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S
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

October 27, 2023 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 

Board Members: 

SUBJECT: 

REQUEST DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO THE 
CHAIRPERSON TO ACCEPT TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATURAL RESOURCE 
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND RESTORATION FUND TO THE 
DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE, FOR THE POUHALA 
MARSH RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT PROJECT, 
WAIPAHU, OAHU, TAX MAP KEYS:  
(1) 9-3-001:002, (1) 9-3-001:004, (1) 9-3-001:006, (1) 9-3-001:012
(portions)

AND 

REQUEST DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO THE 
CHAIRPERSON TO PROCURE, AWARD, AND ENTER INTO 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONSULTANT AND 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE POUHALA MARSH RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
PROJECT, PHASE I AND II.  

BACKGROUND 

The Pouhala Marsh Wetland Restoration and Enhancement Project was developed to 
restore natural resources and ecosystem services injured by the May 14, 1996, 
Chevron Pipeline oil spill into Waiau Stream and Pearl Harbor in Oahu, Hawaii. 

The natural resource trustees (Trustees) for the Chevron Pipeline Oil Spill are the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (DOI), represented by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS); the U.S. Department of Commerce, represented by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); and the State of Hawaii, represented by the 
Department of Health (DOH) and the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
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(DLNR).  A balance exists in the fund established to mitigate for the spill. The Trustees 
have the authority to distribute the funds and have unanimously agreed to transfer the 
remaining funds to the DLNR for this project.  

The primary goal of the Pouhala Marsh Wetland Restoration and Enhancement Project 
is to provide habitat for native waterbird nesting, foraging, and loafing, while restoring 
wetland habitat, watershed function and native plant communities. A secondary goal is 
to continue to foster community involvement in stewardship of the area, and to provide 
educational opportunities to community groups, schools, and the public.  

The Pouhala Marsh Wetland Restoration and Enhancement Project will be 
accomplished in two phases over five years. Phase I will be the construction of an eight-
acre wetland restoration pond. Phase II will be the expansion of available waterbird 
habitat and wetland ecosystems through standard operations and maintenance 
activities. Phases I and II will complement the work being done within current habitat 
areas - expansion, restoration, enhancement, and creation of wetland habitats and 
ecosystems.  

The project provides major benefits to the endangered waterbird species in the Pearl 
Harbor basin.  Restoration and enhancement of wetland habitat in a manner that 
promotes nesting and rearing activities is a key initiative in species recovery.  The 
project will also benefit local area students, community stewards and the public  
recovery actions focused on species protection allows for higher levels of access to 
sites.  An Environmental Assessment for the project was completed and accepted by 
the BLNR in 2018 (Exhibit A).   

DISCUSSION: 

To complete the planning, design, and construction of the Project, the Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife is seeking approval to accept the mitigation funds, held in the 
DOI
have agreed that the Pouhala Marsh Project will satisfy the intent of the fund.  Upon 
receipt of funds, the Division of Forestry and Wildlife, will complete all the necessary 
State and County compliance and permitting requirement for the project, which will 
require professional planning and design services that Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
would procure via contract.  

All procurement actions will be made in accordance with the State Procurement Code, 
Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter 103D. 

We request that the Board delegate authority to the Chairperson to negotiate, approve, 
and enter contracts for professional planning, design, and construction services. We 
also request the Board to authorize the Chairperson to sign supplemental agreements 
for professional services and construction and to enter and execute any other 
documents or agreements, including but not limited to permit applications, related to the 
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implementation of the project, if necessary and appropriate.

CHAPTER 343 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed by the Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife for the project in 2018.  Pursuant to the State of Hawaii Board of Land and 
Natural Resources approval for the delegation of authority to the Chairperson dated July 
13, 20181 (Item C-1), approval of the Final Environmental Assessment and Issuance of 
a Finding of No Significant impact, was approved by the Chairperson and submitted to 
the Office of Environmental Quality Control on December 21, 20182.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Board:

1) Delegate the Chairperson authority to accept transfer of funds from DOI-NRDA to
DLNR to implement the Pouhala Marsh Restoration and Enhancement Project,
including negotiating and signing an agreement for the funding; and

2) Delegate the Chairperson authority to procure, award, and enter contracts for the
planning, design, and construction of the Project, and to negotiate and sign any
supplemental contracts or other agreements necessary for the Project.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________________
DAVID G. SMITH, Administrator
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

_________________________________
DAWN N. S. CHANG, Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources

Attachments:
Exhibit A, 2018 Pouhala Marsh Restoration FEA and FONSI Transmittal Page

1 https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/meetings/blnr-meetings-2018/land-board-submittals-071318/
2 https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/EA_EIS_Library/2019-01-23-OA-FEA-Pouhala-Marsh-Restoration-Phase-1.pdf








