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January 11, 2022 

 

Aloha Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources: 

AlohaCare strongly supports the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu 

ʻĀina (HĀ). 

Founded in 1994 by the community health centers, AlohaCare is a community-rooted, non-profit health plan 

serving  80,000 Medicaid and dual-eligible health plan members on all islands.  We are the only health plan in 

Hawaii that exclusively serves Medicaid beneficiaries.  Our mission is to serve individuals and communities in the 

true spirit of aloha by ensuring and advocating for access to quality health care for all. We believe that health is 

about supporting whole-person care.  Programs such as HĀ are instrumental in serving their community’s social-

emotional and physical health. 

Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of 

trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – and  transformed it into a world-class space for cultural education, 

environmental connection and healing. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this 

property to be preserved and restored. Since 1980, the City and County and then State DLNR have managed the 

property.  In 2005, KKV began supporting the development of the property and helped to bring the community’s 

vision to fruition. It truly is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 

Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, putting their hands to the soil, growing food and 

restoring the forest that benefits Kalihi, our state and the global community. It is a program of which we are 

exceptionally proud to support because it of the unique ways that it supports whole person health, the strength of 

community and shares the unique and exceptional qualities that are Hawaiʻi. 

Hoʻoulu ʻĀina is a vital space that has strengthened and fostered connections. During the current epidemic, 

Hoʻoulu ʻĀina is playing a primary role as a site for Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of 

food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of 

the virus. In that same time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had 

individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal 

plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.  It is playing a pivotal role in the community ensuring food and health to so many.  

AlohaCare fully supports the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. Please contact me at 808-221-

8296 or parcena@alohacare.org for further comment. 

Mahalo, 
 

 
 

Paula Arcena 
Vice President, External Affairs 
 



Written testimony for BLNR Hearing on the Extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley Lease 

January 22, 2022 
 
Aloha Board Members: 
 
My name is Gilbert Chun, and I have been a resident of Hawaii my whole life.  I discovered Ho’oulu 
‘Aina 15 years ago when my family and I went up to Kalihi Valley each December to pick bamboo to 

make kadomatsu decorations.  I remember the first year, we had to hike a about a hundred yards over a 
bog of mud to reach the bamboo grove.  Every December since, we went back to this area.  Over the 

years, I’ve seen the property begin to flourish, first with some small plots of land where vegetables were 
being planted, then gradually to improvements to the grounds where we could actually drive closer to the 

bamboo grove, to where it is now, a fully functional and vibrantly alive property.  The change over the 
years was remarkable. 

 

In 2016, I retired from State government.  Looking for something to do, I remembered Ho’oulu ‘Aina, 
and decided to volunteer there once a week in their Growing Farmers program.  I’ve now been with this 

program for the past five years going on six.  I’ve met the wonderful people who run this non-profit, and I 
have witnessed first hand their efforts to improve not only the land they farm on, but to improve the 

quality of life for the people of Kalihi Valley. 
 
Therefore, I strongly support the extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up 
Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, I have seen Kokua Kalihi Valley (KKV) take a property that 
was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – and create a world-
class space for cultural education, environmental connection, and healing. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi 
community has been advocating for this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has 
been managed by the City and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of 
KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision started to be realized. It truly is in everyone’s best interes t to 
extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina. 
 
Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to 
grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that I am 
exceptionally proud to be a part of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way. 
 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. 
In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in 
an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 
deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the 
coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu 
ʻAina. 
 
In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. Please 
contact me at 808-265-2102 or gilbert.chun@hotmail.com for further comment. 

Mahalo,   



_~ 

HAU OLI MHU SOH 
F D U N D fl T I 0 N 

January 18, 2022 

Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources 

Kalanimoku Building 

1 1 51 Punchbowl St. 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Aloha Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 

As Senior Program Officer of Hau`oli Mau Loa Foundation, I am pleased to express our 

Foundation's strong support for the extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley's lease to the 99-acres 

that make up Ho`oulu `Aina. 

Kokua Kalihi Valley Ho`oulu `Aina (KKV-Ho'oulu `Aina) is an exemplary steward and committed 

lessee for the State of Hawaii - DLNR, Division of State Parks. The organization provides a 

welcoming place of learning for the people of Hawaii while demonstrating their deep pride and 

aloha for Kalihi. Their educational programs, reforestation efforts, restoration of ancient sites, 

and volunteer and community gardening programs are done with high quality, intention, 

professionalism and aloha. 

Hau`oli Mau Loa Foundation had a formal funding relationship with KKV-Ho`oulu `Aina from 

2009 to 2016 through an initiative called Hope for Kids (`Ekahi), a learning cohort of ten 

nonprofit partners. The Foundation established Hope for Kids to expand opportunities for 

children in Hawaii to build hope and a positive future. Ho`oulu `Aina has been a key "partner" in 

this initiative: providing thought leadership, hosting convening meetings of like-minded 

organizations, and serving as a wonderful gathering place for the Kalihi and broader 

community. The Foundation began the `E/ua learning cohort in 2016 with nine new 

partners. Although Ho`oulu `Aina is now considered an "alumni" organization within the 

initiative, they still play a leadership role. We believe that the `aina-based education work 

Ho'oulu `Aina is doing is groundbreaking, not only in restoring the health of the environment 

through organic practices, but also in the leadership opportunities provided to young people 

who gain grounding, skills and positive experiences. Moreover, we believe that the perpetuation 

of cultural knowledge as well as the understanding of a sustainable relationship between 

people, `aina and food, will herald a healthier, more empowered generation of future leaders 

and stewards. 



Since beginning our partnership with KKV, we have marveled at their resourcefulness, passion 

and persistence. We could not ask for a better community partner with which to work. 

In conclusion, a lease extension is a "win-win-win" for the State of Hawaii, the organization 

and broader community. Please accept this letter as our full support of the acquisition of a 

lease extension for KKV- Ho`oulu `Aina. Please contact me at brant@hauolimauloa.orq should 

you have any questions about our partnership with KKV-Ho'oulu 'Aina. 

Mahalo, 

~~ 
Brant Hi`ikua Chillingworth 

Senior Program Officer 
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January 20th, 2022 

Suzanne Case, Chairperson 

State of Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources 

1151 Punchbowl St. 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

Aloha, 

 

The Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) strongly supports the extension of 

Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the 

last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV), in collaboration with the Kalihi community, 

has taken a dilapidated property and created a world-class space for cultural 

education, environmental connection, and healing. The extension of this lease will 

allow KKV to continue the development and community benefit that is brought forth 

by Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 

HMSA strongly supports KKV’s and HĀ’s lease extension. 

 
 

 

 
Mahalo, 
 

 

Matthew W. Sasaki 

Assistant Vice President 
Government & External Relations 



 

 

 
January 21, 2022  
 
 
Aloha Board Members: 
 
As the Executive Co-Directors of Hoʻokuaʻāina, we are writing to affirm our organization’s support of the 
extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). 
 
Established in 2011, Hoʻokuaʻāina is a 501c3 non-profit nestled in the ahupuaʻa of Kailua in Maunawili 
on the island of Oʻahu using the Hawaiian traditions of kalo cultivation to improve the lives of todayʻs 
youth and build a healthy community. We look to our ancestorsʻ ways to create a kīpuka (refuge) where 
anyone who visits can feel at home and find renewal by developing deep connections to both the ʻāina 
and community. On occasion, we have the opportunity to find our own renewal by developing deep 
connections with other value aligned community organizations. Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has been one of those for 
us. Our partnership dates back to 2015 and continues strong to this day exchanging food and resources to 
nurtue the communities that we serve.  
 
Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR 
liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters, and created a world-class space for cultural 
education and environmental connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for 
this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and 
County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the 
community’s vision started to be realized. Therefore, it is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s 
lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina for as long as possible. 
 
Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to 
grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that we 
are exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way. 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. 
In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in 
an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 
deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the 
coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu 
ʻĀina. 
 
In conclusion, we testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. 
Please contact us at 808-721-5948 or michele@hookuaaina.org for further comment. 
 
Mahalo nui, 

  

 
Michele and Dean Wilhelm 
Co-Founders and Directors 



From: Kanoa OConnor
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written Testimony for upcoming BLNR hearing - January 28th
Date: Monday, January 24, 2022 2:03:06 PM
Attachments: Puuhale_HANP Support Letter2.docx.pdf

HML_KKVHA_LOS_BLNR_012422.pdf
Queens_Ho"olu "Aina Ltr Support.pdf
Gilbert Chun_HoouluAina Testimony.pdf
PuaWhite_TestimonyDLNR KKV HA.pdf
KUA LOS Hooulu Aina01.22.22.pdf
Hookuaaina_Lettr of support.pdf
OHE_Letter of Support - signed.pdf
AlohaCare_KKV-Hoʻoulu ʻĀina at BLNR AC FINAL.pdf
Honolulu CC BLNR Testimony 2022 (1).docx
KŪKALAʻULA HOʻOULU ʻĀINA TESTIMONIALS (1).docx
HMSA KKV Support for BLNR.pdf
HMSAF_KKV Letter of Support to BLNR 01.20.22.pdf
SandraHarvey_BLNR Testimony.pdf
Azama-Park_BLNR Testimony for KKV.docx
PACT Hawaii_KKV BLNR Testimony.pdf
2020-01-15_Bradley_KKV_ltr_support_lease_ext.pdf
Mizuno_BLNR Testimony.pdf
Kodie Solis-Kalani_BLNR Testimony.pdf
Joseph Miller_Ho"oulu "Aina_Testimony.doc

Aloha kāua,

Please find the attached documents, which are written testimony for item E-2: Request to
Amend General Lease SP0042 to Kokua Kalihi Valley (Comprehensive Family Services), a
Hawai’i nonprofit corporation, and Request a Thirty-five (35) Year Lease Extension to continue
operating and maintaining cultural, educational, and recreational programs and activities for
the public at Kalihi Valley State Park Reserve, Kalihi Valley, Honolulu, O’ahu, Hawai’i, Tax Map
Keys: (1) 1-4-014:001, 1-4-014:026 and 1-4-016:003.

There should be twenty (20) separate letters attached. Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Me ka mahalo,
Kanoa O'Connor

mailto:koconnor@kkv.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov



DAVID Y. IGE DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT


STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


PU’UHALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
345 PU’UHALE ROAD
HONOLULU, HI 96819


Pu’uhale is where we dream of a bright future, believe in ourselves and in each other, and achieve our highest goals.


January 4, 2022


To Whom It May Concern,


We are writing on behalf of Pu’uhale Elementary School to express our strong support for Kōkua
Kalihi Valley (KKV) and the Ho'oulu 'Aina Nature Preserve (HANP).  Our school is located in Kalihi in the
busy urban and business district along Nimitz Highway near Sand Island Access Road.  Our students
face substantial language, cultural and economic barriers to navigate life here in the United States, with a
high number of students qualifying as eligible for free or reduced lunch and having limited English
proficiency. 


Our students greatly benefit from experiences we have had at HANP. In our many visitations to
HANP, the Puuhale Students learned to respect the cultural practices that helped in community building,
such as chanting the Oli Kahea to the kumu that graciously welcomed and hosted them as the kumu also
shared their oli to the students.  Other community building practices the students participated in were the
Aloha Circle at the start of class and the Mahalo Circle at the end, in which both circles established a safe
learning environment for everyone. The students have learned how to identify plants, grow produce from
their home countries (including taro, breadfruit, sweet potato, bananas, etc.), and care for the land with
aloha.  A couple of excellent experiences were harvesting olena and preparing the soil to plant koa tree
seedlings.  Students learned laulima and joined a community of learning as they harvested the crops of
previous students and planted seeds that will grow as produce for future students to harvest.   They have
also learned about how to utilize many plants medicinally and how to steward the land wisely, based on
traditional Hawaiian methods.   Beyond gaining knowledge, students learn to appreciate land, food and
culture to sustain healthy lives for themselves and their community.  Additionally, students have enjoyed
learning more about the Hawaiian culture through mele (songs) and traditional Hawaiian games like ulu
maika.


