
Dear Members of the Board,

I’m Micah Bukoski, born and raised Kaua’i resident and sitting board member of I Ola Wailuanui.
This letter serves as my formal testimony opposing the proposed granting of the Coco Palms
parcels (TMK (4) 4-1-003:044, (4) 4-1-005:por. 017, and (4) 4-1-003:017) to RP21. My concerns
encompass the broader implications for sustainable employment, the exacerbation of the
housing crisis, and the cumulative impact of current development trends on Kaua'i's community.

The proposed development by RP21, while initially appearing as a boon in terms of job creation,
requires deeper scrutiny. Kaua'i continues to face a significant staffing shortage, particularly in
sectors such as hospitality and construction. This issue goes hand in hand with our housing
crisis, which development of this area and the inevitable import of labor would further
exasperate. As showcased through other large developments on Kaua’i, these jobs are typically
contracted off island due to local labor shortages. This reality undermines the sales pitch that
the proposed development will pose as a benefit for local communities as contributes little to the
employment challenges on the island and statistically harm the long-term economic stability of
our residents.

As we know, Kaua'i is experiencing an acute housing crisis, with a significant shortage of
affordable homes for its residents. The introduction of external labor forces for staffing the
proposed resort will place additional pressure on our already limited housing resources. It is
crucial for any development plan in this area to consider its impact on the local housing market.
This consideration includes ensuring that the development does not contribute to escalating
housing prices or exacerbate the current unavailability of affordable housing options for local
families.

The southern part of Kaua'i is currently witnessing a surge in development projects. While these
projects contribute to the economic activity on the island, they have created an imbalance in
resource allocation. Many local residents are facing difficulties in securing workers for personal,
smaller-scale residential projects as the construction workforce is increasingly absorbed by
these larger developments. This situation highlights a broader issue of development priorities,
where large-scale commercial projects overshadow the needs and priorities of the local
community.

In the conversation around what is "pono" (right or balanced), it's vital to consider that the hotel
has repeatedly stated that the use of these state parcels does not impact the development of
their hotel. Therefore, the contractors and the jobs mentioned in this context should not be a
primary consideration in determining who should have kuleana (responsibility) for the adjacent
state parcels. Our focus must instead shift to determining the best use of these public lands for
the public good. This perspective steers us away from narrowly focusing on short-term
employment gains and directs our attention to the long-term benefits and impacts on our
community.



In light of the aforementioned issues, it is imperative that the Board considers a more balanced
and community-centric approach to development in the Coco Palms area. This approach should
prioritize the creation of sustainable, well-paying jobs that offer career advancement
opportunities and are accessible to the local population. Additionally, any development should
include comprehensive plans to address the housing needs of the community, ensuring that the
projects contribute positively to resolving the housing crisis rather than exacerbating it.

I propose that the Board explore alternative development strategies that align with the long-term
economic, social, and environmental health of Kaua'i and Hawai’i. These strategies could
include development projects that focus on sustainable tourism, cultural preservation,
environmental stewardship, and education. Such projects can create diverse employment
opportunities, contribute to the local economy, and enhance the cultural and natural heritage of
our island.

In conclusion, while the prospect of new development and job creation is often viewed positively,
it is essential to evaluate these prospects within the broader context of their long-term impact on
the community. The decisions made here will shape the future of Kaua'i for generations to
come. I strongly urge the Board to reconsider the proposal from RP21 and to evaluate
alternative development models that prioritize the needs, well-being, and prosperity of Kaua'i
and its residents.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these critical issues.

Sincerely,
Micah Bukoski





























































January 10, 2024


Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources

1151 Punchbowl Street, Room 220

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814


RE: Land Division Agenda Item D-1 - BLNR Meeting 1.12.2024


Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,


Washington County Utah has recently ranked as the fastest growing metro area in the U.S. 
Concurrently the county may run out of water. Local sources are tapped out and a 1200 year 
old mega draught continues over the Colorado River watershed. The County Water Manager 
says shortages may occur in as little as 8 years.


It’s where land developer Reef Capital Partners (RCP) is underway with development of Black 
Desert Resort, with golf courses, up to 7000 rooms, 20 restaurants and convention center.


At a meeting last October 16 in the Wailua Houselots pavilion, RCP Partner John Day said, by 
way of promoting their proposed Coco Palms Resort development, that RCP specializes in 
projects “in environmentally sensitive areas.”


What Mr Day means by that, and RCP’s intentions when the environment is fragile, should be a 
concern of the Land Board when deliberating future control and use of State lands in 
Wailuanui. What if “environmental sensitivity” means vulnerable to exploitation? In Washington 
County, drilling deep wells (already proposed) could keep the golf course green but dry up local 
residents’ shallower wells. As is universally the case. RCP has the resources to drill the wells, 
local residents lack the organization and resources to fight it.


