
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
Waianae, Hawaii 96819 

October 28, 2022 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Waianae, Hawaii 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: Grant of a Non-Exclusive Term Easement to the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
National Weather Service for the Installation of an Automated 
Meteorological Observing Station at the Waianae Small Boat Harbor, 
Waianae-Kai, Waianae, Island of Oahu, Hawaii Tax Map Key: (1) 8-
5-002:044 (Portion)

And 

Declare Project Exempt from Requirements of Chapter 343, HRS 
and Title 11, Chapter 200.1, Hawaii Administrative Rules. 

APPLICANT: 

U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), National Weather Service Pacific Region (NWS). 

LEGAL REFERENCE: 

Sections 171-13, -55 and -95 Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended. 

LOCATION: 

Portion of Government lands situated at Waianae Small Boat Harbor, Waianae, Oahu, 
 as shown on the attached maps labeled 

Exhibits A-1 and A-2.  Said 
4385. 

Item J-3
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AREA: 
 
64 square feet, more or less. 
 
ZONING: 
 
State Land Use District: Urban 
County of Honolulu LUO: P-2 General Preservation 
 
TRUST LAND STATUS: 
 
Section 5(b) lands of the Hawaii Admission Act  
DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State Constitution:  YES _  NO X 
 
CURRENT USE STATUS: 
 
NOAA NWS weather station. 
 
CHARACTER OF USE: 
 
Install, operate and maintain an automated meteorological observing station. 
 
COMMENCEMENT DATE: 
 
December 4, 2010  
 
RENT: 
 
Gratis (Government Agency) 
 
TERM: 
 
20 Years, beginning December 4, 2010, through December 3, 2030 
 
CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 
 
In accordance with Section 11-200.1-15, Hawaii Administrative Rules and the 
Exemption List for the Department of Land and Natural Resources, reviewed and 
concurred by the Environmental Council on November 10, 2020, the subject request is 
exempt from the preparation of an Environmental Assessment pursuant to General
Exemption Type 1, Operations, repairs or maintenance of existing structures, facilities, 
equipment, or topographical features, involving minor expansion or minor change of use 
beyond that previously existing Item No. 44, which 
registrations, and rights-of-entry issued by the Department that are routine in nature, 
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APPLICANT REQUIREMENT: 
 
Applicant shall be required to: 
 
Provide, at its sole expense, a survey map with metes and bounds descriptions of the 
proposed easement area according to State Department of Accounting and General 
Services standards. 
 
REMARKS: 
 
At its meeting held on February 11, 2000, under agenda item J-1 (Exhibit C) the Board 
authorized the issuance of a ten (10) year non-exclusive easement to the NWS for the 
installation of a meteorological observing station on 20 square feet of land at the 
Waianae Boat Harbor Exhibits A-1 and A-2.  The 
existing station is shown in Exhibit B.  The non-exclusive easement was effective from 
December 4, 2000, through December 3, 2010 (Exhibit D).  The easement facility has 
been on state property without a disposition since December 4, 2010.  This is a 
housekeeping matter requesting authority to issue a new grant of non-exclusive 
easement to NOAA NWS from December 4, 2010, through December 3, 2030. 
 
The Premises consists of a 20-foot tower with sensors mounted near the top.  Power is 
provided by a solar panel and communications is by a telephone link.  The Board 
previously approved an area of 20 square feet.  The actual area constructed is within a 
6-foot high chain link fence measuring 8 feet by 8 feet for a total area of 64 square feet. 
Since December 3, 2010, there have been technical upgrades to the weather 
monitoring equipment.  However, no major changes have been made to the tower 
facility.   
 
The National Weather Service anticipates upgrading the facility within the next 8 years 
and will be requesting a new easement agreement once funding and a final design are 
approved.  At that time, the size of the tower and footprint are expected to increase.  A 
20-year term that expires on December 3, 2030, is adequate for their needs at this time. 
 
The existing meteorological station provides valuables information to the NWS for 
forecasting and warnings for the general public, boaters, fishermen and recreational 
users.   
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RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Board of Land and Natural Resources:

1. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed disposition as 
provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200.1, HAR, this project will 
probably have minimal or no significant effect on the environment and is 
therefore exempt from the preparation of an environmental assessment.

2. Authorize a Grant of a Non-Exclusive Easement to the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, National Weather Service covering the subject 
area under the terms and conditions cited above, which are by this reference 
incorporated herein and further subject to the following:

a. The standard terms and conditions of the most current grant of non-
exclusive easement form, as may be amended from time-to-time;

b. Review and approval by the Department of the Attorney General; and

c. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Chairperson 
to best serve the interests of the State.

Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________
EDWARD R. UNDERWOOD, Administrator
Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

____________________________
SUZANNE D. CASE, Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources

Attachments:
A-1 Waianae Small Boat Harbor Location on Oahu
A-2 Proposed Location in relation to Waianae Small Boat Harbor
B Photo of Facility
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C 2-11-00_J-2 Initial Grant of Non-Exclusive Easement 
D Grant of Non-Exclusive Easement December 4, 2000, thru December 3, 2010
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