The students are always transported into a cultural past at HANP, away from the urban busy-ness
surrounding our school and into a wondrous place to honor the 'aina deep in beautiful Kalihi Valley.  For
most of the students, this is the first time they have ever experienced the rainforest environment and all of
the rich cultural experiences offered here.  They always leave amazed, refreshed and excited for their
next visit back.  The students also feel the true aloha from all of their HANP kumu who bring the land and
its voice alive to them. HANP is a lasting life-giving experience for the students and adults who set foot
here.


Ho'oulu 'Aina Nature Preserve is a true precious gem that needs to continue to impact lives and
preserve the culture, traditions and 'aina for the current and future generations.


Respectfully submitted,


Mrs. Mary Jane Moore RTI Teacher


Mrs. Phyllis Sano Grade 3 Teacher


AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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HAU OLI MHU SOH 
F D U N D fl T I 0 N 


January 18, 2022 


Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources 


Kalanimoku Building 


1 1 51 Punchbowl St. 


Honolulu, HI 96813 


Aloha Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 


As Senior Program Officer of Hau`oli Mau Loa Foundation, I am pleased to express our 


Foundation's strong support for the extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley's lease to the 99-acres 


that make up Ho`oulu `Aina. 


Kokua Kalihi Valley Ho`oulu `Aina (KKV-Ho'oulu `Aina) is an exemplary steward and committed 


lessee for the State of Hawaii - DLNR, Division of State Parks. The organization provides a 


welcoming place of learning for the people of Hawaii while demonstrating their deep pride and 


aloha for Kalihi. Their educational programs, reforestation efforts, restoration of ancient sites, 


and volunteer and community gardening programs are done with high quality, intention, 


professionalism and aloha. 


Hau`oli Mau Loa Foundation had a formal funding relationship with KKV-Ho`oulu `Aina from 


2009 to 2016 through an initiative called Hope for Kids (`Ekahi), a learning cohort of ten 


nonprofit partners. The Foundation established Hope for Kids to expand opportunities for 


children in Hawaii to build hope and a positive future. Ho`oulu `Aina has been a key "partner" in 


this initiative: providing thought leadership, hosting convening meetings of like-minded 


organizations, and serving as a wonderful gathering place for the Kalihi and broader 


community. The Foundation began the `E/ua learning cohort in 2016 with nine new 


partners. Although Ho`oulu `Aina is now considered an "alumni" organization within the 


initiative, they still play a leadership role. We believe that the `aina-based education work 


Ho'oulu `Aina is doing is groundbreaking, not only in restoring the health of the environment 


through organic practices, but also in the leadership opportunities provided to young people 


who gain grounding, skills and positive experiences. Moreover, we believe that the perpetuation 


of cultural knowledge as well as the understanding of a sustainable relationship between 


people, `aina and food, will herald a healthier, more empowered generation of future leaders 


and stewards. 







Since beginning our partnership with KKV, we have marveled at their resourcefulness, passion 


and persistence. We could not ask for a better community partner with which to work. 


In conclusion, a lease extension is a "win-win-win" for the State of Hawaii, the organization 


and broader community. Please accept this letter as our full support of the acquisition of a 


lease extension for KKV- Ho`oulu `Aina. Please contact me at brant@hauolimauloa.orq should 


you have any questions about our partnership with KKV-Ho'oulu 'Aina. 


Mahalo, 


~~ 
Brant Hi`ikua Chillingworth 


Senior Program Officer 













Written testimony for BLNR Hearing on the Extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley Lease 


January 22, 2022 
 
Aloha Board Members: 
 
My name is Gilbert Chun, and I have been a resident of Hawaii my whole life.  I discovered Ho’oulu 
‘Aina 15 years ago when my family and I went up to Kalihi Valley each December to pick bamboo to 


make kadomatsu decorations.  I remember the first year, we had to hike a about a hundred yards over a 
bog of mud to reach the bamboo grove.  Every December since, we went back to this area.  Over the 


years, I’ve seen the property begin to flourish, first with some small plots of land where vegetables were 
being planted, then gradually to improvements to the grounds where we could actually drive closer to the 


bamboo grove, to where it is now, a fully functional and vibrantly alive property.  The change over the 
years was remarkable. 


 


In 2016, I retired from State government.  Looking for something to do, I remembered Ho’oulu ‘Aina, 
and decided to volunteer there once a week in their Growing Farmers program.  I’ve now been with this 


program for the past five years going on six.  I’ve met the wonderful people who run this non-profit, and I 
have witnessed first hand their efforts to improve not only the land they farm on, but to improve the 


quality of life for the people of Kalihi Valley. 
 
Therefore, I strongly support the extension of Kokua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up 
Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, I have seen Kokua Kalihi Valley (KKV) take a property that 
was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – and create a world-
class space for cultural education, environmental connection, and healing. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi 
community has been advocating for this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has 
been managed by the City and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of 
KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision started to be realized. It truly is in everyone’s best interes t to 
extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina. 
 
Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to 
grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that I am 
exceptionally proud to be a part of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way. 
 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ̒ Aina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. 
In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in 
an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 
deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the 
coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu 
ʻAina. 
 
In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. Please 
contact me at 808-265-2102 or gilbert.chun@hotmail.com for further comment. 


Mahalo,   













January 22, 2022


ATTN: Board of Land and Natural Resources


SUBJECT: Letter of Support for the lease extension for Kōkua Kalihi Valley from the DLNR;
Before the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 9 a.m., January 28, 2022;
Agenda Item E2.


Aloha Board Members,


Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo (KUA) enthusiastically submits this letter in support of Kōkua Kalihi
Valleyʻs (KKV) lease extension for the 99 acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀinaʻs (HA) beloved place
for community health and healing.


Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo means “grassroots growing through shared responsibility,” our
acronym KUA means backbone. KUA works to empower communities to improve their quality of
life through caring for their environmental heritage together. We employ a community‐driven
approach that currently supports a network of more than 36 mālama ʻāina (care for that which
feeds) community groups collectively referred to as E Alu Pū (moving forward together), over 40
fishpond restoration projects and practitioners called the Hui Mālama Loko Iʻa (HMLI; the group
that cares for fishponds), and the Limu (seaweed) Hui made up of limu loea (experts) all from
across the state. KKV/HA is one of these beloved community groups and serves in a leadership
role for the E Alu Pū network.


A primary function of KUA includes development of the ʻauwai, a stream of resources,
tools, bridges and networks that help to cultivate and take our communities’ work to greater
levels. A core stream that feeds that ʻauwai is one in which our network members build when
they connect, cultivate, regenerate and build the momentum, capacity, knowledge and other
resources they can share with each other and our state. KKV/HA’s is a key contributor in this
kind of stream within our networks, within O’ahu and as an example for our state. Their
presence in Kalihi valley is important and essential.


Over the last 16 years, KKV took on the lease and care for a property that was largely a
DLNR liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters, and created a world-class space
for cultural education and environmental connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has
advocated that the property be preserved and restored. Though it was managed by the City and
County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until KKV took on the kuleana in 2005 that
the community’s vision started to bear fruit. Since then, KKV has received tens of thousands of
students and volunteers who turned their hands to the soil, helped to grow food and restored the







forest to benefit  Kalihi, Kona, Oʻahu. We are in awe of the tremendous work and love of the
KKV leadership and team for what they have built, transformed and returned and we are so
proud they are a member of E Alu Pū and sharing in our collective vision of ʻĀina Momona.


KKV/HA, also stepped into an essential leadership role during this pandemic. Over the
last two years it stepped into a role as a primary community site for COVID-19 response and
made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort
to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time, HA made over 300
deliveries of food and necessities to community members quarantined due to  coronavirus
infections. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at
Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.


KKV and Hoʻoulu ʻĀina are a model of community, connection and care for our whole
paeʻāina (archipelago) and truly the world. It would be in the best interest of our state that KKV
grow and extend their partnership with the DLNR for a place synonymous with Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. As
we are reliant on ʻāina, this ʻāina is reliant upon the dedicated kanaka of KKV and the
community they bring together and uplift. To renew this lease is to commit to grow the land, and
to commit to grow the land, we commit to grow a community that is one with it.


Pūpūkahi i holomua e hoʻokanaka
(Let us unite to better the human condition)


Kevin K.J. Chang Alex Puanani Connelly
Executive Director E Alu Pū Coordinator








 


 


 
January 21, 2022  
 
 
Aloha Board Members: 
 
As the Executive Co-Directors of Hoʻokuaʻāina, we are writing to affirm our organization’s support of the 
extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). 
 
Established in 2011, Hoʻokuaʻāina is a 501c3 non-profit nestled in the ahupuaʻa of Kailua in Maunawili 
on the island of Oʻahu using the Hawaiian traditions of kalo cultivation to improve the lives of todayʻs 
youth and build a healthy community. We look to our ancestorsʻ ways to create a kīpuka (refuge) where 
anyone who visits can feel at home and find renewal by developing deep connections to both the ʻāina 
and community. On occasion, we have the opportunity to find our own renewal by developing deep 
connections with other value aligned community organizations. Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has been one of those for 
us. Our partnership dates back to 2015 and continues strong to this day exchanging food and resources to 
nurtue the communities that we serve.  
 
Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR 
liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters, and created a world-class space for cultural 
education and environmental connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for 
this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and 
County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the 
community’s vision started to be realized. Therefore, it is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s 
lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina for as long as possible. 
 
Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to 
grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that we 
are exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way. 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. 
In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in 
an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 
deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the 
coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu 
ʻĀina. 
 
In conclusion, we testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. 
Please contact us at 808-721-5948 or michele@hookuaaina.org for further comment. 
 
Mahalo nui, 


  


 
Michele and Dean Wilhelm 
Co-Founders and Directors 








 
 


 DAVID Y.  IGE 
  GOVERNOR 


                            
                                


STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
                     DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
                                         P.O. BOX 2360 
                              HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I  96804 


 


        KE ITH T.  HAYASHI  
              INTER IM SUPERINTENDENT  


                      


         OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
   


 
January 21, 2022 
 


Suzanne Case 
Chairperson 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
1151 Punchbowl St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Letter of Support for a Lease Extension for Kōkua Kalihi Valley-Hoʻoulu ʻĀina 
 
Aloha Chairperson Case, 
 
The Office of Hawaiian Education (OHE) was established in 2015 in the Hawaiʻi Department of 
Education (HI DOE) by the Hawaiʻi Board of Education, Policy 105.7 (see attached).  In 2018, a 
strategic direction was set; since then, OHE has been working vigorously to ground education in 
Hawaiian ways so that all of Hawaiʻi may thrive. Additionally, OHE has actively sought out the 
expertise of community leaders and practitioners who help to design, implement and provide 
learning opportunities that increase the necessary ʻāina competencies that will help us to achieve 
this vision.  
 
OHE stands in strong support of the work of Director Puni Jackson and her team of community 
leaders. The partnership that began in 2015 with this community organization led to the 
development of an essential set of tools and strategies that inform the professional development 
opportunities that are made available and delivered by OHE to all faculty, staff and students in the 
HI DOE.  OHE continues to partner with Hoʻoulu ʻĀina leveraging their expertise to shift the 
mindsets and behaviors that lead to a strengthened sense of belonging, responsibility, excellence, 
aloha, total well-being and Hawaiʻi (see attached HI BOE Policy E-3 Nā Hopena Aʻo-HĀ).  
 
The impacts of the work at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina continues to shed light on best practices of ʻāina 
stewardship and restoration, community resilience and local industry empowerment, ensuring that 
natural balance is established for the humans and non-humans that call Hawaiʻi, and especially 
Kalihi, home.  It is with sincere gratitude that OHE submits this letter of support on behalf of our 
ʻohana at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Dawn Kauʻi Sang, Director for Office of Hawaiian 
Education, at dawn.sang@k12.hi.us. 
 
