
STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

March 12, 2021 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: Issuance of a Right-Of-Entry Permit to Seabin Pty Ltd, for Floating 
Rubbish Seabin Pilot Program Purposes at Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor, 
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax Map Key: (1) 2-3-037:012 (Por.) 

And 

Declare Project Exempt from Requirements of Chapter 343, HRS and 
Title 11, Chapter 200.1, Hawaii Administrative Rules. 

APPLICANT: 

Seabin Pty Ltd. Seabin whose mailing address is, P.O. Box 1446, Qld, 4575, Australia. 

LEGAL REFERENCE: 

Sections 171-55, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended. 

LOCATION: 

Portions of Government submerged lands situated at Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor, Ala Wai, 
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax Map Key: (1) 2-3-037:012 (Por), hereinafter referred to as the 

site map labeled Exhibit A and attached hereto. 

AREA 

Site Location Map labeled Exhibit A attached hereto. 

Item J-2
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ZONING: 
 
State Land Use District: Urban 
County of Honolulu CZO: Public Precinct (Waikiki Special District) 
 
TRUST LAND STATUS: 
 
Section 5(b) lands of the Hawaii Admission Act 
 
DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State Constitution:  NO 
 
CURRENT USE STATUS: 
 
Encumbered by a 6-month Right-of-Entry ) issued to Seabin for the period  
August 1, 2020, to January 31, 2021. 
 
CHARACTER OF USE: 
 
To determine the effectiveness of the water filtering to clean the coastal waters of Ala Wai Small 
Boat Harbor. 
 
TERM OF RIGHT OF ENTRY 
 
From February 1, 2021, to July 31, 2021. 
 
RENTAL: 
 
Gratis 
 
COLLATERAL SECURITY DEPOSIT: 
 
Waived 
 
DCCA VERIFICATION: 
 
Place of business registration confirmed: NA 
Registered business name confirmed:  NA 
Applicant in good standing confirmed: NA 
 
Seabin Pty Limited is a for profit corporation based in Australia 
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CHAPTER 343  ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 
 
In accordance with Section 11-200.1-15, Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) and the Exemption 
List for the, Department of Land and Natural Resources, reviewed and concurred in by the 
Environmental Council on November 10, 2020, the subject request is exempt from the preparation 

licenses, registrations, and rights-of-entry issued by the Department that are routine in nature, 
involving negligible impacts beyond that  

APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Provide a comprehensive written report every 6-months on the results of the research to DLNR, 
DOBOR staff. 
 
REMARKS: 
 
Seabin produces aquatic trash receptacles that are positioned in harbors and marinas where ocean 
debris tend to collect.  The bins collect trash, oil and micro plastics, which are deposed of through 
routine maintenance.  In addition, data is collected for research on the spread of marine debris 
throughout the world.   
 
In 2013, Seabin was created by two waterman, Andrew Turton and Pete Ceglinskim, to address 
the challenge of removing pollutants from the ocean.  It started from the thought that you can 
have rub
2015.  Their business model is a 50% for profit and 50% non-profit.  The Seabin Foundation is a 
charity that addresses Education, Science, Research and Community activities with the goal of 
preventing plastics from entering our waterways.   
 
Seabin seeks to measure their performance to ensure a positive impact on the 
environment.  Their data collection has aided them in establishing a marine litter research program 
in collaboration with top scientific institutions and reputed experts around the world.  
 
Seabin was issued a 6-month ROE, commencing August 1, 2020, to January 31, 2021, approved 
by the Chairperson pursuant to the Board action dated December 12, 2014, agenda item J-2, for 
two (2) floating rubbish Seabin Pilot Program at Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor  (see Exhibit B),  
The applicant is requesting to extend the project for an additional six (6) months. 
 
The purpose of this program is to determine if utilizing floating rubbish bins is sustainable, 
effective and reasonable method to improve the water quality of small boat harbors.  In support of 
this, Seabin has provided its findings for the first 6 months of operation in the Ala Wai Small Boat 
Harbor reflecting positive results. (see Exhibit C).  
 
To date this project has been funded by Seabin Foundation.  Seabin cannot self-fund this project 
in the long run.  Seabin is hoping that this pilot program will result in long term support from the 
community, corporations, government, non-profits and or environmental agencies.   
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Seabin has not had a lease, permit, easement or other disposition of State lands terminated 
within the past five years due to non-compliance with such terms and conditions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Board of Land and Natural Resources: 
 

1. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed project as provided by 
Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200.1, HAR, this project will probably have minimal 
or no significant effect on the environment and is therefore exempt from the preparation of 
an environmental assessment. 

 
2. Authorize the issuance of a (1) year right-of-entry to Seabin Pty Ltd., covering the subject 

area under the terms and conditions cited above, which are by this reference incorporated 
herein and further subject to the following: 
 
a. The standard terms and conditions of the most current right-of-entry permit form, as 

may be amended from time to time; and 
 
b. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Chairperson to best serve 

the interests of the State. 
 

