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KO'OLAUPOKO HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB

May 22, 2019

TO: Suzanne Case, Chair
& Members, Board of L.and & Natural Resources

FROM: Leialoha Kaluhiwa, President
Ko olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club

SUBJECT: Denial of Administrative Hearing Requested by Kama aina Care, Inc.
Re: Non-Renewal of Kane ohe Bay Waters Commercial Use Permit No. CO038251

Aloha Chair Case and Board Members:

The Ko olapoko Hawaiian Civic Club supports the recommendation of your staff to deny an
administrative hearing concerning non-renewal of a commercial use permit for Kama aina Care,
Inc., in Kane ohe Bay.

We have reviewed the justification offered by your staff which explains the reasons for the denial,
and concur with their explanations.

The fact that this commercial permit was approved, in the first place, is troubling to us. Back in
20006, when the applicant apparently first received the approval of the Kane ohe Bay Regional
Council, our community was very concerned at this exception granted to the permittee that seemed
to run contrary to the Kane ohe Bay Master Plan. We were even more concerned when we learned
that permits were renewed several times since then.

Unfortunately, since DLNR statutorily is the lead on calling meetings of the KBRC, we have been
unable to register our opposition to these renewals due to the scarcity of meetings of that council.
Many in our community have observed that the kayak business has continued unabated, often
unescorted, and exceeding the numbers of 16 seats per day as restricted by the permit.

We commend the Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation for taking decisive action to resolve
this mattet.

Mahalo for allowing us to offer our mana’o on this important matter

The Ko olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club was established in 1937 and is one of the largest in the Association of
Hawaiian Civic Clubs nationwide. Ko olaupoko HCC is a not-for-profit community organization dedicated
to preserving and perpetuating the history, heritage and culture of Native Hawaiians and providing
leadership and scholarships. Its membership is open to people of Hawaiian ancestry and those who are
“Hawaiian at heart.”

P. O. Box 664 * Kaneohe, HI 96744
Ph. (808) 235-8111 / 226-4195 * www.koolaupoko-hcc.org






TESTIMONY FOR
THE MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DATE: FRIDAY, MAY 24, 2019
TIME: 9:15 A.M.
PLACE: KALANIMOKU BUILDING
LAND BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 132
Re: Testimony in Strong Support of Agenda Item 1
Grant of Term, Non-Exclusive Easement to Wai‘oli Valley Taro Hui, Inc. for
Surface Water Diversion and Irrigation Purposes, Wai‘oli, Hanalei, Kauai, Tax
Map Key: (4) 5-6-002:001 (portion).
TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT
Aloha Chair Case and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. My name is Rachel
James, and I am in strong support of the Land Board expeditiously granting the Wai‘oli Valley
Taro Hui, Inc.’s requested easement.
As a person for whom poi was literally a life saver (it was my sustenance during Na Wahine o
Ke Kai), seeing the devastation of the Wai’oli Valley Taro Hui (“Hui”), Inc.’s taro fields hit
home. The floods damaged the traditional lo’i kalo system in Wai’oli, as well as the homes of the
farmers who work so hard to maintain this historic system to produce present-day livelihoods.
These farmers are still suffering as they continue to cope with a limited ability to repair flood-
caused damage to the traditional lo’i kalo system upstream irrigation channels. Many of their
fields lie fallow due to an insufficient supply of water.
As a student in the Environmental Law Clinic at the William S. Richardson School of Law this
spring, I was fortunate to use the legal skills I’ve learned in law school to support the Wai‘oli

taro farmers in their restoration efforts. During the clinic I visited the farmers and saw firsthand

the acres of damaged, under-irrigated taro fields, as well as the jigsaw of boulders and felled





trees obstructing the manowai (traditional intake from the main stream channel), po’owai
(secondary diversion to traditional irrigation ditches), and ‘auwai (traditional kalo irrigation
ditches).

To restore the traditional lo°I kalo system will require a substantial undertaking by the farmers
and their community partners. Collaboration is necessary, and the Board is a valued partner is
this restoration effort. Farming is both the farmers’ livelihood and ours, because what they do
directly contributes to the health and wellness of the people for whom they supply taro across the
entire state.

The inclusion of this agenda item for the May 24, 2019 hearing gives me hope that each of the
Board members understand the importance and necessity of expeditious action in support of
these farmers. Thank you for honoring the taro farmers’ important contributions to our state’s
well-being by placing their request on the agenda.

I am grateful for this opportunity to testify and encourage each of you to vote in support of the

Hui being granted their requested easement.

Thank you for welcoming this testimony.

Sincerely,

Rachel James, J.D.