 
 


Kauʻi Sang 
Director 


Kauʻi Sang (Jan 21, 2022 11:12 HST)



https://hawaiidoe.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqCQpESdMBBxE6uOSZusK5ZsuN5V9SZ4r





POLICY 105-7 
 


HAWAIIAN EDUCATION 
 


 
Hawaii’s public education system should embody Hawaiian values, language, culture and 
history as a foundation to prepare students in grades K-12 for success in college, career and 
communities, locally and globally.  Hawaiian language, culture, and history should be an integral 
part of Hawaii’s education standards for all students in grades K-12. 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that appropriate support for and implementation of Hawaiian 
education will positively impact the educational outcomes of all students in preparation for 
college, career and community success. 
 
Therefore, the Department of Education (“Department”) shall establish in the office of the 
Superintendent an Office of Hawaiian Education of which the head shall be part of the 
Superintendent’s leadership team.  The Department will allocate resources including personnel 
and fiscal to create and implement appropriate, curricula, standards, performance assessment 
tools, professional development, and strategies for community engagement throughout the 
Department. 
 
The goals of Hawaiian education shall be to: 
 


x Provide guidance in developing, securing, and utilizing materials that support the 
incorporation of Hawaiian knowledge, practices and perspectives in all content areas. 


x Provide educators, staff and administrators with a fundamental knowledge of and 
appreciation for the indigenous culture, history, places and language of Hawaii. 


x Develop and implement an evaluation system that measures student outcomes, teacher 
effectiveness and administration support of Hawaiian Education.  To ensure 
accountability an annual assessment report to the Board of Education will be required. 


x Use community expertise as an essential means in the furtherance of Hawaiian 
education. 


x Ensure that all students in Hawaii’s public schools will graduate with proficiency in and 
appreciations for the indigenous culture, history, and language of Hawaii. 


 
This policy is applicable to charter schools.  A charter school may request a waiver of this policy 
from the Board of Education. 
 
[Approved: 05/05/2015 (as Board Policy 105.7); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 105-7)] 
 
Former policy 2104 history:  approved: 04/19/2001; amended: 01/22/2009, 02/18/2014 







What makes Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i - a place unlike anywhere else - are the unique 
values and qualities of the indigenous language and culture.  ‘O Hawai‘i 
ke kahua o ka ho‘ona‘auao. Hawai‘i is the foundation of our learning. Thus 
the following learning outcomes, Nā Hopena A‘o, are rooted in Hawai‘i, 
and we become a reflection of this special place. 


Nā Hopena A‘o or HĀ are six outcomes to be strengthened in every student 
over the course of their K-12 learning journey. Department staff should 
also be models of behaviors that direct students to what these outcomes 
might look like in practice. The outcomes include a sense of Belonging, 
Responsibility, Excellence, Aloha, Total Wellbeing and Hawai‘i. When taken 
together, these outcomes become the core BREATH that can be drawn on 
for strength and stability through out school and beyond.


Underlying these outcomes is the belief that students need both social 
and emotional learning (SEL) skills and academic mindsets to succeed in 
college, careers and communities locally and globally. Thus, HĀ learning 
outcomes emphasize the competencies that include application and 
creation of knowledge along with the development of important skills 
and dispositions.


Through a widespread community process of dialogue, feedback, and co-
creation, your BOE Advisory Policy 4000 Work Group more fully realizes 
the importance of a kind of culture and environment necessary for HĀ to 
thrive and bring life to learning. Thus, we present HĀ as life-long learning 
outcomes for all of us, as students of Hawai‘i, to believe, understand, 
model and become.


Contributors


Cheryl Ka‘uhane Lupenui
Dawn Kau‘ilani Sang
Haunani Seward
Herb Lee
Kamoa‘e Walk
Katie Benioni
Keiki Kawai‘ae‘a
Lea Albert
Mahina Paishon Duarte
Marlene Zeug
Monica Morris
Walter Kahumoku III


Introduction


Nā Hopena A‘o Statements


HĀ: BREATH


November 2015







1. Strengthened Sense of Belonging:
I stand firm in my space with a strong foundation of
relationships. A sense of Belonging is demonstrated through
an understanding of lineage and place and a connection to
past, present, and future. I am able to interact respectfully for
the betterment of self and others.


a. Know who I am and where I am from 
b. Know about the place I live and go to school
c. Build relationships with many diverse people
d. Care about my relationships with others
e. Am open to new ideas and different ways of doing things
f. Communicate with clarity and confidence
g. Understand how actions affect others
h. Actively participate in school and communities


2. Strengthened Sense of Responsibility:
I willingly carry my responsibility for self, family, community
and the larger society. A sense of Responsibility is
demonstrated by a commitment and concern for others. I am
mindful of the values, needs and welfare of others.


a. Come to school regularly, on-time and ready to learn
b. See self and others as active participants in the learning 


process
c. Question ideas and listens generously
d. Ask for help and feedback when appropriate 
e. Make good decisions with moral courage and integrity in 


every action.
f. Set goals and complete tasks fully
g. Reflect on the quality and relevancy of the learning
h. Honor and make family, school and communities proud


3. Strengthened Sense of Excellence:
I believe I can succeed in school and life and am inspired to
care about the quality of my work. A sense of Excellence is
demonstrated by a love of learning and the pursuit of skills,
knowledge and behaviors to reach my potential. I am able to
take intellectual risks and strive beyond what is expected.


a. Define success in a meaningful way
b. Know and apply unique gifts and abilities to a purpose
c. Prioritize and manage time and energy well
d. Take initiative without being asked
e. Explore many areas of interests and initiate new ideas
f. Utilize creativity and imagination to problem-solve and 


innovate
g. See failure as an opportunity to learn well
h. Assess and make improvements to produce quality work


4. Strengthened Sense of Aloha:
I show care and respect for myself, families, and
communities. A sense of Aloha is demonstrated through
empathy and appreciation for the symbiotic relationship
between all. I am able to build trust and lead for the good of
the whole.


a. Give generously of time and knowledge
b. Appreciate the gifts and abilities of others
c. Make others feel comfortable and welcome
d. Communicate effectively to diverse audiences
e. Respond mindfully to what is needed 
f. Give joyfully without expectation of reward
g. Share the responsibility for collective work
h. Spread happiness


5. Strengthened Sense of Total Well-being:
I learn about and practice a healthy lifestyle.  A sense of
Total Well-being is demonstrated by making choices that
improve the mind, body, heart and spirit.  I am able to meet
the demands of school and life while contributing to the well-
being of family, ‘āina, community and world.


a. Feel safe physically and emotionally
b. Develop self-discipline to make good choices
c. Manage stress and frustration levels appropriately
d. Have goals and plans that support healthy habits, fitness 


and behaviors
e. Utilize the resources available for wellness in everything 


and everywhere
f. Have enough energy to get things done daily
g. Engage in positive, social interactions and has supportive 


relationships 
h. Promote wellness in others


6. Strengthened Sense of Hawai‘i:
I am enriched by the uniqueness of this prized place.  A
sense of Hawai‘i is demonstrated through an appreciation
for its rich history, diversity and indigenous language and
culture.  I am able to navigate effectively across cultures and
communities and be a steward of the homeland.


a. Pronounce and understand Hawaiian everyday 
conversational words 


b. Use Hawaiian words appropriate to their task
c. Learn the names, stories, special characteristics and the 


importance of places in Hawai‘i
d. Learn and apply Hawaiian traditional world view and 


knowledge in contemporary settings
e. Share the histories, stories, cultures and languages of 


Hawai‘i
f. Compare and contrast different points of views, cultures 


and their contributions
g. Treat Hawai‘i with pride and respect
h. Call Hawai‘i home


Nā Hopena A‘o Statements
HĀ: BREATH November 2015







Nā Hopena A‘o Statements


HĀ: BREATH


Nā Hopena A‘o
HĀ–BREATH


Strengthened Sense of 
Belonging


He pili wehena ‘ole *
(A relationship that cannot be undone)


Kūpa‘a au i ko‘u wahi no ka pono o ka 
‘ohana, ke kaiaulu, ka ‘āina a me ka 


honua nei.
Strengthened Sense of 


Responsibility
Ma ka hana ka ‘ike, ma ka ‘imi 


ka loa‘a * 
(In working one learns, through 


initiative one acquires) 


‘Auamo au i ko‘u kuleana no ka 
ho‘okō pono ‘ana i ia kuleana 


mai  ka mua a ka hope.


Strengthened Sense of 
Excellence


‘A‘ohe ‘ulu e loa‘a i ka pōkole o ka lou *
(There is no success without preparation)


 Noke au ma ke ala kūpono 
e hiki aku ai au i ko‘u kūlana 


po‘okela iho nō.Strengthened Sense of 
Aloha


E ‘ōpū ali‘i *
(Have the heart of a chief)


Me ke aloha au e hana ai i ‘ili nā hopena 
maika‘i ma luna o‘u, o ka ‘ohana, ke 


kaiāulu, ko‘u ‘āina a me ka honua nei.


Strengthened Sense of  
Total Well-being


Ua ola loko i ke aloha *
(Love is imperative to one’s mental and 


physical welfare)


Me ke aloha au e mālama ai i ka 
no‘ono‘o, ka na‘au, ke kino a me ka 


pilina ‘uhane i pono ko‘u ola.


Strengthened Sense of 
Hawai‘i


‘O Hawai‘i ku‘u ‘āina kilohana *
(Hawai‘i is my prized place)


Hō‘ike au i ke aloha a me ka mahalo 
no ko‘u ‘āina kilohana ‘o Hawai‘i nei.
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POLICY E-3 


NĀ HOPENA A‘O (HĀ) 


Nā Hopena A‘o (“HĀ”) is a framework of outcomes that reflects the Department of 
Education’s core values and beliefs in action throughout the public educational 
system of Hawaii. The Department of Education works together as a system that 
includes everyone in the broader community to develop the competencies that 
strengthen a sense of belonging, responsibility, excellence, aloha, total-well-
being and Hawaii (“BREATH”) in ourselves, students and others.  


With a foundation in Hawaiian values, language, culture and history, HĀ reflects 
the uniqueness of Hawaii and is meaningful in all places of learning. HĀ supports 
a holistic learning process with universal appeal and application to guide learners 
and leaders in the entire school community.  


The following guiding principles should lead all efforts to use HĀ as a 
comprehensive outcomes framework:  


• All six outcomes are interdependent and should not be used separately
• Support systems and appropriate resources should be in place for


successful and thoughtful implementation
• Planning and preparation should be inclusive, collective and in a


timeframe that is sensitive to the needs of schools and their communities
• Current examples of HĀ in practice can be drawn on as sources for


expertise
• All members of the school community share in the leadership of HĀ


Rationale:  
The purpose of this policy is to provide a comprehensive outcomes framework to 
be used by those who are developing the academic achievement, character, 
physical and social emotional well-being of all our students to the fullest potential. 


[Approved: 06/16/15] 
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January 11, 2022 


 


Aloha Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources: 


AlohaCare strongly supports the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu 


ʻĀina (HĀ). 


Founded in 1994 by the community health centers, AlohaCare is a community-rooted, non-profit health plan 


serving  80,000 Medicaid and dual-eligible health plan members on all islands.  We are the only health plan in 


Hawaii that exclusively serves Medicaid beneficiaries.  Our mission is to serve individuals and communities in the 


true spirit of aloha by ensuring and advocating for access to quality health care for all. We believe that health is 


about supporting whole-person care.  Programs such as HĀ are instrumental in serving their community’s social-


emotional and physical health. 


Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of 


trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – and  transformed it into a world-class space for cultural education, 


environmental connection and healing. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this 


property to be preserved and restored. Since 1980, the City and County and then State DLNR have managed the 


property.  In 2005, KKV began supporting the development of the property and helped to bring the community’s 


vision to fruition. It truly is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 


Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, putting their hands to the soil, growing food and 


restoring the forest that benefits Kalihi, our state and the global community. It is a program of which we are 


exceptionally proud to support because it of the unique ways that it supports whole person health, the strength of 


community and shares the unique and exceptional qualities that are Hawaiʻi. 


