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State of Hawaii 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Engineering Division 
 

January 27, 2023 
 

Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 

Delegation of Authority to the Chairperson to Enter into  Memorandum of 
Agreements with the State of Hawaii Department of Defense Hawaii Emergency 

Management Agency for the FEMA Public Assistance Grant Program, Statewide 
 
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) desires to enter into Memorandum of 
Agreements (MOA) with the State of Hawaii Department of Defense (HI-DOD) Hawaii 
Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) to formalize that HI-EMA is the Recipient and 
Pass-through Entity for Presidential Disaster Declarations and DLNR is the SUBRECIPIENT 
pursuant to this Agreement for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public 
Assistance Grant Program (PA Grants). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
HI-DOD through HI-EMA is the Recipient and Pass-through Entity for Presidential Disaster 
Declarations and FEMA PA Grants to the State of Hawaii. 
 
Public Assistance (PA) is FEMA's largest grant program providing funds to assist communities 
responding to and recovering from major disasters or emergencies declared by the President. 
 
DLNR, headed by an executive Board of Land and Natural Resources (Board), is responsible for 
managing, administering, and exercising control over public lands, water resources, ocean 
waters, navigable streams, coastal areas (except commercial harbors), minerals, and all interests 
therein.  jurisdiction encompasses nearly 1.3 million acres of State lands, beaches, and 
coastal waters as well as 750 miles of coastline.  It includes state parks; historical sites; forests 
and forest reserves; aquatic life and its sanctuaries; public fishing areas; boating, ocean 
recreation, and coastal programs; wildlife and its sanctuaries; game management areas; public 
hunting areas; and natural area reserves. 
 
When disasters and emergencies arise and affect DLNR properties and facilities, various DLNR 
divisions are responsible to assess damages and provide necessary emergency response and 
mitigation. 
 
PROPOSED AGREEMENT: 
 
DLNR  expenses related to emergency response and mitigation may be eligible for 
reimbursement through PA Grants.  If expenses are deemed eligible for PA Grants, the MOA 
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will identify the terms and conditions of the grant, the subrecipient award amount and other 
pertinent information.  MOA will be developed by disaster and by project   A sample copy of a 
MOA, which is subject to change per disaster and project, is attached as EXHIBIT A.

All procurements will be made in accordance with the State Procurement Code, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes (HRS) Chapter 103D and the Project will comply with applicable provisions of HRS 
Chapter 343, and Title 11, Chapter 200.1 Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR), as applicable.  

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board delegate authority to the Chairperson to enter into  Memorandum of Agreements 
with the State of Hawaii Department of Defense Hawaii Emergency Management Agency and 
authorize the Chairperson to delegate authority to a designee to sign necessary documents 
pertaining to FEMA Public Assistance Grants subject to available funding, and review and 
approval as to form by the Department of the Attorney General.

Respectfully submitted,

CARTY S. CHANG
Chief Engineer

Approved for Submittal:

Dawn N. S. Chang, Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources

Attachment:
Exhibit A Sample MOA-HIEMA-DLNR
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