
Ke Ala o Kūlanihākoʻi (Kūlani Trails)
Request to Include the Bicycle Trails in the 
Waiākea Timber Management Area as a 

Nā Ala Hele Program Trail



Trail Location-TMK 2-4-08: Por.22 South Hilo 
and a map of the initial tree plantings 



Ka Mōʻaukala 
• From 1983 to 1985 this 330 acre plot formerly 

leased by Puna Sugar was planted with Eucalyptus 
to provide a constant wood supply for Hawaiʻi’s 
forest products industry

• Original trails  were started by motorcyclists

• In 1990, these trails  were adopted by the 
mountain bicycling community 

• In 1995 the DLNR Land Division designated this 
area as a “non-land use issue”

• Used multiple times for organized bicycle fun 
rides, non-commercial use from 1991-2009

• In 2012 , Hawaiʻi State Forestry Division and WTM 
working with local club BIMBA agreed to offer 
permitted use to bicycles 

• Also in 2012, a trail map  was created using GPS 
technology (JB Friday, U.H. Forestry). This map is 
handed out to all permited users

• 2014 BIMBA contributed over 450 volunteer hours 
in Hurricane Isselle clean up effort  in this WTM 
trail system 



Benefit to Local User Group(s)
• Including Kūlani Trails as a Nā Ala Hele program 

trail designated for bicycle use would be the first 
of its kind on Hawaiʻi Island 

• The trail would be managed by the DLNR to 
maximize the bicyclists “riding experience” 
without disregarding other user groups

• Area has excellent drainage and soil composition 
that suits bicycle riding in all kinds of weather. 
The upper Waiākea ATV/Motorcycle park does 
not offer this. Its’ ground is often too muddy for 
bicycle use

• Providing access serves the large number of 
registered users in our county 

• Fosters a positive working relationship between
local user group(s) and State DLNR officials

• Easy access due to the close proximity to Hilo
• Ensures long-term access for bicyclists as well as 

other user groups



Advantages and Benefits to Hawaiʻi State 
DLNR/Nā Ala Hele Trails Program

• Trail already encompasses approximately 10 miles of 
connected singletrack trails that are currently cleaned 
and maintained by volunteers of BIMBA

• Trail system can be added to Nā Ala Hele with minimal 
resources used  by the State DLNR

• Permit and waiver system already in place

• Trail map including GPS points already in use and issued 
with permit

• Close proximity to Upper Waiākea ATV Park

• Limit long term liability to State of Hawaiʻi

• Promote active lifestyle that aligns with the Nā Ala Hele 
mission statement

• Promotes education of mountain bicyclists in order that 
they may more fully conform to state needs and 
preferences in order to ensure continued access

• Adding a mountain bicycle park to Nā Ala Hele trails
program on Hawaiʻi Island will help DLNR to conform to 
the National Recreational Trails Program as a “non-
motorized vehicle” trail



State Of Hawaiʻi DLNR determines that 
mountain bicycle use in Lower Waiākea Forest 

Reserve a “non land use issue”



Waiākea Mountain Bike Trail Map





Request of Nā Ala Hele, Hawaiʻi Island 
Advisory Council

Recommend to the DLNR Chair to add the Kūlani Trails System at 
the Waiākea Timber Management Area, as a State Nā Ala Hele 
program trail for bicyclists. 