Hoʻoulu ʻĀina is a vital space that has strengthened and fostered connections. During the current epidemic, 


Hoʻoulu ʻĀina is playing a primary role as a site for Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of 


food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of 


the virus. In that same time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had 


individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal 


plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.  It is playing a pivotal role in the community ensuring food and health to so many.  


AlohaCare fully supports the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. Please contact me at 808-221-


8296 or parcena@alohacare.org for further comment. 


Mahalo, 
 


 
 


Paula Arcena 
Vice President, External Affairs 
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January 20, 2022



Aloha nō mai ka ʻili ʻāina o Niuhelewai,



My name is Kaleialoha Lum-Ho and I am the Coordinator of the Hulili Ke Kukui Hawaiian Center at Honolulu Community College. I have served in this role for over seven years now and I am honored to call Hoʻoulu ʻĀina and Kōkua Kalihi Valley one of our strongest community partners. Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has played an integral role in helping our Hawaiian Programs fulfill the college’s mission to provide “accessible educational opportunities through an engaging learning environment that values academic excellence and personal growth of all students, with a kuleana (responsibility) to Native Hawaiians and our community, through career, liberal arts, technology, transfer, and professional training programs.” 



I am writing on behalf of the Hawaiian Center to demonstrate my strong support for the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters, and created a world-class space for cultural education and environmental connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision started to be realized. Therefore, it is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina for as long as possible.



Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that we are exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way. Honolulu Community College has benefitted greatly from our partnership with Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. From 2013 to 2021, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has hosted at least 180 students, faculty, staff, and administrators from our campus. This included over 30 field trips focused on mālama ʻāina and service learning, professional development, and Hawaiian culture. Most notably, from 2016 to 2021, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina served as one of our sites for the Kūkalaʻula STEM Pathways program, where 103 Native Hawaiian students received mentorship in traditional stewardship and aloha ʻāina. Students participating int he Kūkalaʻula program were asked to reflect on what they learned and many of them highlighted Hoʻoulu ʻĀina as a life changing experience:

· “I am eternally blessed to have been able to visit, and learn about Ho'oulu 'aina. I believe it's programs like that which are very important as they have extremely huge impacts on the outcome of our land. Thanks to Ho'oulu 'aina, people can go into the mountain and volunteer to help clear land of invasive plant species, so that our native species can have more room and opportunity to grow, thus allowing for more water flow.”

· “Those people like uncle Scotty are the reason why I still have hope for the future of, not only Kapalama, but Hawaii as a whole. It is important that people of native roots, or at least those who are willing to be sensitive to the culture of Hawaii, are put in high positions of power when making decisions that will ultimately affect our ecosystem as a whole.”

· “This last huaka’i brought the trip full circle for me. After hearing uncle Joey’s “mana means connections” idea my perspectives on my culture changes completely. I believe that this definition of mana is what the Hawaiian people really meant when they said it. A person who has a lot of mana is someone who has connections to other people, has connections to the land, and can balance both effectively. At each place I felt something, but I couldn’t place it. I’d like to think now that it was me connecting to the land and the people there, which in a way let me gain some mana of my own.”

· “Ho‘oulu ‘Āina is a perfect example of how the community came together to restore a part of land that was once lost. With this in mind, I feel as though it would be great to embrace both parts of what Hawai‘i has become and what it once was. I think it would be a great accomplishments to combine modern technology with past agricultural practices. Both industrialization and agriculture have their perks but when balanced and properly used, I believe that it would be a huge step forward. Using new technology while also preserving our culture and heritage would benefit everyone. Kapālama would be a great place to start this type of change.”



During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.



In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. I am happy to provide additional testimony and if needed, please contact me at 808-845-9176 or lumho@hawaii.edu for further comment.





Me ke aloha ʻāina,
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Kaleialoha OK Lum-Ho, Coordinator

Hulili Ke Kukui Hawaiian Center at

Honolulu Community College 

874 Dillingham Blvd

Honolulu, HI 96817
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		KŪKALAʻULA 

STEM PATHWAYS PROGRAM







Kūkalāʻula was originally funded by the Islands of Opportunity Alliance - Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participants (IOA-LSAMP), a National Science Foundation Grant from August 2011 thru July 2016. The IOA-LSAMP project is designed to increase the number of under represented minority students graduating with bachelor's degrees in STEM fields and Kūkalāʻula focused on the objective to “Build and support a pathway for STEM majors from URM groups in the Pacific region by providing education and academic support services for participants that are tailored to the needs of each partner institution's constituency.” Following the conclusion of the IOA-LSAMP grant, Kūkalaʻula continued through “Building Occupations and ʻOhana through STEM Training (BOOST)”, a consortium grant sponsored by ALU LIKE, Inc. and funded by the U.S. Department of Labor Indian and Native American Employment Training Program. The program implements culturally appropriate, place-based strategies to inspire the next cohort of future Native Hawaiian STEM majors and natural resource managers and provides students with a scholarship to support the completion of their degrees. 



The Honolulu Community College campus is mainly known for its trades programs. Founded in 1920, the college sits in the ʻili of Niuhelewai within the Kapālama Ahupuaʻa. The Niuhelewai ʻili was once renown as the “breadbasket of Kapālama,” being home to over 40 loʻi kalo and several fishponds, including one that once sat below the existing COSTCO parking lot. In the last century, Kapālama ahupuaʻa has gone through extensive development and as a result, the urban landscape has degraded much of the natural resources in the area. Students today usually associate the campus and surrounding community with urbanization, pollution, and a “concrete jungle.” The goal of this project is to inspire and mentor the next generation of natural resource managers, who are able to use cultural and place-based strategies to mālama ʻāina. We start from our home. Despite the stigma attached to Kapālama, through the program, students learn that Kapālama was once a thriving, beautiful community, and that there are still gems where restoration efforts are succeeding.  



The name “Kūkalaʻula” refers to a place on Hawaiʻi Island that is referenced in the Pele and Hiʻiaka saga. During Hiʻiakaʻs travels through the eastside of Oʻahu, she encounters a distant relative Kauhi who dwells at the point just before Kahana Valley.  In his acknowledgement of her arrival he shares a pule which talks about the place Kūkalaʻula, which is located near Kīlauea on Hawaiʻi island.  Kūkalāʻula also refers to the reddish glow that appears right before the sun rises, which is a metaphor for the goals of this conference to prepare, inspire, enlighten, and motivate students at Honolulu Community College through cultural experiences, centered around the mana that the ahupuaʻa of Kapālama exudes in both place and people, past and present.





Pipī ka wahie, hoʻonui ka pulupulu.

If the firewood burns slowly, add more tinder.

Keep trying until you succeed.

(ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 2659; Pūkuʻi, 1983, p. 291)

[image: ]

Students were asked to describe their experience at the STEM Symposium and huakaʻi in one word. 

The more frequently words are listed, the larger they are in size.





Program Goals:

1. Increase recruitment, retention and performance for Native Hawaiian students pursuing STEM fields at Honolulu Community College.

2. Build connections between STEM and culture by creating a foundation through education and hands-on experiences.

3. Foster a sense of identity by engaging the students in Native Hawaiian community issues and the individuals/organizations that are positively contributing to these efforts.

4. Expose our students to Native Hawaiian college graduates that have succeeded in attaining a college degree, to provide a practical understanding of how the graduates are utilizing their degrees in the community.

5. Establish mentoring relationships with Native Hawaiian professionals that will positively contribute to the student’s college career.



Activities:

· A one-week conference consisting of:

· Huakaʻi (field trips) to wahi pana (significant places) in Kapālama ahupuaʻa

· Guest speakers who are Native Hawaiian scientists in the field

· Storytelling

· Cultural activities

· Hands-on STEM activities

· Huakaʻi to sites where traditional resource management practices are used to restore the land

· Daily reflections (written and discussions)

· Financial support

· Advising (education, career, goal setting)

· Support to attend conservation related conferences

· Cultural field trips (i.e. Bishop Museum)



Participants go to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina on the fourth and final day of the symposium, which is focused on the future of our ʻāina and our kuleana and how STEM can support the future. Our hosts at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina take the students on a “walk story” tour of ʻŌuaua and Maluawai ʻili and then students engage in service learning projects to develop traditional resource management skills. The day ends with a reflection (usually in Hale Māmalu) where students talk about what they learned over the last four days, what they are grateful for, and how they plan to apply their new knowledge and skills to take care of the ʻāina.
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		Exploring the forest at the border between 

ʻMaluawai ʻili of Kapālama ahupuaʻa and 

ʻŌuaua ʻili of Kalihi ahupuaʻa

		Learning traditional Hawaiian measurement methods








Testimonies:

From 2016 to 2021, a total of 103 students participated in the program and visited Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. Students are required to complete an evaluation at the end of their participation in addition to written reflections. The following are highlight testimonies from students regarding their experience at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina:



Evaluations

· Talking to uncle Scottie made me ask myself what I am gonna do for community and what will my legacy be. The mo’olelo from the aunties made me wonder how I could incorporate what our kupuna did into our daily lives. 

· I have to say the highlight of this whole conference would have to be the last day in the valley of Kalihi Valley. It brought so much memories of the past and how good it felt to relive a bit of it. Being in the mountains with other people who are just as excited as I was and the energy and stories Uncle Scotty had with us was just an uplifting positive vibe.

· I think the thing I'll remember the most is sitting in the hale up in the place at Kalihi Valley.  Everything up until then had been surrounded by what I'd already known - it was at HCC, or around the area I was always in, with the same sounds and everything.  But up there, there were no buildings or anything, and it was quiet.  Peaceful.  

· I knew that there was science and culture could tie together, but I did not know how to bring the two closer.  Now I have an understanding that pono science is the bridge and if we have more hawaiian in the science fields then it would be easier to apply pono science.  Our ancestors did it well and so can we.

· Generally, when one thinks about Hawaiian culture, STEM is not the first thing that comes to mind.  The Western perspective often draws a line and places culture and science far away from one another.  Through this conference, I've been able to see first-hand how the two can be blended together in a way that produces even better results.  I''ve learned that when we take our ancestral knowledge and apply it to modern science practices, we pull our culture into the present, and this forms the basis for pono science.

· Attending this conference supported my goals because I want to be a safety officer and I wanted to connect that with the Hawaiian culture and I couldn't see any reasons to do so. But when we went to Ho'oulu Aina and we were lashing, uncle Scotty said that there is certain lash that is OSHA certified. When I heard that, I realized I can connect to the Hawaiian history of building hales with different lashes to OSHA.

· I am interested in becoming a doctor so when Uncle Scotty talked about using native plants to heal his crushed finger it was rather fascinating. 

· One of my goals is to get a better understanding of Hawaiian tradition, culture, and practices, and this conference exposed me to all three, from the chants asking for permission and blessing at the start of our daily journeys to the exposure to kupuna with knowledge passing what they could on to us in that short time we had.

· As I said before, my cultural identity is very important to my maturing process because it helps me get through my day. One way this conference  impacted me is it helped me to realize that my ancestors were Hawaiian scientists. The only difference from them and now is that now a days, we need a degree to prove that you are credible and able to do a task. In the ancient days of Hawaii, you were a credible farmer and fisher based on your yield which shows that all of your science are in balance. This conference helped me to realize that Hawaiians were scientists, which motivates me to learn more about science. 
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Reflections

· I am eternally blessed to have been able to visit, and learn about Ho'oulu 'aina. I believe it's programs like that which are very important as they have extremely huge impacts on the outcome of our land. Thanks to Ho'oulu 'aina, people can go into the mountain and volunteer to help clear land of invasive plant species, so that our native species can have more room and opportunity to grow, thus allowing for more water flow.

· Those people like uncle Scotty are the reason why I still have hope for the future of, not only Kapalama, but Hawaii as a whole. It is important that people of native roots, or at least those who are willing to be sensitive to the culture of Hawaii, are put in high positions of power when making decisions that will ultimately affect our ecosystem as a whole.

· Another ideal for the future is that the native plants, like koa trees, will be thriving in the forest near Ho’oulu ‘Āina. When we visited, Uncle Scotty pointed out that the seeds are already in the seed bed in the ground, and that by clearing and cleaning the forest the trees will be able to grow again. This future is not far-fetched because the potential for the native plants to grow is already there; nature just needs a little help from the community to help things along.

