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MINUTES
MAUI LĀNAʻI ISLANDS BURIAL COUNCIL

				DATE:		Wednesday, October 22, 2025
				TIME:		09:00 AM 
				PLACE:	Online via Teams
—AND—
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Maui District Office Complex Conference Room
130 Mahalani Street
Wailuku, HI 96793

This agenda and the listed submittals will be provided in the board packet. This meeting will be held using interactive conference technology under section 92-3.7, Haw. Rev. Stat. (HRS). Board members, staff, applicants, testifiers, and the public can choose to participate in person or online via Teams.

To Attend/Provide Testimony via Teams:

[bookmark: _Hlk209013512] https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmQxZWNjMjgtNTJjZC00NzBmLWE3MjctY2FjOTAyMjAxYWVk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223847dec6-63b2-43f9-a6d0-58a40aaa1a10%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b8f432d3-9111-42a2-9bb2-edb2895c4f60%22%7d

*** Audio Recording at https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/about/branches/ibc/meetings/***

MLIBC Members:	Present: 
Chair Dr. Scott Fisher (LLO), In-person
Member Everett Dowling (LLO), In-person
Member Dane Maxwell (Makawao), In-person
Honeygirl Duman, (Lāhainā) In-person
Member Iris Peʻelua (LLO), In-person
Member Noelani Paresa (Wailuku), Teams
Member Diane Preza (Lānaʻi), Teams

SHPD Staff:		Leinoa Kong, Burial Sites Specialist 
                                       April Greenberg, Lead Archeologist
			Ikaika Nakahashi Cultural Historian

 Guest:			Trevor Yucha (Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi), In-person
Foster Ampong (descendant), In-person
			Michelle Hoʻopiʻi (descendant), In-person
			Valerie Kamemoto (descendant), Teams 


I. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Scott Fisher calls to order the meeting 0:00:05

II. ROLL CALL/PULE

Council member Dane Maxwell opens with pule 0:00:25-0:01:05

III. MEETING MINUTES

A. [bookmark: _Hlk179207084]Approval of the Minutes for September 24, 2025. 

Summary: Deferred to the following meeting

Recording: 0:01:15-0:01:24

IV. BUSINESS

A. [bookmark: _Hlk203988062][bookmark: _Hlk203987987]Review of a Burial Treatment Plan for SIHP #50-50-04-09015 at the HECO Waiko Road Transmission Line Relocation Project, Waikapū Ahupuaʻa, Pūʻali Komohana District, Maui Island, TMK: (2) 3-8-005.
 
 Information/Discussion/Determination: Information, discussion, and review on above item.

Summary: Mr. Trevor Yucha provided a briefing on the project. He reported that iwi was found during their testing strategy and have consulted with Foster regarding the treatment plan. Council member Paresa inquires about the consultation process. Trevor explains that only one descendant was recognized for the burial in question. Chair Scott Fisher asks if there are any other descendants in the Waikapu ahupuaʻa. Trevor explains that they did provide consultation with other descendants during the AIS process. Council member Maxwell inquires about the testing strategy and the depth of the testing sites. Mr. Yucha gave a brief description and provided that the deepest testing site was at a depth of 5 feet. Chair Scott Fisher asks about the determination of “older fill”. Scott asks about the depth at which the burial was discovered. Trevor reported finding the burial at approximately 4.5 feet. Discussion on a low fence and vegetation that will potentially mark the burial. Council member Dane Maxwell expressed his feelings in regard to a low fence and or any type of  marking that would bring attention to the burial. He did suggest a large rock away from the burial that would act as a barrier and keep the the burial from being further impacted. Chair Fisher suggest that the engraving on the brass plates are both in Hawaiian and English. He also brings up a discussion about the types of plants that would be ideal for the location. Chair Fisher inquires about the possibilty and feasibility of planting hala. Council member Everett Dowling shared about three different occassion where the brass placard were stolen and that they can be taken in for recycling for money. The topic of carving on pōhaku instead was a solution that was brought forward. Council member Paresa states that she is not in favor of hala being planted and that hala was used in the past at Waiheʻe and was then removed by the County of Maui. She also added that the decision should be left to the recognized descendants. Council member Honeygirl Duman shared concerns regarding hala and the lau that falls and how the maintainance may be difficult. She also mentioned that when there is lauhala available it will often be gathered by practioners and weavers and so hala may not be the best choice. Mr. Ampong testifys that he is okay with the proposed burial treatment plan. He also speaks of the vegetation that was used in other preservation areas along Waiko. Pili, ʻAkiʻaki and Naupaka were some of the plants that were mentioned for consideration. Council member Everett Dowling asks Mr. Ampong how he felt about carved pōhaku being used for signage. Mr. Ampong expressed favor for this idea. The council makes a motion to accept the proposed burial treatment plan subject to the suggestions and recommendations made by the burial council. Council member Duman inquires about future finds. It is explained that since the AIS has been completed any subsequent finds would fall under the jurisdiction of the SHPD. Motion passes with one absence (Vernon Kalanikau) and one dissent (Noelani Paresa) the remaining six members are in favor.

