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Ke au hou:
A New Era

2022 Highlights
v Governance
v Planning and 

Permitting
v Resource 

Management
v Education and 

Outreach
v Adaptive 

Management



Table 1:
Summary of 
Management 
Action Highlights



Governance

History of Astronomy 
on Maunakea

Alternative Models 
and UH Restructuring 
2020

Act 255 Maunakea 
Stewardship 
Oversight Authority



Planning and 
Permitting

E Ō Nā Leo:
Master Plan for 
the University of 
Hawaiʻi 
Maunakea Lands

v BOR approved January 
2022

v Proposed land uses
v Make better/smarter use 

of what we have.

v Commits to no more than 
9 astronomy facilities at 
the summit post 2033.

v Adapts to the uncertainty 
around TMT and 
governance

v Repurpose HP to support 
UH’s broader 
educational/research 
mission



Planning and 
Permitting

CMP 2022 
Supplement

vBLNR approved 
July 2022

vUpdates the 
2009 CMP

vReflects 
application of 
adaptive 
management

vContested case 
request pending



Planning and 
Permitting

Decommissioning

Hōkū Kea

v CDUA review in 
process

v CDUP approval 
target May 2023

v Facility 
deconstruction 
Jan 2023

Caltech Submillimeter 
Observatory (CSO)

v CDUP HA-3880 
approved Jan 2022

v Interior equipment and 
furnishings removed

v Initial lead/asbestos 
abatement completed

v Transportation permits 
in process

v Telescope removal Apr-
May 2023

v Facility deconstruction 
Dec 2023



Resource 
Management
v 260 historic sites 

identified; 90 sites 
monitored

v 111 arthropod survey 
sites

v No unnatural 
changes or 
infestations noted



Resource 
Management

v Native plant restoration 
plan

v Silversword propagation 
in partnership with 
DOFAW

v 134 large vehicle 
inspections

v 9470 lbs of invasives 
plants removed



Resource 
Management: 
Research and 
Monitoring
v ʻUaʻu (Pterodroma 

sandwichensis) nesting 
sites discovered on 
Maunakea

v UH sponsored research 
in collaboration with 
DHHL and DLNR

v First sighting in over 60 
years on Maunakea 
(DHHL lands)



Education and 
Outreach
v Updated 

interpretive and 
safety  signage

v Remodeled VIS  
interpretive 
space 

v Restart post-
COVID outreach 
activities



Adaptive 
Management

v Brake 
Inspections

v Early Morning 
Road and Safety 
Checks



Additional Updates
Transition Priorities
UH88 Spill



UH Transition 
Priorities

MKSOA Start-up: 
Education + Admin 
Support

Clarifying Roles and 
Responsibilities: 
MKSOA, DLNR, CMS

Lease and Permit 
Assignments

MKSOA

Legislature

B/DLNR

UH/CMS



v Legislative Intent
v What Act 255 says and doesn’t say

ü CLEAR - Chapters 171 and 205 (Concerning permits, 
dispositions, land use approvals, and any other approvals 
pertaining to the Mauna Kea lands)

ü UNCLEAR - Chapter 183C (Concerning Conservation 
District jurisdiction)

ü CATCH ALL language

v SILENT - Form of land “title”
v REQUIRES development of a management plan, 

leasing procedures, and administrative rules
v Practical implications of these for implementation 

and transition
v All are highly interdependent and foundational to 

clarifying roles, responsibilities, authorities, and 
ultimately the transfer/issuance/oversight of 
leases, permits, land uses, and public access.



UH 88 Spill
v December 2022 chiller system turned off 

pre-storm
v Jan 10 leak discovered upon restart of the 

system; system turned off and has 
remained off

v Two leaks discovered; immediate areas 
cleaned up and leaks repaired

v One leak discharged into a drain pipe 
exiting the facility; drain has been scoped 
and it appears to dead-end underground 
outside the building approx. 85’ from the 
drain openning

v Residual fluid sampled from the drain along with two other 
samples from the system sent to EPA certified lab in CA

v System samples confirm ethylene glycol in approx. 37-39% 
concentration; no discernible levels found in drain pipe 
sample 

v Verbal notifications to DOH and County made and 30 day 
written follow-up filed

v Amount of discharge TBD via a plan to refill and restart the 
system which is being developed in consultation with DOH



Pau
Questions