· Learn and teach was what Ho’oulu ‘Aina taught me and brought out something I lost a long time ago. Ho’oulu ‘Aina represents what can be done to improve the future by naturally taking care of our aina by not using pesticides and have the community involved. Even though there are plants there not is not meant to be there, it does not have to be dug out, but used in other ways so that it is not wasted and does not harm the aina instead of improving. The plants and trees are not important for resources, but a important piece for our survival since it produces oxygen. Ho’oulu Aina taught me to be resourceful, to show aloha, and to return back to my roots.

· This last huaka’i brought the trip full circle for me. After hearing uncle Joey’s “mana means connections” idea my perspectives on my culture changes completely. I believe that this definition of mana is what the Hawaiian people really meant when they said it. A person who has a lot of mana is someone who has connections to other people, has connections to the land, and can balance both effectively. At each place I felt something, but I couldn’t place it. I’d like to think now that it was me connecting to the land and the people there, which in a way let me gain some mana of my own

· On the fourth day of Kukala’ula we went up into mauka to look at a place where the land has begun to heal and the people there are helping it to heal. We got to see a place where our culture was being passed on and used to help preserve the plants and to help care for the plants and land. As uncle scotty took us around he talked to us about how the landscape had looked before and explained to us what was done and what is being done to protect it. It is amazing to know that people like uncle Scotty are out there putting in the work and not just fantasizing about it. Hes the guy out there actually trying to heal the land after all the pain that it had gone through. Hes the guy who is out there trying to preserve our native plants.

· For me I see a bright future for the Ahupua’a of Kapalama because I can see more people Like uncle Scotty and aunty Kehau being out there and preserving our land helping it to heal. Teaching the other people of the community what to do reaching out to people so they can teach them that we need to preserve our land or in the next ten to fifteen years this place may not be here.

· Ho‘oulu ‘Āina is a perfect example of how the community came together to restore a part of land that was once lost. With this in mind, I feel as though it would be great to embrace both parts of what Hawai‘i has become and what it once was. I think it would be a great accomplishments to combine modern technology with past agricultural practices. Both industrialization and agriculture have their perks but when balanced and properly used, I believe that it would be a huge step forward. Using new technology while also preserving our culture and heritage would benefit everyone. Kapālama would be a great place to start this type of change.

· Some things that inspired me was when Kanoa was talking about his connection to this land. This showed me that we as kanaka should be the ones taking care of this land because it is our kuleana. My hopes for the future of Kapalama is that one day we can have more native plants growing in our land and less pollution in our waters.

· “When we malama the aina we give aloha to the aina”. Quoted from Uncle Kanoa, a caregiver at Ho`oulu Aina said this perfectly and I reflect greatly off of it. Our visit to Ho`oulu Aina Uncle Kanoa talks about a big difference of malama the aina versus conserving it. For example when people conserve a certain area they don’t really take care of a certain land space and rather they close all access from it and hope that it thrives on itself. From historical stories and his own experiences growing up in Kalihi Valley, he has connected greatly with the aina... While working with Uncle Kanoa he shows me that anyone can care for the land but it takes people who really understand why we do it.

· For today's huakaʻi, we went to Maluawai where we were able to clear out all the non- native trees that were surrounding the native koa trees. This was a very great experience because it was actually my first time being able to work with koa and also first-time doing work in the mountain and deep into the valley.




Kūkalaʻula Sample Final Projects

Following the conclusion of the STEM Symposium, participants are required to submit a final project that demonstrates what they learned during the week and how they built connections between STEM and the Hawaiian culture. Students were able to use any format they chose, and creativity was encouraged.





Students who’s final projects were videos can be viewed on our Vimeo page:

Kalawaiʻa’s Video (https://vimeo.com/259412653) 

Pohai’s Video (https://vimeo.com/256159872) 

Toby York’s Video (https://vimeo.com/284056628) 

Kehau Kauanui-Ohia’s Video (https://vimeo.com/284056570) 

Clarence Keawe’s Video (https://vimeo.com/284056445) 

Shaelyn Mahelona’s Video: https://vimeo.com/285897031 









 




Mia Fong (Fall 2017 Cohort)
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‘āina : an ecopoem

by didi Goodwin (Spring 2018 Cohort)



life is in the cracks

where the bodies lie	dead

I walk across the corpses of the forgotten	used		dying		dead

it’s uncomfortable walking on bones of culture



is this beautiful grave where we end?



it is vast		(and full)

maybe the water will lift me 

off my feet

and the tide will carry me 

to where my kupuna knew

Ke’ehi			

Mokauea		(watch your step)



death visits so easily

but

life grows in surprising places

life is in the cracks	(there is hope in the water)

but

there’s leptospirosis in the spring water at the source

there’s blood in the spring water at the source

even in the concrete

even in the mud

no swimming		(its where we swim)

(its where we are)

there is fear in the water

(there is hope in the water)

(there will always be blood)



life finds a way		(its where we are)

to adapt

to sleep

to wait

to grow

to be

life is strange		and beautiful

life is			where we are



(it’s overtaking the rocks)		

(pull it out)



under a hale made from Albezia

stories			(legends)	

(lessons) 	

(memories)

(pull it out)



I greet the sharks

at Keanakamanō

I’ll eat unfamiliar tastes	and remember

what the chiefess will do

nā ‘aumākua are watching

and will guide us through

life full of uneven walks

life in the rocks

life underground	(life is in the cracks)

			(its where koa grows)



I can’t leave things to die

I can’t leave them to die

I can’t leave us to die



rebirth is in the cracks



we live on by adapting to the changing ‘āina




Laʻakea Manini (Spring 2018 Cohort)

Kūkalāʻula Final Project

4/14/18





The Light Before The Sunrise



Nowadays, when thinking of hawaiian culture, one can only imagine how great it must have been. The people worked with each other, everyone as a whole respected the land, but most importantly there was a sense of balance between everyone and everything; Which is something that is becoming increasingly hard to find. Kūkalāʻula has opened my eyes to the hawaiian culture and allowed me to remember where I come from. During this journey, each of the four places that we visited taught me something different. I learned that sometimes it is important to stop and find a sense of place, there is much more than meets the eyes in Kapalama, sometimes it is necessary to take a step back before you can move forward, and lastly I learned that sometimes technology isn’t the answer. It is so easy to get caught up with life in this day and age that by the time you look back you realize all the small thing that were looked over.

The first day of this program consisted of some bonding activities, hearing stories 

first hand from native hawaiians working in STEM, and taking a walk outdoors to see part of Kapalama. It was really nice to hear from the guest speakers because I never thought about how much more a hawaiian could do for the land over an individual from the states, given the same position. The thing that stood out the most to me about that day was taking a walk to the canal. Since graduating high school I had been so focused on finishing college and starting a career that I never stopped to take a break and be aware of my surroundings. The campus is right next to the canal and i had never once stopped to take a look at it. I never realized the beauty of the canal and the beauty of nature like that in a while. Now knowing this I hope to not let life consume me and allow myself time to do things like visit a Lo’i. This to me was a major turning point because it set the mood for the days to come.

The second thing I learned was that there are still gems hidden in this land, no matter the area. I have never really thought of Kalihi as a beautiful place. There are a lot of buildings all over the place, there is a lot of litter in the area; some parts more than others, and other parts can be considered dangerous to some. This all changed after my visit to Lo’i Kalo Farms. I was amazed to see the place so close to home. All of the other Lo’is’ that i have been to were a lot farther from town than that one. The thing that makes it more interesting is that I lived in Kalihi since high school and even school was right by the lo’i. I have been up and down that road more times that I can remember and I would not have thought that a lo’i would be where it is. After learning about the significance of Lo’i Kalo Farms in that it was a primary source for water in the ahupua’a and a great place for plant/animal life I now have a deeper appreciation and outlook for Kapalama; much more than I did in the past. I am very grateful to have been introduced to Lo’i Kalo Farms and now I can visit a lo’i in my own ahupua’a. In addition to being enlightened by Lo’i Kalo Farms, there was Mokauea.

Mokauea is a place with a painful history. Once, years ago, it was home to a group of hawaiians who still cherished hawaiian values and wished to live there just like the hawaiians did with the whole island. At one point they did, they were self sustainable on mokauea; whatever they needed they had or could attain all by themselves, but it would not last long. The government eventually declared them as squatters and kicked them off of the land. This was something that I learned after my visit to Mokauea and to see it now, “hope” would best describe its current path. There are another group of hawaiians that are working to restore it with the same intentions of the group before them. In time Mokauea will be home to a cultural learning center along with other hawaiian traditions. With this more hawaiians can visit and broaden their knowledge the same way I did. The first thing that I thought of after learning about Mokauea is a quote a previous manager once said to me, “Sometimes you need to take a step backward before you can move forward.” I feel that this relates to Mokauea because if not for the first group of hawaiians who were kicked off of the land, it may not have come to this point. Those hawaiians really contributed to the value of Mokauea and if they could see it now they would be proud. Although we live in a world where technology dominates, sometimes it isnʻt the solution.

Hoʻoulu ʻĀina another gem within Kapalama. There I met a man named Scotty, who taught me about the significance of the land as well as the skills of lashing. I especially enjoyed learning how to lash because I was able to do something that was a foundation for building in old Hawaii. It made me feel like I was that much more in tune with my culture. While taking a walk around the land Uncle Scotty shared a story with us about the Koa trees there. When they were first given the land to take care of they were told that the fastest way to get rid of the invasive species would be with a poison paintball gun by helicopter; But, being culturally grounded they knew that it was too risky. From a helicopter it would be hard to tell the difference between some species and because poison is being used there is a risk of ruining the soil. So, rather than doing that the caretakers decided to simply take their time to remove the invasive species and after some time the Koa trees had started growing better than they originally expected. From this story I learned that technology is not always the answer. Growing up during this time I always assumed that with technology things can always be done faster and better but I never stopped to think that maybe sometimes itʻs not needed. If the poison paintball option was taken the job could have been finished a lot quicker, but how many Native Koa plants would have been killed in the process and how much more land would be infertile. This just goes to show how knowledgeable the hawaiians were.

In conclusion, Kūkalāʻula has opened my eyes to the hawaiian culture and allowed me to remember where I come from. I learned that sometimes it is important to stop and find a sense of place, there is much more than meets the eyes in Kapalama, sometimes it is necessary to take a step back before you can move forward, and lastly I learned that sometimes technology isn’t the answer. I now know what I need to do and how to carry on my culture.








Dane Trevathan (Summer 2018 Cohort)

Kūkalāʻula Final Project
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“Hoʻi, or to return, while the ahupuaʻa of Kapalama may contain more concrete then ʻāina, more industry then cultural preservation, a strong few remain with that idea of returning Kapalama to the place it once was.”




Nathan Utu (Summer 2018 Cohort)

Kūkalāʻula Final Project
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Gideon Panui (Spring 2019 Cohort)
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[bookmark: _Toc15923164]Ululani Siangco (Spring 2019)

Kūkalaʻula Final Project



On the left you see a woman who wears a dress with flowers and has fresh water for hair. On the right, you see someone on the ground, suffering because they are not nourished like the girl on the left. Basically its what happens when you take care of the ‘aina versus what happens when you don’t.
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Hawai‘i Medical  818 Keeaumoku St.  P.O. Box 860   Offices also located on   hmsa.com 
Service Association (808) 948-5110  Honolulu, HI 96808-0860 Hawaii Island, Kauai and Maui 


An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association  


 


 
 
 
January 20th, 2022 


Suzanne Case, Chairperson 


State of Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources 


1151 Punchbowl St. 


Honolulu, HI 96813 


 


Aloha, 


 


The Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) strongly supports the extension of 


Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the 


last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV), in collaboration with the Kalihi community, 


has taken a dilapidated property and created a world-class space for cultural 


education, environmental connection, and healing. The extension of this lease will 


allow KKV to continue the development and community benefit that is brought forth 


by Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 


HMSA strongly supports KKV’s and HĀ’s lease extension. 


