appointed “postmaster [for] Lahaina”79 by the following year, 
and served in that position through 1933.80  The couple resided on the Kaanapali side of the Manager 
of the Lahaina Store.81  

William Norris (N.) Hattie  

The sixth bookkeeper for LICo appears to have been William Hattie, the son of Anglo-Canadian parents 
who was born in Kukuihaele, Island of Hawaii.82  In 1920 he was a storekeeper in Paauilo.83  Sometime 
early in the decade he and his new wife Lillian moved to Lahaina and by 1925 he was listed in the local 
directory as the “bookkeeper” for Lahaina Ice Company while Lillian was employed at the local 
elementary school.84  In 1930 he was identified as a “cashier” at the LICo “ice plant” resided with his 
wife on Front Street.85  In the following year, he was once more listed as the LICo “bookkeeper,” and 
appears to have continued in that position through the end of the decade.86  By 1940 Wiliam and Lillian 
resided next door to Frank and Lilly87 and presumably Hattie was still in his position when the company 
was sold to Lahaina Power & Light Co. in 1943 during WWII.     

Later tenants of the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House from 1940-1995 remain unknown.  In the latter 
year the property was surveyed by land surveyor Wilfred Y.K. Chin and sold.  The second owners of 
the house were Mario G. and Henrietta Beekes (1995-2021).  In 2021 the property was purchased by 
its third and current owners, Dudley and Dora Millikin.          
                                                           
72 “Bruss, Hugo K [and] Margaret E,” “Main Street” “Lahaina Town,” ED 78, Sheet 18A, Lines 2-3, January 11-12, 1920.   
73 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1921, P. 1205. 
74 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1922, P. 1246.   
75 “Bruss, Hugo K [and] Margaret E,” “Front Street” “Lahaina Town,” ED 5-11, Sheet 4B, Lines 80-81, April 7, 1930.   
76 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1922, P. 1246; 1931-32, P. 642; 1932-33, 
P. 630; 1933-34, P. 606; 1934-35, P. 603; 1937-38, P. 719.    
77 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1935-36, P. 627.   
78 Bruss, Hugo K [and] Margaret E,” “Front Street” “Lahaina,” ED 5-10, Sheet 5B, Lines 69-70, April 6, 1940. 
79 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1928, P. 701.   
80 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1933, P. 606. 
81 “Bruss, Hugo K [and] Margaret E,” “Main Street” “Lahaina Town,” ED 78, Sheet 18A, Lines 2-3, January 11-12, 1920; 
“Bruss, Hugo K [and] Margaret E,” “Front Street” “Lahaina Town,” ED 5-11, Sheet 4B, Lines 80-81, April 7, 1930; “Bruss, Hugo 
K [and] Margaret E,” “Front Street” “Lahaina,” ED 5-10, Sheet 5B, Lines 69-70, April 6, 1940. 
82 “Hattie, William,” “Kukuihaele/Volcano Street,” “Hilo [sic],” ED 61, Sheet 21A, Line 7, June 14, 1900; Hattie, William,” 
“Kukuihaele/Mill Road,” “Hamakua,” ED 133, Sheet 9B, Line 46, April 22, 1910.   
83 “Hattie, William,” “Village Road” “Paauilo,” ED 30, Sheet 2B, Line 24, January 16, 1920. 
84 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1925-26, P. 660.  
85 “Hattie, William [and] Liliian,” “Front Street” “Lahaina Town,” ED 5-11, Sheet 4B, Lines 78-79, April 7, 1930.  
86 Polk-Husted Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii, 1931-32, P. 649; 1932-33, P. 637; 1933-
34, P. 612.     
87 “Hattie, William [and] Liliian,” “Front Street” “Lahaina,” ED 5-10, Sheet 5B, Lines 71-72, April 6, 1940.  
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Map 4.  Detail View, “Pioneer Mill Co Camps, Lahaina[,] Maui,” PMCo, 1920.  The location of the Farden House, 
the only PMCo dwelling sited along the shore at the Southeast end of Front Street, is indicated by arrow. 
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Map 5.  Detail View, “Map of Lahaina, Maui, T.H.,” PMCo 1935.  The locations of the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s 
House (A), Lunaville Camp or Village (B), and the Lahaina Ice Co. (C) are indicated by arrows. 
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Map 6. “PMCo Beach Front Residences,” PMCo, 1936.  The location of the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House 
is indicated by arrow and the adjacent PMCo Bookkeeper’s House is an identical “H-plan.”  
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Map 7.   “Lunaville Village” showing the uncharacteristic absence of a grid and vacant house sites. PMCo, 1936.  
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Map 8.  “Lahaina Ice Company Plant,” PMCo, 1936.     
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Map 9.  Survey map showing boundary of R.P. 1855, L.C. Aw. 2650, to Kekoalii for Kaili [271 Front Street], 
Situated at Puehuehunui, Lahaina, Maui, HI, Wilfred YK Chin, Licensed Professional Land Surveyor, February 28, 
1995.   
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Map 10.  Boundaries of NRHP property designation for the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House.    
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Figure 1.  Aerial Photograph of Lahaina (1949) with arrows showing locations of PMCo sugar mill or central (A), 
PMCo Lahaina Substation (B), PMCo Office (C), gridded Old Mil Camp or Village (D) and New Mill Camp or 
Village (E), gridded Skill Village (F), and Lahaina Ice Co. Plant (G).    
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Figure 2.  Aerial photograph of Lunaville Camp or Village showing absence of grid and vacant house sites (1949).   
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Figure 3.  Aerial Photograph of 200 block of Front Street, Lahaina (1949) with arrows showing locations of 
PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House (A), PMCo Bookkeeper’s House (B), and the PMCo Manager’s House (C).       
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Figure 4.  Aerial of the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House showing original rear open porch or lanai roof in 
corrugated metal that was later enclosed, between two hipped asphalt shingle roofs.  The adjacent PMCo 
Bookkeeper’s House exhibits a similar configuration that is characteristic of an “H”-Plan.         
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Figure 5.  Lahaina “H”-Plans for PMCo Bookkeeper’s House at 281 Front Street (above) and unidentified dwelling 
at 627 Luakini Street (below). Kehler, Annalise/Lahaina Restoration Foundation, “Lahaina Reconnaissance Level 
Survey (RLS)” (2012).   
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Figure 6.  Floor Plan of the Tenney Village House (1936) with enclosed front porch or lanai and no rear porch. 
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Figure 7.  First Floor plan of the PMCo/LICo Bookkeeper’s House 
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