January 21, 2021
State of Hawai‘i
Board of Land and Natural Resources
blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
Re:

Testimony in Support of BLNR Agenda Item C(1)(B) & C(1)(C):
Legacy Land Grant Award to Ala Kahakai Trail Association: $1,475,000, for the
acquisition of approximately 1,841.3 acres at Ka'ū, Hawai'i (Kiolaka'a) & $875,000, for
the acquisition of approximately 348 acres at Ka'ū, Hawai'i (Manāka'a Fishing Village)

Aloha Chair Case and BLNR Members,
I would like to express my enthusiastic support for the Legacy Land Grant Award to Ala Kahakai
Trail Association to purchase and protect Kiolaka'a & Manāka'a Fishing Village.
The protection of these lands is in our community’s interest because it is one of the last
remaining pieces in securing the undeveloped coastline that is so highly valued by our
community, as expressed in the Kaʻū Community Development Plan (CPD). I was a member of
the Kaʻū CPD Steering Committee and protecting Kiolaka'a & Manāka'a advances the vision
and goals our community articulated:
“The Kaʻū CDP should honor Kaʻū’s unique rural lifestyle, its connection between people
and place, and its distinctive Hawaiian cultural heritage. It must plan for the future in
ways that: increase economic opportunities through a diverse, resilient, and sustainable
economy; and protect and provide reasonable access to natural and recreational
resources including the mauka forests, the coastline, open spaces, and park facilities
and programs.”
“Objective 2: Preserve prime and other viable agricultural lands and preserve and
enhance viewscapes that exemplify Ka‘ū’s rural character.”
“Objective 10: Encourage and enhance agriculture, ranching, and related economic
infrastructure.”
Keeping these lands in agriculture will support the rural economy in Kaʻū and provide the land
base for agricultural production that supports the County and State of Hawaiʻi. My family owns
and operates Kuahiwi Ranch and we currently graze approximately 200 head of beef cattle on
the Manāka'a parcel. We have been ranching on this parcel for the last five years and its
protection would allow our lease to continue.
Kuahiwi Ranch specializes in local, free-range, grass-fed beef which contributes to our local
food security and self-sufficiency, which have become so critically important during this health
crisis. We market about 450,000 lbs of meat annually to grocery stores and restaurants
throughout Hawaii including: Whole Foods, Foodland, and Foodland Farms, Alan Wong’s, Town,
and Honolulu Burger Co. We also provide secure jobs to eleven employees and our work also
supports other food system jobs that enables our beef to get from ranch to table.

We strongly believe in the agricultural, open space, and cultural value of these lands. We are
committed to working together as close partners with the Ala Kahakai Trail Association and the
broader community so that our ranching operations can co-exist and compliment the
preservation of both the cultural and natural resources on the property. Kiolaka'a & Manāka'a,
as part of the Kaʻū coastline, should be preserved for the people of the State and County of
Hawai‘i. The pristine Kaʻū coastline is a treasure that we can steward and a gift that we can
pass on to future generations.
Mahalo,

Michelle Galimba
Michelle Galimba, VP
Kuahiwi Ranch
PO Box 24
Nā‘ālehu HI 96772
(808)430-4927
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To the DLNR:

Re: Concern for DLNR participating in acquisition of defective deeds.

I oppose any funding for Ala Kahakai Trails Association for acquisition of any land in Ka`u: Manaka`a
Fishing Village and Kiolaka`a.

The deeds need to be examined by an experienced title examiner, producing an accurate title abstract, as
negligence can be claimed if title not clearly cited.

The Hawaiian Kingdom, heirs, kuleanas, Crown and government own title to most lands, not EMW, or C.
Brewer, etc. They want to control or own Kau' lands, which belong to Ka`u, a part of Ko Hawaii Pae Aina.

Please diligently examine the deeds because negligence is a crime and those involved can be liable.

Let the people of Kau malama the aina—steward our own lands.

Please kokua,

Olivia S. Y. Ling

