Aloha Members of the Endangered Species Recovery Committee,
My name is Ric Berry and I am the landowner of the area where KIUC’s HCP Upper Manoa Valley conservation site is located. KIUC has been funding seabird conservation at Upper Manoa since 2016. The good work that ARC and Hallux have done at Upper Manoa has gone a long way towards protecting Newell’s shearwater and better understanding this special species. For many years I have wanted Upper Manoa Valley to be an area designated for the protection of seabirds and I support Upper Manoa Valley being included in KIUC’s HCP.
The construction of the predator exclusion fence and implementation of social attraction at Upper Manoa Valley is an important part of seabird conservation and I want to see it happen. Upper Manoa is located along a major flyway. Drawing birds along that flyway that may go to otherwise unprotected sites will significantly benefit the species. KIUC’s commitment to constructing a fence at Upper Manoa and conducting social attraction are foundational components of my agreement with KIUC to include Upper Manoa in the HCP.
I am anxious to see the HCP be finalized so we can move forward with all the conservation efforts that will benefit Newell’s. I hope you will consider my testimony in your deliberations. Thank you for your time.
Mahalo,  Ric Berry