Recording: 0:01:30-0:42:21

· Trevor Yucha 0:03:23-0:05:30
· Noelani Paresa 0:05:35-0:05:56
· Trevor Yucha 0:05:58-0:06:23
· Noelani 0:06:23-0:06:33
· Trevor Yucha 0:06:33-0:06:42
· Scott Fisher 0:06:46-0:06:54
· Trevor Yucha: 0:06:56-0:07:06
· Scott Fisher 0:07:06-0:07:17
· Dane Maxwell 0:07:18-0:08:28
· Scott Fisher 0:08:29-0:10:58
· Dane Maxwell 0:11:00-0:11:35
· Scott Fisher 0:11:36-0:12:27
· Dane Maxwell 0:12:28-0:14:52
· Noelani Paresa 0:14:55-0:15:40
· Scott Fisher 0:15:17-0:18:51
· Dane Maxwell 0:18:53-0:19:49
· Scott Fisher 0:19:50-0:22:21
· Everett Dowling 0:22:21-0:22:58
· Dane Maxwell 0:22:59-0:23:20
· Everett Dowling 0:23:22-0:23:56
· Noelani Paresa 0:24:16-0:24:48
· Honeygirl Duman 0:24:52-0:26:20
· Foster Ampong 0:27:45-0:33:20
· Honeygirl Duman 0:33:20-0:33:32
· Foster Ampong 0:33:32-0:36:17
· Scott Fisher 0:36:18-0:36:27
· Everett Dowling 0:36:28-0:37:33
· Dane Maxwell Motion 0:39:16
· 2nd by Everett Dowling 0:39:20
· Honeygirl Duman 0:39:33-40:57
· [bookmark: _Hlk216526144]Scott Fisher 0:40:58-0:42:21
· Motion passes with one absence and one dissent 0:42:19


B. [bookmark: _Hlk211419027]Descendancy Claim Application of Iaukeamakaiookalani Micah Hoʻopiʻi-Ampong to Identified Native Hawaiian Human Skeletal Remains of Kaʻahanui Kaleohano Located at Paeohi Street, Ahupuaʻa of Aki, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-5-023:069.

[bookmark: _Hlk209087785]Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to the identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

[bookmark: _Hlk216527997]Summary: The SHPD presents a letter recommending that the MLIBC recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to their ancestor named above. Council member Dane Maxwell asks about the assessment and recommendation letter that is provided by the SHPD. The MLIBC votes unanimously to recognize the applicant.


Recording: 0:42:24-0:48:52

· Chair Scott Fisher 0:42 24-0:43:20
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 0:43:21-0:44:37
· Dane Maxwell 0:45:03-0:45:47
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 0:47:30
· 2nd by Dane Maxwell 0:47:43
· Motion passes unanimously 0:48:36
[bookmark: _Hlk208568476]
[bookmark: _Hlk211416364]
C. Descendancy Claim Application of Colin Takaji Kaleolani Kamemoto to Identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains of Kaʻahanui Kaleohano Located at Paeohi Street, Ahupua’a of Aki, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-5-023:069. Descendancy Claim Application of Ian Kei Kealiʻi Kamemoto to Identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains of Kaʻahanui Kaleohano Located at Paeohi Street, Ahupuaʻa of Aki, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-5-023:069.

Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to the identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

[bookmark: _Hlk216621328]Summary: The SHPD presents a letter recommending that the MLIBC recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to their ancestor named above. Letter of recommendation is read by the SHPD. The applicant was not present however his mother who is a recognized lineal descendant to the same ancestor was present on his behalf. Chair Fisher offers opportunity for testifiers. There was none. Chair Fisher asks for questions or comments from the council. There were none. Council member Duman makes the motion and is 2nd by council member Dowling.

Recording: 0:48:53-0:52:47

· Chair Scott Fisher 0:48:53-0:40:23
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 0:49:23-0:50:32
· Scott Fisher 0:50:34-0:52:01
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 0:52:02
· 2nd by Everett Dowling 0:52:09
· Motion passes unanimously 0:52:36

D. [bookmark: _Hlk211421559][bookmark: _Hlk211418972] Descendancy Claim Application of Ian Kei Kealiʻi Kamemoto to Identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains of Kaʻahanui Kaleohano Located at Paeohi Street, Ahupuaʻa of Aki, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-5-023:069.

 Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to the identified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

[bookmark: _Hlk216621644]Summary: The SHPD presents a letter recommending that the MLIBC recognize the applicant as a lineal descendant to their ancestor named above. Letter of recommendation is read by the SHPD. The applicant was not present however his mother who is a recognized lineal descendant to the same ancestor was present on his behalf. Chair Fisher offers opportunity for testifiers. There was none. Chair Fisher asks for questions or comments from the council. There were none. Council member Honeygirl Duman makes the motion and is 2nd by council member Dane Maxwell.

Recording: 0:52:53-0:57:20

· Chair Scott Fisher 0:52:53- 0:53:19-
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 0:53:20-0:54:29
· Scott Fisher 0:54:29-0:56:17
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 0:56:20
· 2nd by Dane Maxwell 0:56:24
· Motion passes unanimously 0:56:43

E. [bookmark: _Hlk211419894]Descendancy Claim Application of Iaukeamakaiookalani Micah Hoʻopiʻi-Ampong to Unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains Located at Loko o Mokuhinia, Ahupuaʻa of Waiokama and Lower Waineʻe, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-6-007; 001; 002 and 036-038.

Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a cultural descendant to the unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

Summary: The SHPD presents a letter recommending that the MLIBC recognize the applicant as a cultural descendant to their ancestor named above. Letter of recommendation is read by the SHPD. The applicant was not present however his mother and father who is a recognized descendant to the same ancestor was present on his behalf. Council member Paresa recuses herself for the next three agenda items and calls for an investigation into why the SHPD is excluding certain descendants from consultation. She is requesting an investigation into why the SHPD would consider cultural descendancy applications if there are already recognized lineal descendants to the same iwi kūpuna. Scotts suggests agendizing the topic for the next meeting. Council member Maxwell questions the language on the agenda item since there are two listed ahupuaʻa associated with Mokuʻula. The SHPD explained that Mokuʻula sits between the ahupuaʻa of Waiokama and lower Waine’e and Kipuka has Paunau encompassing many smaller ahupuaʻa. The SHPD will be continuing to update their mapping system. Discussion was had on recognizing descendants in the future to Mokuhinia and if the applicant would have to be a descendant of both Waineʻe and Lower Waiokama. If the applicant is a recognized descendant to either ahupua’a, they could be considered and recognized as a cultural descendant to Mokuʻula and Mokuhinia. Council member Maxwell suggests agendizing this item so that we are clear on how we will be moving forward with descendancy recognitions regarding Mokuʻula in the future. Mr. Ampong testifies and asks SHPD if there are any recognized lineal descendants of iwi that were discovered at Mokuhinia. According to the SHPD there has not been any recognized lineal descendants of which they are currently aware. 

