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Testimony of Representative Mark Nakashima 
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Mark M. Nakashima

Dear Members of Board of Land and Natural Resources:

1 am State Representative Mark Nakashima. While my district does not include Banyan Drive, 1 have had 
a keen interest in the improvement and revitalization of Banyan Drive since my election in 2008. I am 
disheartened by the fact that the legislature has been unabl ; to agree on a plan for the redevelopment and 
revitalization of the Banyan Drive Peninsula and trust that working together with the County, we will be 
able to redevelop this important area and once again return it to a vibrant hub of commerce and tourism 
that it once was.

The deterioration of the fornier Uncle Billy's Hilo Bay Hole! is symbolic of the declining appeal of this 
once popular destination for both visitors and kama'aina alike. It is also the reason that NOW is the time 
for the state landlord to revitalize the economic potential of this once thriving economic hub not only to 
improve the economy of the East Side of Hawaii Island but also increase the lease income to the State of 
Hawaii by returning this area to a thriving economic center. The vision of a county working group that 
had studied this area and received public input envisioned a plan that allowed for the repurposing ot the 
Banyan Drive Golf Course into a more beneficial and productive purpose. 1 have been working with the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources and Hawaii Community development Authority to put 
forward a redevelopment plan for the Bayan Drive Peninsula which considers much ot the groundwork 
that has already been invested into the plans for the revitalization of the Banyan Drive area.

I urge the members of the Board to lead the way toward this effort by supporting Agenda Item D2 
Allowing the Chairperson to Execute a Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources and the Hawaii Community Developme nt Authority Regarding the Funding of a 
Strategic Assessment for the Banyan Drive on the Island of Hawaii..

. Aloha and Mahalo!
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July 13, 2023

Ms. Dawn Chang, Chairperson
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Board of Land and Natural Resources
1151 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, HI  96813

Subject: Support for MOA between DLNR & HCDA for the Strategic Assessment of
Banyan Drive

Dear Chairperson Chang and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in SUPPORT of the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) between the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and the 
Hawai’i Community Development Authority (HCDA) regarding the funding of a Strategic 
Assessment for Banyan Drive on the Island of Hawai’i.

Banyan Drive, once a vibrant economic and tourism hub of Hilo, has unfortunately fallen into 
disrepair over the years. The presence of dilapidated buildings, a rising homeless population, and 
an increase in drug and other criminal activities have marred the area's potential for growth and 
development. I believe that the Strategic Assessment proposed in the MOA is a crucial step 
towards revitalizing Banyan Drive.

By undertaking a Strategic Assessment, DLNR demonstrates their commitment to addressing the 
challenges faced by Banyan Drive. This assessment will provide valuable insights into the best 
course of action for revitalization. I encourage the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR)
to recommend approval of the authorization of the Chairperson to negotiate, approve and execute
the MOA.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Your dedication to the well-being and development 
of our beloved island is deeply appreciated. Together, we can make a lasting and positive impact 
on Banyan Drive, reestablishing it as a vibrant symbol of the beauty and potential of Hilo.

Sincerely,

ZENDO KERN
Planning Director
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