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The Curator Program was initiated in 1987 by the State Historic Preservation Division 

(SHPD) and the Division of State Parks to encourage community involvement in the care and 
management of historic and cultural sites on State-owned properties. Over the years, this volunteer 
program has expanded to include natural resources in the parks and projects such as educational 
programs, interpretation, and site restoration. The agreements developed between the organization 
and the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) outline the responsibilities of the 
volunteer organization for a 5-year term. 

Ka'ena Point State Park was set-aside to the Division of State Parks to preserve and protect 
the natural, cultural, and scenic resources within the 778-acres on both sides ofKa'ena Point. This 
park consists of two sections: Mokule'ia on the northern side of Ka'ena Point and the Makua
Keawa 'ula Section on the southern side. The two park sections are separated by the Ka' ena Point 
Natural Area Reserve situated at the point. This agreement addresses the Makua-Keawa'ula 
Section which encompasses Makua Beach, the coastline makai of Farrington Highway in the 
ahupua'a of Kahanahaiki, Keawa'ula Beach, and the Keawa'ula area mauka of Farrington 

Highway where the park comfort station and parking lot are located. 

Protectors of Paradise (POP) is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization formed in 2016 with a 
mission of protecting and conserving the land, ocean, community and wildlife ofHawai'i for future 
generations. POP addresses environmental and community problems, such as litter, illegal 
dumping, vandalism, and environmental conditions through clean-up projects, education, research, 
and outreach activities. 

POP has partnered with State Parks for the past two years on various clean-up projects at 
Makua and Keawa'ula through an Adopt-A-Park agreement. In addition, POP has partnered with 
NOAA on the Dolphin SMART Program which promotes responsible stewardship of the dolphins 
that frequent Makua. They work closely with the Makai Watch Program on educational outreach 
along the Leeward Coast of O'ahu. Because members of POP have cultural ties to the Makua
Keawa'ula area, they are knowledgeable about the cultural sites and traditions of the area, 

including care for the Makua Cemetery within the park boundaries. These members also 
participate in the Department's Aha Moku Advisory Committee and have assisted State Parks on 
cultural matters related to the Makua-Keawa 'ula Section of the park. 
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