
State of Hawaii
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

June 26, 2020 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: APPROVE INSTALLATION OF AN OFFSHORE MOORING OUTSIDE 
OF AN ESTABLISHED OFFSHORE MOORING AREA, KEAUHOU 
BAY, KAILUA-KONA, ISLAND OF HAWAII, HAWAII, FOR WILLIAM 
MURTAGH 

REQUEST:

The Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation (“DOBOR”) is requesting that the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources (“Board”) approve the installation of an existing offshore mooring within 
Keauhou Bay in Kailua-Kona on the Island of Hawaii.  As required by HAR 13-235-9, any applicant 
requesting to moor a vessel outside of an established offshore mooring area must obtain approval 
from the Board.  

Keauhou Bay is a designated offshore mooring area identified in the “Documentation of Facilities for 
the Boating Program Transfer to the Department of Land and Natural Resources,” when the Boating 
Program was transferred from the Department of Transportation to DLNR.  However, Keauhou Bay
was never established as an offshore mooring area in HAR 13-235.  Therefore, as required by HAR 
13-235-9, the installation of all moorings within Keauhou Bay must obtain approval from Board.

The applicant, Mr. William Murtagh (“Applicant”), has been using an existing offshore mooring in
Keauhou Bay that has been in place for several years. He is requesting that the Board approve 
installation of the mooring outside of an established offshore mooring zone, as required by HAR 13-
235-9. The Applicant’s request is attached with Exhibit A.

PERMITS AND COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL LAW: 

In order to comply with Federal Law (Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors act of 1899), DOBOR is 
requiring that all offshore moorings under their jurisdiction obtain a permit from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (“ACOE”).  In addition, to ensure that the mooring system is structurally sound, 
DOBOR is requiring that all offshore mooring permittees submit an Offshore Mooring Installation 
Plan, prepared by a licensed structural engineer, for approval. 
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The Applicant has obtained a Nationwide Permit Verification Letter from the ACOE authorizing the 
installation and use of the existing mooring.  An Offshore Mooring Installation Plan, prepared by a 
licensed structural engineer, has also been submitted to and approved by DOBOR Engineering 
Branch.  The ACOE Permit and approved Mooring Installation Plan are attached with Exhibit A. 
 
In accordance with HAR 13-235-6, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and DLNR, 
Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) must determine whether an offshore mooring is detrimental to 
the habitat or spawning ground of marine life.  Through the ACOE permitting process, NMFS has 
been consulted and determined the offshore moorings have no detrimental effect to the habitat or 
spawning ground of marine life.  DAR has also been consulted and concurred that the offshore 
moorings have no detrimental effect to the habitat or spawning ground of marine life. 
 
HRS CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 

Compliance with HRS Chapter 343 and HAR Chapter 11-200.1 is not required as the offshore 
mooring is existing and therefore no new action is being proposed. 

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the installation of the existing offshore mooring within Keauhou Bay, Kailua-Kona, Island 
of Hawaii, located outside of an established offshore mooring area, after-the-fact.
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

________________________________
EDWARD R. UNDERWOOD, Administrator
Division of Boating & Ocean Recreation

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

____________________________
SUZANNE D. CASE, Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources

Attachment:
A. Applicant’s request for approval of mooring, approved Offshore Mooring 

Installation Plan, Nationwide Permit Verification Letter from Army Corps of 
Engineers 

 



EXHIBIT A
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