 
 


 


 
Mahalo, 
 


 


Matthew W. Sasaki 


Assistant Vice President 
Government & External Relations 
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January 20th, 2022 
 
Suzanne Case, Chairperson 
State of Hawaii Board of Land and Natural Resources 
1151 Punchbowl St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Aloha, 
 
The HMSA Foundation strongly supports the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s 
lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, 
Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV), in collaboration with the Kalihi community, has taken 
a dilapidated property and created a world-class space for cultural education, 
environmental connection, and healing. The extension of this lease will allow 
KKV to continue the development and community benefit that is brought forth 
by Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 
 
Prior to Covid, KKV and Hoʻoulu ʻĀina demonstrated its impact through 
thousands of students and volunteers that would visit, turn their hands to the 
soil, and help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and 
the whole world. And during the current pandemic, HĀ has stepped into a 
primary role as a site for Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 
deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort 
to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time 
period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who 
had individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries 
included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at HĀ. 
 
HMSA Foundation has been a proud supporter of KKV, the HĀ program, and 
the work both have done to benefit the community. We are proud to support a 
lease extension. 
 
Mahalo, 
 


 
 


Matthew W. Sasaki 
Executive Administrator 
 








January 14, 2022 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
My name is Sandra Harvey.  Since 1987, my family and I have lived about a mile makai of 
Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.   
 
We would walk up the street, but it wasn’t a nice walk.  Watching the evolution of Hoʻoulu 
ʻĀina got us excited about the prospects for our neighborhood.  It wasn’t until I joined board of 
Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) in 2017 that I found it was a KKV program.  Walking up the valley 
is now very pleasant and I feel safe. 
 
I strongly support a long-term extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that 
make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a 
property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – 
and  created a world-class space for cultural education, environmental connection, and healing. 
Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this property to be preserved 
and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and County and then State 
DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision 
started to be realized. It truly is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu 
ʻĀina. 
 
Prior to COVID, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, 
and help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is 
a program that my family and I are exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the 
most exceptional way. 
 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for COVID 
response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk 
Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same 
time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had 
individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce 
and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 
 
In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from 
DLNR. Please contact me at (808) 561-9394 or sandy.harvey@stanfordalumni.org for further 
comment. 
 
Thank you very much, 
 
 
 
 
Sandra Harvey 
Kalihi Valley Resident 
KKV Board President 






1/12/22



Aloha Board Members:



My name is Debbie Azama-Park, a resident of Kalihi Valley, the AZAMA family has been living on this property since the 1950’s.

We strongly support the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – and  created a world-class space for cultural education, environmental connection, and healing. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision started to be realized. It truly is in everyone’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.



Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that we are exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way.



During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.







In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. Please contact me at (808)222-3699 or dazamapark@hotmail.com for further comment.





Mahalo,

Debbie Azama-Park

3630 Kalihi St

Hon, Hi 96819












	


 


TO: Chair Case and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources 


FROM: Ryan Kusumoto, President & CEO of Parents And Children Together (PACT) 


DATE/LOCATION: January 29, 2022; 9:00 a.m. 


 


RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOʻOULU ʻĀINA 


We ask you to support the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that 
make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a 
property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters – 
and created a world-class space for cultural education, environmental connection, and healing. 
Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this property to be preserved 
and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City and County and then State 
DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that the community’s vision 
started to be realized. It truly is in the commiunity’s best interest to extend KKV’s lease to 
Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 


  


Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, turn their hands to the soil, and 
help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is an 
exceptional program that is representative of our local culture and communities, promotes 
healing and health, and contributes to the overall well-being of our people and land.   


  


During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid 
response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk 
Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same 
time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had 
individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce 
and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 


  


Kokua Kalihi Valley is a valued and trusted community partner with whom we work 
collaboratively with to serve our residents and community. Founded in 1968, Parents And 
Children Together (PACT) is one of Hawaii’s not-for-profit organizations providing a wide array 
of innovative and educational social services to families in need.  Assisting more than 15,000 







people across the state annually, PACT helps families identify, address and successfully resolve 
challenges through its 18 programs.  Among its services are: early education programs, domestic 
violence prevention and intervention programs, child abuse prevention and intervention 
programs, childhood sexual abuse supportive group services, child and adolescent behavioral 
health programs, sex trafficking intervention, poverty prevention and community building 
programs. Many of our Kalihi clients are clients of KKV and we have witnessed firsthand the 
value that Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has had on individuals, families and our community. 


 


Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of Kokua Kalihi Valley, please 
contact me at (808) 847-3285 or rkusumoto@pacthawaii.org if you have any questions. 













H O U S E  O F  REPRESENTATIVES
STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE CAPITOL 


HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813


January 10, 2022


Board of Land and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 621 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809


Dear Chair Case and Members of the Board


I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of the extension of the land lease for Kokua Kalihi Valley's 
(KKV) Ho'oulu 'Aina. For the past 15 years I have had the honor of serving as the State 
Representative for District 28. which includes Kalihi Valley, and have been acutely aware of the 
extraordinary work that KKV does for the community through their medical and dental services 
as well as elder care, child care, youth programs and more.


When KKV originally was granted the lease for the 99 acre DLNR property it was full of trash 
and the buildings were dilapidated with several squatters. Under KKV's tutelage the property 
was restored and turned into a space for cultural education providing a connection to the 
environment for thousands of students and volunteers who toiled the land growing food and 
restoring the forest. In 2021 Ho'oulu 'Aina volunteers made over 2,600 deliveries of food and 
supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents to help reduce their exposure to the COVID virus 
that included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Ho'oulu 'Aina.


Currently KKV is in the planning and fundraising phases for the construction of Hale Lauele 
which will replace the tents that are currently being used and will provide classroom space, a 
wood mill (that will be able to process invasive wood in the area) and a wood working studio. 
The securing of funds for this project will of course be contingent on the extension of the lease.


KKV and Ho'oulu 'Aina have taken a neglected piece of land and transformed it into a cultural 
and educational institution for the community. Why wouldn't you want to ensure that their 
activities continue?


Thank you for your consideration.


Ihn M. Mizur 
'ice Speaker 


State Representati\|e, District 28








1/6/21


Aloha nui kākou,


My name is Kodie Solis-Kalani, and I work at a non-profit organization called Hui 
Mālama i ke Ala ʻŪlili (huiMAU) in Paʻauilo, Hawaiʻi. Through huiMAU, and over the past 
3 years, I have had the honor and opportunity to visit and work alongside the ʻāina and 
crew at Kōkua Kalihi Valleyʻs Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. It is ʻāina and people like Hoʻoulu ʻĀina that 
inspired our hui to begin and continue the transformation of overused and overgrown 
land back to food-bearing ʻāina here in Hāmākua. 
 
I strongly support the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s lease to the 99-acres that make 
up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi Valley (KKV) has taken a 
property that was largely a DLNR liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and 
squatters, and created a world-class space for cultural education and environmental 
connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this 
property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the 
City and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 
2005 that the community’s vision started to be realized. Therefore, it is in everyone’s 
best interest to extend KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina for as long as possible.


Prior to Covid, thousands of students and volunteers would visit, myself included, turn 
their hands to the soil, and help to grow food and restore forest that benefits Kalihi, 
Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It is a program that I am exceptionally proud of, and that 
represents Hawaiʻi in the most exceptional way.


During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for 
Covid response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to 
elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort to reduce their exposure and transmission 
of the virus. In that same time period, over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were 
made to families who had individuals test positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of 
these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.


In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from 
DLNR. Please contact me at kodiesk@alaulili.com for further comment.


Me ke aloha ʻāina,
Kodie Solis-Kalani






January 5, 2022


Aloha DLNR Board,                                                                                

I live a mile down the road from Ho’oulu ‘Aina.  I have lived here in Kalihi Valley for forty-one years and know the land and the neighborhood now occupied by Ho’oulu ‘Aina.  I have raised three children here and my entire family has been deeply enriched by our contact and participation in the environmental and culture work of the Ho’oulu ‘Aina community.  We are living in a time of multiple crisis, environmental, economic, and political.  Things seem to be falling apart around us, more families under food stress, Covid stress, and a deep erosion of face-to-face community.  As people come to Ho’ulu ‘Aina to work in the garden or in reforesting the land they are also undergoing the work of reweaving relationships of neighborliness, fraternity, and aloha. Statistics on depression, anxiety among our young people, loneliness in the elderly and even attacks on flight attendants shout out at us about the fraying conditions of our social fabric.  Land and people need each other.   The initiatives that Ho’oulu Aina have undertaken to help feed people’s bodies especially during these last twenty-four months of Covid had been impressive as has their work to nurture native forest and plants threatened by invasive species and climate change.  But I believe their deepest contribution has been in helping Kalihi and other neighborhood participants retrieve and preserve the social ecology of spontaneous conversation, of communal work and storytelling.  They are healing people as they heal the land not with theory but by offering people a place to practice belonging to each other and to the land.  While not shunning science or other cultural values Ho’oulu ‘Aina is clearly rooted in Hawaiian memory and practice and are heeding the call of our elders to “look to the source.”  

As an elder 70-year-old kupuna I offer that we are living in a time of great bewilderment.  We seem to be asking foundational questions about what is a successful society?  We know every time we step into Costco or use our cell phones that we eat, and shop better than most kings did two hundred years ago and yet something feels wrong.  Inequality has never felt more acute.  We are lonelier, more stressed.  We attack flight attendants, and our young anesthetize themselves with a life in front of screens.  The software that enriches us also devours our time and our lives simultaneously rewriting what it means to be a human.  When our children and grandchildren look back at us from the future, they will see that we were the generation of leaders that made a pivotal move and a U-turn on the highway of development and began to accept a different story of success?  In our bones we know it is inevitable that the game of extractive continuous development must end.  Our Red Hill water crisis our rising seas are the letters from the future.  We should read them and let them influence our decisions now.

When the school of sharks returned to the Kaimana Beach during Covid and schools of akule filled our lagoons it was a sign that the natural richness of the land and seas that our ancestors enjoyed remains just beneath the surface waiting to be welcomed.   Its hard to even think outside the dominant story of success in our time—whoever has the most money wins! The win lose metrics of the market can create amnesia and blindness toward social goods that cannot be commodified: what some are calling the economy of caring.  The caring staff and volunteers at Ho’oulu ‘Aina are like a sign or “hoailona” just like the sharks and akule of how personal health and social health can be integrated and restored.  The deepest thing we all need is a village that welcomes us and holds us dear.  It’s what we have always wanted but cannot find anymore although we may eat and shop like kings.  Please allow Ho’oulu ‘Aina a renewal of their lease as an acknowledgement of their responsible stewardship of land and resources and for being a continuous living laboratory for our identity as Hawaii.     


Please feel free to contact me at. 808 292-5792   or by email at jt82951@gmail.com

Sincerely,


Joseph T. Miller.                                         



January 22, 2022

ATTN: Board of Land and Natural Resources

SUBJECT: Letter of Support for the lease extension for Kōkua Kalihi Valley from the DLNR;
Before the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 9 a.m., January 28, 2022;
Agenda Item E2.

Aloha Board Members,

Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo (KUA) enthusiastically submits this letter in support of Kōkua Kalihi
Valleyʻs (KKV) lease extension for the 99 acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀinaʻs (HA) beloved place
for community health and healing.

Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo means “grassroots growing through shared responsibility,” our
acronym KUA means backbone. KUA works to empower communities to improve their quality of
life through caring for their environmental heritage together. We employ a community‐driven
approach that currently supports a network of more than 36 mālama ʻāina (care for that which
feeds) community groups collectively referred to as E Alu Pū (moving forward together), over 40
fishpond restoration projects and practitioners called the Hui Mālama Loko Iʻa (HMLI; the group
that cares for fishponds), and the Limu (seaweed) Hui made up of limu loea (experts) all from
across the state. KKV/HA is one of these beloved community groups and serves in a leadership
role for the E Alu Pū network.