Department of Land and Natural Resources
Aha Moku Advisory Committee
State of Hawaii
Post Office Box 621
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809

May 24, 2019

RECOMMENDATION OF SUPPORT

Before the Board of Land and Natural Resources

BLNR Agenda Item J-1

Denial of Administrative Hearing requested by Kama’aina Care, Inc. (KCI)
Re: Non-Renewal of Kaneohe Bay Waters Commercial Use Permit No. CO038251

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources (Land Board),

On behalf of the Aha Moku Advisory Committee (AMAC), Mokupuni (Island) of Kakuhihewa (O’ahu), and the Moku of
Ko’olaupoko which encompasses the Ahupua’a of He’eia, Kaneohe, Kailua, Mokapu, Waimanalo, Kahaluu, Waihe’e,
Kaalea, Waihole, Waikane, Hakipuu, and Kualoa, we offer supporting testimony on the recommendation of the DLNR
Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation (DOBOR). We ask that the Land Board deny KCI’s request for an administrative
hearing.

For many years now, the Ko’olaupoko Moku which includes the ahupua’a of Heeia have been deeply concerned about the
commercial enterprises of Kama’aina Kids. We had hoped when the Kama’aina Kids first received their Commercial Use
Permit (CUP) in 1990, management would have worked closely with the people in protecting and promoting the strong
Native Hawaiian Natural and Cultural sustainability practices that went hand in hand with protecting the natural resources
of Kaneohe Bay and Heeia. An added hope was that the native Hawaiian significance of where the Heeia State Park is
located would have been studied and expanded by the people who were entrusted with the management of the Park — the
Kama’aina Kids.

For the following reasons, we cannot support KCI’s application for an administrative hearing:

o KClI clearly broke the rules when they did not reapply for their CUP in a timely manner as stated by DOBOR in its
submittal (see Background in DOBOR Submittal J-1);

o KCI’s commercial activity violates the terms of the CUP, does not comply with the permits limitations, or the rules
and regulations for the use of Kaneohe Bay;

e The conditions for the CUP clearly states that commercial tours are limited to direct operating costs for the tour
which includes only labor and fuel. According to KCI, that amount comes up to $40 per person. However, the
Holokai website clearly and openly advertises for the following:

o Holokai Hobie Catamaran Sailing Adventure — Adults: $199, Children (5-12) $169
o Self-guided Kayak and Snorkel Discovery - $109 per person

¢ And most importantly, in its tours and on its website, KCI clearly advertises kayaking to the Kaneohe sandbar which
they call the “Sunken Island”. That sunken island is Ahu Laka, one of the most significant culturally important sites
on the entire Windward coast.

e And, to add insult to injury, the whole front of the Heeia State Park building is one big advertisement to purchase
commercial tours.





Since Aha Moku became attached to DLNR in 2013, we have worked well with DLNR, including DOBOR on all the
Islands, including Kakuhihewa, Oahu. A strong level of trust and collaboration has developed — one that we truly treasure.
Because of that trust, we must share our concern about Heeia. Where are the Hawaiians who have the lineal and generational
knowledge of Heeia, including the area that the park, and therefore, Kama’aina Kids manage?

My family has held the distinction of being the konohiki of Heeia for the past 200 years. And, until my husband Jerry
Kaluhiwa died in 2016, the local families who hold the generational knowledge of the Heeia Ahupua’a shared all with
DLNR.

Our family has been on this same ahupua’a’ for over 200 years. We, along with many others are connected to He’eia in
ways that cannot be broken — and need the reassurance from the State of Hawai’l that this connection between the people
and our resources will continue through the generations. We do not believe the current lessee understands this kind of
connection, nor do they pursue it.

My three-times great-grandmother was the High Chiefess of Koa O Mokumoku O He’eia Ahupua’a. It was her kuleana,
carried down through the generations to me, to do what is best for the people. The last konohiki of He’eia Ahupua’a was
my husband, Jerry Kaluhiwa, who passed away on December 29, 2016. Now, that kuleana still permeates our community
—we must do what is pono for the people of He’eia and Ko’olaupoko.

For the sake of our history, our traditions, our livelihood, and our communities, the people of He’eia and the larger
community of Ko’olaupoko, we request that this esteemed Land Board deny the Administrative Hearing that is requested
by Kama’aina Care, Inc. (KCI)

Please understand that the Heeia State Park is not just a private park. It is a community place that is steeped in history and
tradition that is unique only to Heeia. It should not be used as the personal office of an organization whose sole purpose is
to make money for private commercialism.

Respectfully yours,

Leialoha (Rocky) Kaluhiwa, Po’o

Moku O Kakuhihewa (Island of O’ahu)

Generational and traditional cultural practitioner of He’eia Ahupua’a
Aha Moku Advisory Committee, DLNR

Phone: 808-286-7955, Email: rockykaluhiwall22@gmail.com





