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Act 156, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 2018, requires the Department of Land and Natural Resources
(Department) to allow applicants for marine event permits to submit an application up to one
year before a proposed event; requires the Department to use its best efforts to grant or deny a
permit within thirty days of receiving an application; requires the permit applicant to show proof
of insurance and proof of approval from the land owner; allows the Department to issue an
exclusive marine use permit; allows the Department to adopt rules to effectuate the Act; defines
"marine event"; allows the Department to adopt rules to mitigate the hazards posed by marine
event spectators; and requires the Department to report to the Legislature in the regular session
of 2019 its progress in implementing the permitting process and adopting rules pursuant to the
Act.
The Department's Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation (DOBOR) administers the marine
event permitting program on behalf of the U.S. Coast Guard. DOBOR does not need to revise its
permit application forms to meet the requirements of this Act and is focusing its efforts on
drafting and implementing administrative rules necessary to effectuate the Act, in accordance
with Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter 91. DOBOR is currently consulting with
stakeholders, including the Hawai‘i Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation
Administration, and members of the public, to determine how best to draft and implement
administrative rules.
DOBOR is in the process of completing a rule draft, which will be reviewed by the Department
of the Attorney General, the Small Business Regulatory Review Board, the Board of Land and
Natural Resources, and the Governor for approval to hold public hearings on the draft. After
public hearings are completed, DOBOR will return to the aforementioned entities for approval to
adopt and implement the rules with any changes deemed necessary based on public hearing
testimony.
Due to the requirements of HRS Chapter 91, DOBOR estimates that the rulemaking process will
take about ten to twelve months for implementation of rules, or approximately September 2019
to November 2019.

