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State of Hawaii 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

 
October 13, 2017  

 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
Approval of an Offshore Offshore Mooring Outside Lahaina Offshore Mooring Zone, and  

Declare Project Exempt from Requirements of Chapter 343, HRS, and Title 11,  
Chapter 200, Hawaii Administrative Rules for  

Atlantis Submarines Hawaii, LLC  
Island of Maui, Hawaii 

                 
REQUEST 
 
The Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation (“DOBOR”) is requesting that the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources (“Board”) approve an existing permanent offshore mooring to the subject 
permittee and declare the installation exempt from the requirements of Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
Chapter 343 to prepare an Environmental Assessment (“EA”), due to the use of submerged State 
land and the proposed offshore mooring being located outside of the existing Lahaina Offshore 
Mooring Zone as required by HAR 13-235-9.  This mooring was designed by Makai Ocean 
Engineering and approved by the Department of Transportation in 1991 and has been used by 
Atlantis Submarines Hawaii, LLC ever since.   
 
In order to bring the existing offshore mooring into compliance, Atlantis Submarines Hawaii, LLC 
(“Applicant”), is requesting after-the-fact approval from the Board for the existing offshore mooring 
outside of the designated Lahaina Offshore Mooring Zone due to insufficient water depths and 
congestion of existing vessels in the zone, both of which present a risk of damage to their vessel and 
possible grounding during large storm and ocean swell events.  In addition, the Applicant is 
requesting an exemption from Chapter 343 according to the Department’s Exemption List. The 
Applicant’s request is attached as Exhibit A. 
 
PERMITS 
 
The Applicant has obtained a Letter of Permission from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (“ACOE 
Permit”) authorizing the installation and use of the existing mooring.  A Mooring Installation Plan, 
prepared by a licensed structural engineer, has also been submitted to and approved by DOBOR 
Engineering Branch.  The ACOE Permit and approved Mooring Installation Plan are attached with 
Exhibit A. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT EXEMPTION 
 
In accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rule (HAR) Section 11-200-8(A) and the Exemption List 
for the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department), approved by the Environmental 
Council, on June 5, 2015, it has been determined that the installation of the existing mooring is 
exempt from the preparation of an EA pursuant to the following exemptions: 
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