A primary function of KUA includes development of the ʻauwai, a stream of resources,
tools, bridges and networks that help to cultivate and take our communities’ work to greater
levels. A core stream that feeds that ʻauwai is one in which our network members build when
they connect, cultivate, regenerate and build the momentum, capacity, knowledge and other
resources they can share with each other and our state. KKV/HA’s is a key contributor in this
kind of stream within our networks, within O’ahu and as an example for our state. Their
presence in Kalihi valley is important and essential.

Over the last 16 years, KKV took on the lease and care for a property that was largely a
DLNR liability, full of trash, dilapidated buildings, and squatters, and created a world-class space
for cultural education and environmental connection. Since the 1970’s, the Kalihi community has
advocated that the property be preserved and restored. Though it was managed by the City and
County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until KKV took on the kuleana in 2005 that
the community’s vision started to bear fruit. Since then, KKV has received tens of thousands of
students and volunteers who turned their hands to the soil, helped to grow food and restored the



forest to benefit  Kalihi, Kona, Oʻahu. We are in awe of the tremendous work and love of the
KKV leadership and team for what they have built, transformed and returned and we are so
proud they are a member of E Alu Pū and sharing in our collective vision of ʻĀina Momona.

KKV/HA, also stepped into an essential leadership role during this pandemic. Over the
last two years it stepped into a role as a primary community site for COVID-19 response and
made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-risk Kalihi residents in an effort
to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same time, HA made over 300
deliveries of food and necessities to community members quarantined due to  coronavirus
infections. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal plants grown at
Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.

KKV and Hoʻoulu ʻĀina are a model of community, connection and care for our whole
paeʻāina (archipelago) and truly the world. It would be in the best interest of our state that KKV
grow and extend their partnership with the DLNR for a place synonymous with Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. As
we are reliant on ʻāina, this ʻāina is reliant upon the dedicated kanaka of KKV and the
community they bring together and uplift. To renew this lease is to commit to grow the land, and
to commit to grow the land, we commit to grow a community that is one with it.

Pūpūkahi i holomua e hoʻokanaka
(Let us unite to better the human condition)

Kevin K.J. Chang Alex Puanani Connelly
Executive Director E Alu Pū Coordinator



January 5, 2022 
 
Aloha DLNR Board,                                                                                 
 

I live a mile down the road from Ho’oulu ‘Aina.  I have lived here in Kalihi Valley for 
forty-one years and know the land and the neighborhood now occupied by Ho’oulu ‘Aina.  I 
have raised three children here and my entire family has been deeply enriched by our contact 
and participation in the environmental and culture work of the Ho’oulu ‘Aina community.  We 
are living in a time of multiple crisis, environmental, economic, and political.  Things seem to be 
falling apart around us, more families under food stress, Covid stress, and a deep erosion of 
face-to-face community.  As people come to Ho’ulu ‘Aina to work in the garden or in reforesting 
the land they are also undergoing the work of reweaving relationships of neighborliness, 
fraternity, and aloha. Statistics on depression, anxiety among our young people, loneliness in 
the elderly and even attacks on flight attendants shout out at us about the fraying conditions of 
our social fabric.  Land and people need each other.   The initiatives that Ho’oulu Aina have 
undertaken to help feed people’s bodies especially during these last twenty-four months of 
Covid had been impressive as has their work to nurture native forest and plants threatened by 
invasive species and climate change.  But I believe their deepest contribution has been in 
helping Kalihi and other neighborhood participants retrieve and preserve the social ecology of 
spontaneous conversation, of communal work and storytelling.  They are healing people as they 
heal the land not with theory but by offering people a place to practice belonging to each other 
and to the land.  While not shunning science or other cultural values Ho’oulu ‘Aina is clearly 
rooted in Hawaiian memory and practice and are heeding the call of our elders to “look to the 
source.”   

As an elder 70-year-old kupuna I offer that we are living in a time of great 
bewilderment.  We seem to be asking foundational questions about what is a successful 
society?  We know every time we step into Costco or use our cell phones that we eat, and shop 
better than most kings did two hundred years ago and yet something feels wrong.  Inequality 
has never felt more acute.  We are lonelier, more stressed.  We attack flight attendants, and 
our young anesthetize themselves with a life in front of screens.  The software that enriches us 
also devours our time and our lives simultaneously rewriting what it means to be a human.  
When our children and grandchildren look back at us from the future, they will see that we 
were the generation of leaders that made a pivotal move and a U-turn on the highway of 
development and began to accept a different story of success?  In our bones we know it is 
inevitable that the game of extractive continuous development must end.  Our Red Hill water 
crisis our rising seas are the letters from the future.  We should read them and let them 
influence our decisions now. 

When the school of sharks returned to the Kaimana Beach during Covid and schools of 
akule filled our lagoons it was a sign that the natural richness of the land and seas that our 
ancestors enjoyed remains just beneath the surface waiting to be welcomed.   Its hard to even 
think outside the dominant story of success in our time—whoever has the most money wins! 
The win lose metrics of the market can create amnesia and blindness toward social goods that 
cannot be commodified: what some are calling the economy of caring.  The caring staff and 
volunteers at Ho’oulu ‘Aina are like a sign or “hoailona” just like the sharks and akule of how 



personal health and social health can be integrated and restored.  The deepest thing we all 
need is a village that welcomes us and holds us dear.  It’s what we have always wanted but 
cannot find anymore although we may eat and shop like kings.  Please allow Ho’oulu ‘Aina a 
renewal of their lease as an acknowledgement of their responsible stewardship of land and 
resources and for being a continuous living laboratory for our identity as Hawaii.      
 
Please feel free to contact me at. 808 292-5792   or by email at jt82951@gmail.com 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Joseph T. Miller.                                          

 

mailto:jt82951@gmail.com


 
 

 DAVID Y.  IGE 
  GOVERNOR 

                            
                                

STATE OF HAWAI‘I 
                     DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
                                         P.O. BOX 2360 
                              HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I  96804 

 

        KE ITH T.  HAYASHI  
              INTER IM SUPERINTENDENT  

                      

         OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
   

 
January 21, 2022 
 

Suzanne Case 
Chairperson 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
1151 Punchbowl St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Letter of Support for a Lease Extension for Kōkua Kalihi Valley-Hoʻoulu ʻĀina 
 
Aloha Chairperson Case, 
 
The Office of Hawaiian Education (OHE) was established in 2015 in the Hawaiʻi Department of 
Education (HI DOE) by the Hawaiʻi Board of Education, Policy 105.7 (see attached).  In 2018, a 
strategic direction was set; since then, OHE has been working vigorously to ground education in 
Hawaiian ways so that all of Hawaiʻi may thrive. Additionally, OHE has actively sought out the 
expertise of community leaders and practitioners who help to design, implement and provide 
learning opportunities that increase the necessary ʻāina competencies that will help us to achieve 
this vision.  
 
OHE stands in strong support of the work of Director Puni Jackson and her team of community 
leaders. The partnership that began in 2015 with this community organization led to the 
development of an essential set of tools and strategies that inform the professional development 
opportunities that are made available and delivered by OHE to all faculty, staff and students in the 
HI DOE.  OHE continues to partner with Hoʻoulu ʻĀina leveraging their expertise to shift the 
mindsets and behaviors that lead to a strengthened sense of belonging, responsibility, excellence, 
aloha, total well-being and Hawaiʻi (see attached HI BOE Policy E-3 Nā Hopena Aʻo-HĀ).  
 
The impacts of the work at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina continues to shed light on best practices of ʻāina 
stewardship and restoration, community resilience and local industry empowerment, ensuring that 
natural balance is established for the humans and non-humans that call Hawaiʻi, and especially 
Kalihi, home.  It is with sincere gratitude that OHE submits this letter of support on behalf of our 
ʻohana at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Dawn Kauʻi Sang, Director for Office of Hawaiian 
Education, at dawn.sang@k12.hi.us. 
 
 
 

Kauʻi Sang 
Director 

Kauʻi Sang (Jan 21, 2022 11:12 HST)

https://hawaiidoe.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqCQpESdMBBxE6uOSZusK5ZsuN5V9SZ4r


POLICY 105-7 
 

HAWAIIAN EDUCATION 
 

 
Hawaii’s public education system should embody Hawaiian values, language, culture and 
history as a foundation to prepare students in grades K-12 for success in college, career and 
communities, locally and globally.  Hawaiian language, culture, and history should be an integral 
part of Hawaii’s education standards for all students in grades K-12. 
 
The Board of Education recognizes that appropriate support for and implementation of Hawaiian 
education will positively impact the educational outcomes of all students in preparation for 
college, career and community success. 
 
Therefore, the Department of Education (“Department”) shall establish in the office of the 
Superintendent an Office of Hawaiian Education of which the head shall be part of the 
Superintendent’s leadership team.  The Department will allocate resources including personnel 
and fiscal to create and implement appropriate, curricula, standards, performance assessment 
tools, professional development, and strategies for community engagement throughout the 
Department. 
 
The goals of Hawaiian education shall be to: 
 

x Provide guidance in developing, securing, and utilizing materials that support the 
incorporation of Hawaiian knowledge, practices and perspectives in all content areas. 

x Provide educators, staff and administrators with a fundamental knowledge of and 
appreciation for the indigenous culture, history, places and language of Hawaii. 

x Develop and implement an evaluation system that measures student outcomes, teacher 
effectiveness and administration support of Hawaiian Education.  To ensure 
accountability an annual assessment report to the Board of Education will be required. 

x Use community expertise as an essential means in the furtherance of Hawaiian 
education. 

x Ensure that all students in Hawaii’s public schools will graduate with proficiency in and 
appreciations for the indigenous culture, history, and language of Hawaii. 

 
This policy is applicable to charter schools.  A charter school may request a waiver of this policy 
from the Board of Education. 
 
[Approved: 05/05/2015 (as Board Policy 105.7); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 105-7)] 
 
Former policy 2104 history:  approved: 04/19/2001; amended: 01/22/2009, 02/18/2014 



What makes Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i - a place unlike anywhere else - are the unique 
values and qualities of the indigenous language and culture.  ‘O Hawai‘i 
ke kahua o ka ho‘ona‘auao. Hawai‘i is the foundation of our learning. Thus 
the following learning outcomes, Nā Hopena A‘o, are rooted in Hawai‘i, 
and we become a reflection of this special place. 

Nā Hopena A‘o or HĀ are six outcomes to be strengthened in every student 
over the course of their K-12 learning journey. Department staff should 
also be models of behaviors that direct students to what these outcomes 
might look like in practice. The outcomes include a sense of Belonging, 
Responsibility, Excellence, Aloha, Total Wellbeing and Hawai‘i. When taken 
together, these outcomes become the core BREATH that can be drawn on 
for strength and stability through out school and beyond.

Underlying these outcomes is the belief that students need both social 
and emotional learning (SEL) skills and academic mindsets to succeed in 
college, careers and communities locally and globally. Thus, HĀ learning 
outcomes emphasize the competencies that include application and 
creation of knowledge along with the development of important skills 
and dispositions.

Through a widespread community process of dialogue, feedback, and co-
creation, your BOE Advisory Policy 4000 Work Group more fully realizes 
the importance of a kind of culture and environment necessary for HĀ to 
thrive and bring life to learning. Thus, we present HĀ as life-long learning 
outcomes for all of us, as students of Hawai‘i, to believe, understand, 
model and become.

