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April 13, 2018 

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS TO ADOPT A NEW 
CHAPTER UNDER HAW All ADMINISTRATIVE RULES ("HAR") AS TITLE 13 

CHAPTER 60.9, MO'OMOMI COMMUNITY-BASED SUBSISTENCE FISHING 

AREA, MOLOKA'I, TO MANAGE AND PROTECT FISH STOCKS AND TO 
REAFFIRM TRADITIONAL AND CUSTOMARY NATIVE HAWAIIAN 

SUBSISTENCE FISHING PRACTICES ALONG THE NORTHWEST COAST OF 

MOLOKA'I 

Submitted for your consideration and approval is a request to hold public hearings to 

adopt Hawaii Administrative Rules ("HAR") chapter 13-60.9 to designate the Mo'omomi 
Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Area, Moloka'i ("Mo'omomi CBSFA"), to 
reaffirm and protect traditional and customary native Hawaiian fishing and malama 

practices that inform place based stewardship for the improvement of managing key 
threatened species and preventing further degredation of fishery stocks along the 
northwest coast of Moloka' i. The Mo'omomi CBSF A is an excellent example of the 
interweaving of traditional and modern scientific knowledge and improving the 
Depa1iment of Land and Natural Resources ("DLNR") and the community's capacity to 
co-manage the State's public trust resources. 

HISTORY 

DLNR and community driven efforts to designate Mo'omomi as a CBSFA span over 20 
years and eight DLNR administrations. The following provides a brief history of the 
relevant events that have culminated in the proposal currently before the board. 

Historically, the marine resources of the Mo'omomi and notihwestern coastline of 

Moloka'i have sustained the local population since at least 900 A.O. Ho'olehua 
Homesteaders and the fishing families of Mo'omomi have continued these traditions and 
refer to Mo'omomi as their icebox and ipu kai, the bread bowl of a community that relies 
heavily on subsistence. Mo'omomi's fishers also continue to utilize and promote the use 

of the traditional fishing trail that allows them to sustainably gather along the coastline. 

While experiencing declines of key subsistence marine species in the early 1990s, 
Governor John Waihe'e appointed the Moloka'i Subsistence Task Force to document the 
importance of subsistence gathering, how much families' food comes from subsistence, 
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