3. Authorize the Chairperson to issue the Right of Entry Permit for good reason.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
      ________________________________ 
      EDWARD R. UNDERWOOD, Administrator 
      Division of Boating & Ocean Recreation 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 
 
 
____________________________ 
SUZANNE D. CASE, Chairperson 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
         

Attachments: 
A. Site Map 
B. (6) Month ROE August 1, 2020, to January 31, 2021 
C. Status Report 
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IMPACT REPORT:  
Seabin Results: Ala Wai Harbor, Honolulu 
August 2020 – January 2021 
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Executive Summary 
This preliminary report is intended for the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BOARD), the 
State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of Boating and Ocean 
Recreation (DOBOR), in regards to a Right-of Entry Permit (ROE) to Seabin Foundation Ltd and 
Seabin Pty Ltd. Two Seabin units, supplied by Seabin Pty Ltd, were installed at Floating D Dock 
and Floating F Dock, Ala Wai Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii as part of a Seabin Pilot Programme.  

This report summarises the key findings of the Seabin Pilot Programme at Ala Wai Harbor for the 
period August 2020 to January 2021.  

The purpose is to provide insight about the potential of a Seabins effectiveness to:  

 Monitor marine debris and create much needed localised base data. 
 Build community awareness around the issue of plastics in our oceans. 
 Physically remove rubbish from within a harbor environment. 

This report has been prepared on request by the BOARD to aid the application to extend the current 
Right-of-Entry Permit (expiry 31st Jan 2021) for a further 12 months.  

A comprehensive project completion impact report will be submitted after the completion of the 
current ROE term and Seabin Pilot Programme. 

Seabin Project and Seabin Foundation wish to extend their thanks and gratitude to the BOARD and 
all staff at DLNR for their support of the Seabin Pilot Program at Ala Wai Harbor.  

  

Photo 1: Aerial view of Seabin Unit 1 at Ala Wai Harbor.  



Seabin Data Collection Results 

Key Findings 

Annual Estimates 
- 9,814lb or 4,452kg of marine debris1 to be captured2 

- 115.7 Million Gallons or 438 Million litres of water to be filtered for microplastics, 
plastic fibres, oils, fuels and more. 

Facts 
- 390lb or 177kg of marine debris captured over the 6 month Seabin Pilot Programme. 
- 15 million gallons or 58 million litres of water filtered for microplastics, plastic fibres, oil, 

fuel and more. 
- 13.45lb or 6.1kg per day captured on average. 
- 514 plastic items were counted and recorded from 29 data collections conducted on site. 
- The category “Hard Plastic Food Packaging” contributed to highest proportion of the 

weight, 68.8%, of the total plastic items. 
- 288 daily empties recorded (combination of Units 1 & 2) by the Seabin Enviro Technician, 

Fernando Torres. 

1 Marine debris (or marine litter): any persistent, manufactured or processed solid material discarded, disposed of or 
abandoned in the marine and coastal environment (UN Environment Program, 2009). Marine debris, microplastics and 
microfibres are captured by floating organic matter which is collected in Seabins. 
2 Potential annual capture of marine debris calculated using the daily average derived from the data collections conducted 
on Seabins catches specific to this site. 



 

Photo 2: Ben Wilkinson and family at the Seabin installation day.

 

Photo 3: Seabin Project are self-funding the services of Ben Wilkinson (left) responsible for installations and technical 
maintenance & Fernando Torres (right) responsible for the daily empties and data collections at Ala Wai Harbor. 



Breakdown Of Marine Debris Caught 
Table 1 below displays a breakdown the main plastic items captured and counted in the 29 data 
collections conducted between September 2020 and January 2021 from the two Seabin units located 
at Ala Wai Harbor.  

The two units were operational since August 2020. On average, data collections were conducted 
weekly.  

Table 1: Breakdown of the main items captured in the Ala Wai Harbour Seabin units from September 2020 to January 
2021

MARINE DEBRIS CATEGORY Total item count

MICROPLASTICS <5mm (incl. PELLETS, NURDLES) 121 
SOFT PLASTIC FOOD PACKAGING / WRAPPERS 99 
PLASTIC BAGS 56 
HARD PLASTIC FOOD PACKAGING (CUPS etc.)  41 
FOAM PIECES  33 
PLASTIC STRAWS 24 
UNIDENTIFIED PLASTIC ITEMS - SOFT >5mm 24 
PLASTIC LIDS 19 
PLASTIC LOLLIPOP / COTTON BUD STICKS 18 
UNIDENTIFIED PLASTIC ITEMS - HARD >5mm 16 
CIGARETTE BUTTS 14 
PLASTIC BOTTLES 13 
CANS  9 



Main items by count 
1. MICROPLASTICS <5mm (incl. PELLETS, NURDLES) – 23.5% (121) 
2. SOFT PLASTIC FOOD PACKAGING / WRAPPERS – 19.3% (99) 
3. PLASTIC BAGS – 10.9% (56) 

 

Figure 2: The total count of plastic items displayed as percentages from 29 data collections at the two Seabin units. In 
orange are items found with percentage >10%. Items found in percentage between 2-9% are in dark yellow. 
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Main items by weight 
1. HARD PLASTIC FOOD PACKAGING (CUPS etc.) – 63.8% (11.57oz or 328g) 
2. PLASTIC BOTTLES – 30.4% (5.5oz or 156g) 
3. PAPER CUPS (COFFEE, ICE CREAM etc.) – 24.5% (4.44oz or 126g) 

 

Figure 3: The total weight of counted plastic items displayed as percentages from 29 data collections at the two Seabin 
units. In orange are items found with percentage >10%. Items found in percentage between 2-9% are in dark yellow. 
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Examples of Seabin catches at Ala Wai Harbor, HI, USA.
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