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TESTIMONY FOR THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES ON 

JANUARY 26, 2024 
AGENDA ITEM NO. D1 - CANCELLATION OF GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 1293 TO 

STATE OF HAWAII, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, HAWAII NATIONAL GUARD FOR NORTH 
KOHALA ARMORY SITE 

 
BY  

 
 MAJOR GENERAL KENNETH S. HARA  

ADJUTANT GENERAL 
  

JANUARY 25, 2023 
  
Aloha Chairperson Dawn N. S. Chang and fellow board members:   
  
I am Major General Kenneth Hara, Adjutant General, State of Hawai’i, Department of Defense.   
  
The Department of Defense (DEF) provides written testimony in SUPPORT of the cancellation of 
Governor’s Executive Order (EO) No. 1293 with comments. 
 
In 1996, DEF submitted a request to the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) for the 
cancellation of EO No. 1293. It is DEF’s understanding that all necessary requirements to cancel EO 
No. 1293 were completed including turning over the keys to personnel from the Hawaii District Land 
Office. A copy of the letter is attached (Exhibit A). A Final Closure Report was submitted to DLNR 
indicating no evidence of significant environmental hazards or contamination at the site requiring 
further action. A copy of the report can be provided upon request.  
 
Unfortunately, the cancellation of EO No. 1293 was never processed completely and DEF was not 
aware that the property was still set aside to the department until receiving a public request to use 
the property in January 2022. Subsequently, DEF visited the site on April 14, 2022, and it is evident 
that the site was secured and occupied since several vehicles were parked on site (see photos 
attached in Exhibit B).  DEF has vacated the property since 1996 and the subject property has been 
removed from both our State and Federal inventories.    
 
DEF requests the cancellation of EO No. 1293 with no further involvement from our department. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in SUPPORT of this EO cancellation request.  
 
MG Kenneth S. Hara, Adjutant General: kenneth.s.hara@hawaii.gov; 808-672-1001 
MAJ Shao Yu Lee, Chief Engineering Officer: shaoyu.l.lee@hawaii.gov; 808-369-3488 
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