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Huliauapa‘a Transforming Cultural Resource Management in Hawai‘i

➢ Non-profit organization founded in 2012

○ Mission: Growing Hawaiʻi’s communities through culturally based forms of innovative learning, 
leadership development, and collaborative networking in wahi kupuna stewardship

○ Vision: Wahi kupuna thriving through Hawaiian self-determination  

➢ Researched and completed nomination on behalf of KAHEA and Mauna Kea Anaina Hou (officially 
listed nominators)



➢ The Hawai'i Register of Historic Places is “an 
official list of properties that have been 
recognized for their significance to the history, 
architecture, archaeology, or culture of Hawai'i 
communities” (SHPD 2022)

➢ The National Register of Historic Places is “the 
official list of the Nation’s historic places worthy 
of preservation” (NPS 2022). The purpose of the 
NRHP is to recognize, not necessarily protect, 
historic properties

➢ HPRB reviews nominations for the Hawaii 
Register of Historic Places
○ Once the nomination is listed on the HRHP, it 

can be resubmitted for HPRB consideration and 
SHPO nomination to the NRHP

Recognizing Historic Properties

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/home/state-register/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm


Determining Eligibility for 
HRHP and NRHP Listing

1. Ensure that the entity is a “property” 
a. District, site, building, structure, object

2. Consider the property’s integrity (of 
condition and relationship)
a. Integrity of the relationship between a 

property and the beliefs or practices that may 
give it significance

b. Integrity of condition of the property 

3. Evaluate the property with reference to 
the National Register criteria for 
significance 



NRHP Criteria of 
Significance



NRHP Criteria of 
Significance

Modified for TCP 
Guidance

(National Register Bulletin 38: Guidelines for Evaluating and 
Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties 1998)



Criteria for 
Significance 

(Hawaiʻi)



Types of 
Historic Properties

and/or TCPs



Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) 

Traditional cultural properties (TCPs) are defined by 
the National Park Service (NPS) as places associated 
with the cultural practices or beliefs of a living 
community that are both rooted in a community’s 
history and important in maintaining its continued 
cultural identity (Parker and King 1998:1)

Photos:
Tecate Peak https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=16804 
San Francisco Peak
 https://azgs.arizona.edu/photo/san-francisco-peaks-inner-basin
Spirit Mountain TCP
https://www.unlv.edu/news/article/my-nevada-5-dramatic-events-shaped-our-land 

https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=16804
https://azgs.arizona.edu/photo/san-francisco-peaks-inner-basin
https://www.unlv.edu/news/article/my-nevada-5-dramatic-events-shaped-our-land


Precedence for Sacred Mountains as NRHP-listed Historic Properties and Traditional 
Cultural Properties (TCPs) 



Mauna Kea as a TCP



Mauna Kea as a District
The National Park Service defines a 
“district” as something that “possesses 
a significant concentration, linkage, or 
continuity of sites, buildings, 
structures, or objects united 
historically or aesthetically by plan or 
physical development” (NPS 1995).



Mauna Kea HRHP and NRHP Nomination Boundary Justification

“In defining boundaries, the traditional uses to 
which the property is put must be carefully 
considered” (Parker and King 1998:18,19)

For the purposes of the nomination, the 
boundary is public lands within roughly 6,500 
amsl. 

➢  Makes cultural sense because it 
encompasses the wao akua and a large 
portion of the ʻāina mauna – both spaces 
where traditional cultural practices 
occur, and important cultural resources 
are found that make Mauna Kea 
significant to Kānaka ʻŌiwi

➢ Does not diminish the integrity of the 
relationship between Kānaka ʻŌiwi and 
the contiguous landscape of Mauna Kea, 
nor is the integrity of condition of Mauna 
Kea in its entirety diminished



Previous Official State 
of Hawaiʻi 
Recognitions of Mauna 
Kea and components 
of Mauna Kea as a TCP 



Effects of Listing for State & County Agencies
Under State & Federal Law



Benefits of Listing Under 
State & Federal Law

➢ Previously established knowledge

➢ Planning and Management

➢ Cultural Impact Assessments (CIAs)



Additional Resources

➢ Legislation 
● Hawaiʻi Revised Statues (HRS) Chapter 6E 

● Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules (HAR) §13-198 - The Hawaii and 
National Registers of Historic Places Programs

● Federal Code of Regulations Regarding the National Register

➢ Resources
● Historic Hawai’i Foundation’s “Facts and Myths About Historic 

Designation”

● The NPS’ FAQs re: NRHP listing

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/files/2015/06/HRS-6E.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/198.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/198.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2012-title36-vol1/CFR-2012-title36-vol1-part60
https://historichawaii.org/resource-center-2/facts/
https://historichawaii.org/resource-center-2/facts/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/faqs.htm
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He mau nīnau?