Contributors

Cheryl Ka‘uhane Lupenui
Dawn Kau‘ilani Sang
Haunani Seward
Herb Lee
Kamoa‘e Walk
Katie Benioni
Keiki Kawai‘ae‘a
Lea Albert
Mahina Paishon Duarte
Marlene Zeug
Monica Morris
Walter Kahumoku III

Introduction

Nā Hopena A‘o Statements

HĀ: BREATH

November 2015



1. Strengthened Sense of Belonging:
I stand firm in my space with a strong foundation of
relationships. A sense of Belonging is demonstrated through
an understanding of lineage and place and a connection to
past, present, and future. I am able to interact respectfully for
the betterment of self and others.

a. Know who I am and where I am from 
b. Know about the place I live and go to school
c. Build relationships with many diverse people
d. Care about my relationships with others
e. Am open to new ideas and different ways of doing things
f. Communicate with clarity and confidence
g. Understand how actions affect others
h. Actively participate in school and communities

2. Strengthened Sense of Responsibility:
I willingly carry my responsibility for self, family, community
and the larger society. A sense of Responsibility is
demonstrated by a commitment and concern for others. I am
mindful of the values, needs and welfare of others.

a. Come to school regularly, on-time and ready to learn
b. See self and others as active participants in the learning 

process
c. Question ideas and listens generously
d. Ask for help and feedback when appropriate 
e. Make good decisions with moral courage and integrity in 

every action.
f. Set goals and complete tasks fully
g. Reflect on the quality and relevancy of the learning
h. Honor and make family, school and communities proud

3. Strengthened Sense of Excellence:
I believe I can succeed in school and life and am inspired to
care about the quality of my work. A sense of Excellence is
demonstrated by a love of learning and the pursuit of skills,
knowledge and behaviors to reach my potential. I am able to
take intellectual risks and strive beyond what is expected.

a. Define success in a meaningful way
b. Know and apply unique gifts and abilities to a purpose
c. Prioritize and manage time and energy well
d. Take initiative without being asked
e. Explore many areas of interests and initiate new ideas
f. Utilize creativity and imagination to problem-solve and 

innovate
g. See failure as an opportunity to learn well
h. Assess and make improvements to produce quality work

4. Strengthened Sense of Aloha:
I show care and respect for myself, families, and
communities. A sense of Aloha is demonstrated through
empathy and appreciation for the symbiotic relationship
between all. I am able to build trust and lead for the good of
the whole.

a. Give generously of time and knowledge
b. Appreciate the gifts and abilities of others
c. Make others feel comfortable and welcome
d. Communicate effectively to diverse audiences
e. Respond mindfully to what is needed 
f. Give joyfully without expectation of reward
g. Share the responsibility for collective work
h. Spread happiness

5. Strengthened Sense of Total Well-being:
I learn about and practice a healthy lifestyle.  A sense of
Total Well-being is demonstrated by making choices that
improve the mind, body, heart and spirit.  I am able to meet
the demands of school and life while contributing to the well-
being of family, ‘āina, community and world.

a. Feel safe physically and emotionally
b. Develop self-discipline to make good choices
c. Manage stress and frustration levels appropriately
d. Have goals and plans that support healthy habits, fitness 

and behaviors
e. Utilize the resources available for wellness in everything 

and everywhere
f. Have enough energy to get things done daily
g. Engage in positive, social interactions and has supportive 

relationships 
h. Promote wellness in others

6. Strengthened Sense of Hawai‘i:
I am enriched by the uniqueness of this prized place.  A
sense of Hawai‘i is demonstrated through an appreciation
for its rich history, diversity and indigenous language and
culture.  I am able to navigate effectively across cultures and
communities and be a steward of the homeland.

a. Pronounce and understand Hawaiian everyday 
conversational words 

b. Use Hawaiian words appropriate to their task
c. Learn the names, stories, special characteristics and the 

importance of places in Hawai‘i
d. Learn and apply Hawaiian traditional world view and 

knowledge in contemporary settings
e. Share the histories, stories, cultures and languages of 

Hawai‘i
f. Compare and contrast different points of views, cultures 

and their contributions
g. Treat Hawai‘i with pride and respect
h. Call Hawai‘i home

Nā Hopena A‘o Statements
HĀ: BREATH November 2015



Nā Hopena A‘o Statements

HĀ: BREATH

Nā Hopena A‘o
HĀ–BREATH

Strengthened Sense of 
Belonging

He pili wehena ‘ole *
(A relationship that cannot be undone)

Kūpa‘a au i ko‘u wahi no ka pono o ka 
‘ohana, ke kaiaulu, ka ‘āina a me ka 

honua nei.
Strengthened Sense of 

Responsibility
Ma ka hana ka ‘ike, ma ka ‘imi 

ka loa‘a * 
(In working one learns, through 

initiative one acquires) 

‘Auamo au i ko‘u kuleana no ka 
ho‘okō pono ‘ana i ia kuleana 

mai  ka mua a ka hope.

Strengthened Sense of 
Excellence

‘A‘ohe ‘ulu e loa‘a i ka pōkole o ka lou *
(There is no success without preparation)

 Noke au ma ke ala kūpono 
e hiki aku ai au i ko‘u kūlana 

po‘okela iho nō.Strengthened Sense of 
Aloha

E ‘ōpū ali‘i *
(Have the heart of a chief)

Me ke aloha au e hana ai i ‘ili nā hopena 
maika‘i ma luna o‘u, o ka ‘ohana, ke 

kaiāulu, ko‘u ‘āina a me ka honua nei.

Strengthened Sense of  
Total Well-being

Ua ola loko i ke aloha *
(Love is imperative to one’s mental and 

physical welfare)

Me ke aloha au e mālama ai i ka 
no‘ono‘o, ka na‘au, ke kino a me ka 

pilina ‘uhane i pono ko‘u ola.

Strengthened Sense of 
Hawai‘i

‘O Hawai‘i ku‘u ‘āina kilohana *
(Hawai‘i is my prized place)

Hō‘ike au i ke aloha a me ka mahalo 
no ko‘u ‘āina kilohana ‘o Hawai‘i nei.
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POLICY E-3 

NĀ HOPENA A‘O (HĀ) 

Nā Hopena A‘o (“HĀ”) is a framework of outcomes that reflects the Department of 
Education’s core values and beliefs in action throughout the public educational 
system of Hawaii. The Department of Education works together as a system that 
includes everyone in the broader community to develop the competencies that 
strengthen a sense of belonging, responsibility, excellence, aloha, total-well-
being and Hawaii (“BREATH”) in ourselves, students and others.  

With a foundation in Hawaiian values, language, culture and history, HĀ reflects 
the uniqueness of Hawaii and is meaningful in all places of learning. HĀ supports 
a holistic learning process with universal appeal and application to guide learners 
and leaders in the entire school community.  

The following guiding principles should lead all efforts to use HĀ as a 
comprehensive outcomes framework:  

• All six outcomes are interdependent and should not be used separately
• Support systems and appropriate resources should be in place for

successful and thoughtful implementation
• Planning and preparation should be inclusive, collective and in a

timeframe that is sensitive to the needs of schools and their communities
• Current examples of HĀ in practice can be drawn on as sources for

expertise
• All members of the school community share in the leadership of HĀ

Rationale:  
The purpose of this policy is to provide a comprehensive outcomes framework to 
be used by those who are developing the academic achievement, character, 
physical and social emotional well-being of all our students to the fullest potential. 

[Approved: 06/16/15] 
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DAVID Y. IGE DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PU’UHALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
345 PU’UHALE ROAD
HONOLULU, HI 96819

Pu’uhale is where we dream of a bright future, believe in ourselves and in each other, and achieve our highest goals.

January 4, 2022

To Whom It May Concern,

We are writing on behalf of Pu’uhale Elementary School to express our strong support for Kōkua
Kalihi Valley (KKV) and the Ho'oulu 'Aina Nature Preserve (HANP).  Our school is located in Kalihi in the
busy urban and business district along Nimitz Highway near Sand Island Access Road.  Our students
face substantial language, cultural and economic barriers to navigate life here in the United States, with a
high number of students qualifying as eligible for free or reduced lunch and having limited English
proficiency. 

Our students greatly benefit from experiences we have had at HANP. In our many visitations to
HANP, the Puuhale Students learned to respect the cultural practices that helped in community building,
such as chanting the Oli Kahea to the kumu that graciously welcomed and hosted them as the kumu also
shared their oli to the students.  Other community building practices the students participated in were the
Aloha Circle at the start of class and the Mahalo Circle at the end, in which both circles established a safe
learning environment for everyone. The students have learned how to identify plants, grow produce from
their home countries (including taro, breadfruit, sweet potato, bananas, etc.), and care for the land with
aloha.  A couple of excellent experiences were harvesting olena and preparing the soil to plant koa tree
seedlings.  Students learned laulima and joined a community of learning as they harvested the crops of
previous students and planted seeds that will grow as produce for future students to harvest.   They have
also learned about how to utilize many plants medicinally and how to steward the land wisely, based on
traditional Hawaiian methods.   Beyond gaining knowledge, students learn to appreciate land, food and
culture to sustain healthy lives for themselves and their community.  Additionally, students have enjoyed
learning more about the Hawaiian culture through mele (songs) and traditional Hawaiian games like ulu
maika.

The students are always transported into a cultural past at HANP, away from the urban busy-ness
surrounding our school and into a wondrous place to honor the 'aina deep in beautiful Kalihi Valley.  For
most of the students, this is the first time they have ever experienced the rainforest environment and all of
the rich cultural experiences offered here.  They always leave amazed, refreshed and excited for their
next visit back.  The students also feel the true aloha from all of their HANP kumu who bring the land and
its voice alive to them. HANP is a lasting life-giving experience for the students and adults who set foot
here.

Ho'oulu 'Aina Nature Preserve is a true precious gem that needs to continue to impact lives and
preserve the culture, traditions and 'aina for the current and future generations.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Mary Jane Moore RTI Teacher

Mrs. Phyllis Sano Grade 3 Teacher

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER













 

 

January 21, 2022 
 
Re: Strong support for the lease extension to Kokua Kalihi Valley  
 
Aloha Board Members/Greetings: 
 
As the Chair for the Department of Native Hawaiian Health at the John. A Burns School of 
Medicine, I am providing you this letter to strongly support the extension of Kōkua Kalihi Valley’s 
lease to the 99-acres that make up Hoʻoulu ʻĀina (HĀ). Over the last 16 years, Kōkua Kalihi 
Valley (KKV) has taken a property that was largely a DLNR liability – full of trash, dilapidated 
buildings, and squatters – and created a world-class space for cultural education, environmental 
connection, and healing. Since the 1970s, the Kalihi community has been advocating for this 
property to be preserved and restored. Although the property has been managed by the City 
and County and then State DLNR since 1980, it was not until the support of KKV in 2005 that 
the community’s vision started to be realized. It truly is in everyone’s best interest to extend 
KKV’s lease to Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 
 
The work of KKV and HĀ is in line with our department’s mission to be a center of excellence in 
education, research, and quality healthcare practices committed to the optimal health and 
wellness of Kānaka ‘Ōiwi (Native Hawaiians), their families and communities while embracing 
traditional Hawaiian values and practices. For the past 16 years, we have been actively 
partnering with KKV and HĀ on various activities that meet our mission. We have partnered on 
several federally-funded research projects to address the health needs of their patients and the 
broader community they serve. Before COVID-19, we regularly took our medical students to HĀ 
as part of our cultural competency and community medicine programs.    
 
Thousands of students and volunteers have visited HĀ, turning their hands to the soil, and 
helping to grow food and restore the forest that benefits Kalihi, Hawaiʻi, and the whole world. It 
is a program that we can all be exceptionally proud of, and that represents Hawaiʻi in the most 
exceptional way.  
 
During the current epidemic, Hoʻoulu ʻĀina has stepped into a primary role as a site for Covid 
response. In 2021, HĀ has made over 2,600 deliveries of food and supplies to elderly and at-
risk Kalihi residents to reduce their exposure and transmission of the virus. In that same period, 
over 300 deliveries of food and necessities were made to families who had individuals test 
positive for the coronavirus. Almost all of these deliveries included fresh produce and medicinal 
plants grown at Hoʻoulu ʻĀina. 
 
In conclusion, I testify in full support of the acquisition of a lease extension for KKV from DLNR. 
Please contact me at 808-692-1047 or kaholoku@hawaii.edu for further comment. 
 
Me ke aloha ʻāina,  

Joseph Keaweʻaimoku Kaholokula, PhD  
Professor and Chair 
Department of Native Hawaiian Health 
John A. Burns School of Medicine 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
kaholoku@hawaii.edu; 808-692-1047 

mailto:kaholoku@hawaii.edu
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