Recording: 0:57:23-1:31:15

· Chair Scott Fisher 0:57:23-0:58:08
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 0:58:14-0:59:26
· Noelani Paresa 0:59:37-1:09:35
· Scott Fisher 1:09:36-1:10:29
· Dane Maxwell 1:10:39-1:11:06
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 1:11:07-1:12:24
· Scott Fisher 1:12:25-1:12:44
· Dane Maxwell 1:12:44-1:13:16
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 1:13:16-1:13:30
· Dane Maxwell 1:13:30-1:14:00
· Council discussion 1:14:00-1:16:23
· Foster Ampong 1:16:33-1:20:50
· Scott Fisher 1:20:50-1:21:35
· Honeygirl Duman 1:21:39-1:26:07
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 1:27:06
· 2nd by Everett Dowling 1:27:14
· Foster Ampong 1:27:24-1:30:36
· Scott Fisher 1:30:37-1:31:15
· [bookmark: _Hlk216813277]Motion passes with one absence and one abstention 1:30:52-1:31:13




F. [bookmark: _Hlk211420022][bookmark: _Hlk211420093]Descendancy Claim Application of Colin Takaji Kaleolani Kamemoto to Unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains Located at Loko o Mokuhinia, Ahupuaʻa of Waiokama and Lower Waineʻe, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-6-007; 001; 002 and 036-038.

Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a cultural descendant to the unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

Summary: Council member Dane Maxwell asks if the Attorney General still reviews the agenda items. SHPD responds that they do. Council member Noelani Paresa states for the record that there are other cultural descendants to the same iwi at the same location. Council member Honeygirl Duman thanks Foster and his ʻohana for their applications and intention to protect iwi. Motion passes with one absence and one abstention.

Recording: 1:31:17-1:37:33

· Chair Scott Fisher 1:31:17-1:31:54
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 1:31:55-1:33:00
· Dane Maxwell 1:33:09-1:33:16
· Noelani Paresa 1:33:34-1:35:19
· Honeygirl Duman 1:36:13-1:36:59
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 1:37:01
· 2nd by Dane Maxwell 1:37:04
· [bookmark: _Hlk216815789][bookmark: _Hlk216813721]Motion passes with one absence and one abstention 1:33:17-1:37:33



G. Descendancy Claim Application of Ian Kei Kealiʻi Kamemoto to Unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal Remains Located at Loko o Mokuhinia, Ahupuaʻa of Waiokama and Lower Waineʻe, Moku of Lāhainā, Island of Maui TMK: (2) 4-6-007; 001; 002 and 036-038.

[bookmark: _Hlk211418941][bookmark: _Hlk211416673][bookmark: _Hlk211419814][bookmark: _Hlk211420268]Discussion/Determination: Discussion and determination on the Department’s recommendation to recognize the applicant as a cultural descendant to the unidentified Native Hawaiian Skeletal remains at above address. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199768276][bookmark: _Hlk208569181][bookmark: _Hlk211416702]The Council may elect to go into executive session pursuant to HAR §13-300-25(d). The Council may close a meeting whenever the location or description of Native Hawaiian burial site is under consideration. The chairperson, by the concurrence of a majority of members present at the meeting, shall be authorized to require the public to leave the meeting while the confidential matter is being discussed and reopen the meeting once the confidential matter is no longer being considered.

Summary: Council member Noelani Paresa inquires about descendancy claims and asks for clarification on the descendancy claim application process of children of parents who have already been recognized. The chair provides her with a recap of what was discussed at a previous MLIBC meeting regarding the application process. Council member Noelani Paresa asks for clarification on the acceptance and recognition of cultural descendants to iwi when there has already been recognized lineal descendants to the iwi. Foster Ampong provides testimony providing additional clarity about cultural and lineal descendancy claims. Noelani pulls up an agenda item from 2023 where Mr. Ampong applies for cultural descendancy. Noelani asks him if he is a recognized cultural descendant of iwi found in Waiheʻe. Relevance of questioning is uncertain. Chair Fisher offers to have it agendized for another meeting. SHPD (Leinoa Kong) makes a statement on her vetting process. She expresses gratitude to the Kimokeo ʻohana for sharing their moʻokuauhau to the extent in which they did and that she feels honored and understands why certain family’s genealogical information is not made available to the public. 


