
STATE OF HAWAl'I 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Honolulu, HI, 96813 

September 22, 2023 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawai'i 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO APPROVE LOCATION AND COURSE OF THE PUBLIC 
TRAIL TO HO'OLAWA LANDING, MAUI, IDENTIFIED ON REGISTERED 
MAP 862, HAMAKUALOA DISTRICT, MAUI, TO ENSURE CONTINUED 
PUBLIC ACCESS 

SUMMARY: 

AND 

REQUEST APPROVAL OF DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION FROM 
CHAPTER 343, HRS ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECT 

There is a public trail that leads from Ho'olawa Road to Ho'olawa Landing, which is at the 
shoreline of Ho'olawa Bay, in Hamakualoa, Maui. The State owns the public trail to 
Ho'olawa Landing. The public trail to Ho'olawa Landing crosses through one or more 
privately-owned properties. At least one of the current owners of the privately-owned 
properties has rejected the State's ownership of the public trail and has reportedly taken 
actions to prevent public usage of the trail. Constituent concerns about access to 
Ho'olawa Landing date back to at least 1993, and over the past several years, the Division 
of Forestry and Wildlife's (Division) Maui Branch has been contacted by numerous 
constituents regarding issues accessing and locating the public trail to Ho'olawa Landing. 

The department, through the Division of Forestry and Wildlife, is responsible for ensuring 
public access to state trails 1• Division staff site visits to the trail to Ho'olawa Landing 
revealed an obvious trail, which coincides closely, but not exactly, with historic maps. 
However, staff were not able to locate a metes and bounds description of the trail in its 
search of records. Through site visits, extensive research of historical maps, and 
comparisons to modern-day maps and imagery, staff are reasonably certain as to the 
location of the trail to Ho'olawa Landing. As the trail to Ho'olawa Landing crosses through 

1 https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrenWol03 Ch0121-0200D/HRS0198D/HRS 0198D-.htm 

ITEM C-1




















































