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Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) OA-3858 for 
the Ala Moana Regional Park Beach Nourishment Project 

City & County of Honolulu, Department of Design & 
Construction (Applicant) 

David A. Smith, Ph.D., P.E., Sea Engineering, Inc. 

Ala Moana Regional Park, urban Honolulu, Island of O'ahu 
(1) 2-3-037:001, and (1) 2-3-037:025 and makai of both
parcels

Approximately (==) 117.87 acres; Work area roughly 13.9 
acres 

Resource 

DESCRIPTION OF AREA AND CURRENT USE: 

The proposed work is a beach nourishment and berm enhancement project intended to 
mitigate the ongoing erosion problem at the beach within Ala Moana Regional Park in 
Honolulu, O'ahu on lands within TMKs (1) 2-3-037:001, and (1) 2-3-037:025 and makai 
of both parcels. The nourishment work proposed in this project would consist of the 
dredging of offshore sand to be placed in the beach area of Ala Moana Regional Park. 
Approximately 65,700 cubic yards of dredged sand would be used in the beach 
nourishment portion of the project while roughly 2,500 cubic yards of dredged sand would 
be provided for the berm enhancement for every 1-foot elevation increase above +6 feet 
mean sea level (MSL), which would take place in the eastern beach area of the park 
adjacent to the Magic Island parking lots. The application states that this enhanced berm 

1 In a response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, on April 16, 2020 Governor David lge signed Executive Order 20-
04, invoking the following: The suspension of the following laws, as allowed by federal law, pursuant to section 127A-
13(a)(3), Hawai'i Revised Statutes (HRS), in order for county and state agencies to engage in emergency management 
functions as defined in section 127A-2, HRS: Section 183C-6, HRS, permits and site plan approvals, to the extent 
necessary to enable the Department of Land and Natural Resources to administer the permitting program for 
conservation district use permits without the application of provisions providing for automatic approval of permit 
requests that are not acted upon within 180 days. 
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would sit roughly +6 feet above MSL, meaning roughly 2,500 cubic yards of dredged sand 
are intended for this portion of the project. This beach nourishment project would use a 
total of approximately 68,200 cubic yards of dredged sand to cover roughly 4,500 feet of 
linear shoreline and a cross-shore beach width of 130 to 270 feet in which the dry beach 
would be increased by 10 to 80 ft. This beach nourishment project is a part of a master 
plan to produce improvements to all of Ala Moana Regional Park. The application states 
that the sand would be obtained from one or more offshore sand resources in which the 
means and methods will be provided by the contractor. Clamshell dredging is the most 
likely method of extraction to be used, which would involve mechanically scooping and 
lifting sand from the sea floor onto a barge system, such as a hopper barge. The most 
efficient delivery would be through the Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor, although again, means 
and methods will be provided by the contractor. 

Ala Moana Regional Park is a heavily used park in urban Honolulu utilized by both 
residents and tourists alike. The roughly 119-acre park was dedicated in 1934 and 
features large grassed areas for public use along with amenities such as tennis and 
croquet courts, concessions, and McCoy Pavilion, as well as some areas for parking. The 
site of proposed work is mainly situated in the beach area within Ala Moana Regional 
Park (Figure 1, provided by applicant). Additionally, portions of the Magic Island parking 
lots would be used for staging and construction activities, as well as waters within the 
Kahanamoku Lagoon in the Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor in order to situate the barge 
containing .the dredged offshore sand to be placed within the shoreline area. 
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Figure 1 - Location Map of Project, Provided by Applicant
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