Recording: 1:37:35-1:54:01

· Chair Scott Fisher 1:37:35-1:37:59
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 1:37:59-1:39:03
· Noelani Paresa 1:39:16-1:44:07
· Foster Ampong 1:44:08-1:50:08
· Noelani Paresa 1:50:20-1:51:34
· Honeygirl Duman Motion 1:52:03
· 2nd by Dane Maxwell 1:52:10
· Motion passes with one absence and one abstention 1:52:20-1:52:37
· Leinoa Kong (SHPD) 1:52:50-1:54:01


V. ANNOUCEMENTS

A. The Next MLIBC Meeting is Scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025.
Summary: 1:54:02-1:57:28

Recording: Burial council discussion on date of the next MLIBC meeting.

· Meeting Adjourned 1:57:28

To Provide Written Testimony:
We encourage interested persons to submit written testimony in advance of the meeting, which will be distributed to Board members prior to the meeting and allow a timely review. Please submit written testimony via email to: Leinoa.kong@hawaii.gov. Written testimonies can also be mailed to 130 Mahalani Street, Wailuku, HI 96793. Written testimonies may be posted upon the MLIBC meeting website; as a precaution, please be mindful with any personal information prior to submitting unless you intend it to be shared. Late written testimony will be retained as part of the record and distributed to MLIBC members as soon as practicable, but we cannot ensure the MLIBC will receive it in sufficient time to review, prior to decision-making.

To Provide In-Person Oral Testimony 
Attend in-person at: 130 Mahalani Street, Wailuku HI 96793.

To Provide Testimony by Telephone:
On the day of the meeting at the start of the agenda item you wish to testify on, https://hawaii.zoom.us/j/98634757249
Meeting ID: 986 3475 7249 Passcode: 799743 Find your local number: https://hawaii.zoom.us/u/acB9pEdf0x and follow the prompts.

To Provide Video/Zoom Testimony:
Please send your request in a timely manner to: Leinoa.kong@hawaii.gov with your information, email address, and the agenda item you wish to testify on. Once your request has been received, you will receive a confirmation email with pertinent information. You may testify without signing up in advance.

We kindly ask that all oral/video testimony be limited to not more than three (3) minutes. We ask that you identify yourself and any affiliation before speaking, but you can choose not to do so.

Pursuant to §92-3 Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), all interested persons shall be afforded an opportunity to present oral testimony or submit data, views, or arguments, in writing on any agenda item. Additionally, pursuant to a policy adopted by the Maui Lānaʻi Islands Burial Council at its November 17, 2005, meeting, oral testimony for items listed on the agenda is limited to three minutes per person, per agenda item.

The MLIBC may go into Executive Session pursuant to section 92-5(a)(4), HRS, in order to consult with its attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Board's powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities.

Pursuant to §92-4, §92-5(a)(8), and §6E-43.5 HRS, and upon compliance with the procedures set forth in §92-4, HRS, the council may go into a closed meeting to consider information that involves the location or description of a burial site.

Pursuant to §92-2.5(d) HRS, if a meeting must be cancelled due to lack of quorum, the present council members may elect to continue to receive testimony and presentations on items on the agenda.

A request to be placed on a burial council meeting agenda must be made with the Burial Sites Program staff at least two weeks preceding the scheduled meeting date. In addition, the request must be accompanied by all related documents. Failure to comply with this procedure will delay the item to the following month’s agenda.

[bookmark: _Hlk26952512]Materials related to items on the agenda are available for review at the State Historic Preservation Division located at 130 Mahalani St., Wailuku, HI 96793. 

If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please contact, Burial Sites Specialist, at (808) 652-1510 or leinoa.kong@hawaii.gov as soon as possible. Requests made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. Upon request, this agenda and other materials are available in alternate/accessible formats.
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