We believe that RCP profit seeking in Washington County in a time of crisis, taken with its 
vandalizing the Wailuanui Coconut Grove, establishes RCP’s modus operendi that is 
antithetical to the Land Board’s mission to protect and conserve natural and cultural resources. 
Please act to discourage this environmental and cultural treasure, Wailuanuiaho`ano, from 
becoming an investment commodity for foreign profit.


Thank you,

Kip Goodwin

Wailua Homesteads, Kaua`i
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RE: Land Division Agenda Item D.1 - January 12th 2024 Hearing Testimony 
 
Aloha Honorable Board of Land and Natural Resources Chair and Board, 
 
Overall, we support the amendment to allow the Land Division additional time to revise the 
recommendation for the disposition of these important parcels. We hope that this additional 
time allows for our plans and vision to be shared with the staff and Board and we can also be 
considered for these RPs and for the responsibility of being the future stewards of these 
parcels. 
 
It's been apparent in previous hearings that there is a lack of clarity about the details of each of 
these parcels, how they are accessed and what is and isn’t present and significant on each of 
these parcels. We would like to take this opportunity to share with the Board some more 
information about the parcels under consideration while we continue to humbly ask you to 
consider us for the responsibility and care taking of these significant parcels and their future.  
  
Small Remaining Highway Fronting Parcel Near Haleʻīlio Rd TMK (4) 4-1-003:044 
 
The parcel is approximately 460 sq ft and accessible from the adjacent public road reserve. It is 
accessible via Haleʻīlio Road and the Kuhio Highway. From what we can tell, without clear 
delineation of the parcel boundaries, the area is split between recently planted grass, invasive 
species and potentially a handful of old coconut trees. It is difficult to determine the bounds of 
the parcel currently. Spray paint and scattered stakes attempt to mark boundaries but are not 
clear and don't make sense about how much of the parcel is covered in grass compared to 
invasives. This parcel borders the construction fencing of the adjacent parcel. It may include 
significant coconut trees. 

We are organizing an extensive community planning process that will detail a master plan for 
Wailua’s future that best suits the community’s interests and this parcel is part of that larger 
vision.  

This parcel is in very close proximity to previous disturbed iwi and has a high likelihood of also 
having burials present, or partially present on it. The property has the potential to serve as a place 
for public access and education about the significance of this area and what remains. We will be 
working with Kamehameha Schools, Kanaeokana, the County of Kaua’i and others to provide a 
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cultural and historical reference to this area's significance on this parcel, not as a driveway or 
access for hotel but for education and connection to the larger significance of Wailuanuiahoʻāno.  
In particular, the mysteries of our iwi kūpuna in this area is an important story to be told.  We 
would like to utilize this property as a means to expand the protection of past reinterred iwi in this 
area, education about the previous disturbances that happened historically, as well as the many 
unearthed iwi yet to be discovered.  

Improvements that we have planned are limited to weeding out invasive species, planting of native 
species and using the site for education and connection to the area, culture and history of Wailua. 
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Images: Pictures show rough location of small parcel near Haleʻīlio Rd and vegetation present. 

 
Kuamoʻo & Kuhio Highway Corner Parcel (0.85 acres) TMK (4) 4-1-003:017 

The Kuamoʻo Road corner parcel is close to an acre in size and is very significant. The parcel 
includes an area that encompasses the described Mahunapuʻuone Cemetery. This parcel includes 
both paved surfaces and unpaved surfaces (closer to the ʻauwai) and old coconut trees.  

There is a high likelihood that this parcel has iwi kūpuna burials present and was clearly a part of 
the Mahunapuʻuone Cemetery boundaries which was described as extending from south of 
Kuamoʻo Road to the current day location of the hotel lobby (Flores, 2000).  

This is a very important parcel providing space for the public to access significant surrounding 
features, including the former cemetery grounds and the adjacent coastal and river resources. Due 
to the retreating coastline this property's importance is exacerbated relating specifically to public 
beach access.  

This parcel also plays an important role in accessing the abutting ʻauwai system (connected to the 
ancient fishponds, Weuweu and Kawaiiki). This parcel is critical for restoration and maintenance of 
the ʻauwai in the future. In addition to access, we intend to provide public cultural and historical 
education of Wailua and the history of this parcel and surrounding area. 

 It is important to note that the Kuamoʻo Rd parcel is completely fenced off and inaccessible. We 
are prevented from accessing this parcel as it is entirely fenced and locked by the adjacent hotel 
developers and has been illegally used for years to benefit their agenda rather than the community 
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needs. In order to properly report back to the board and thoroughly and accurately describe our 
intentions on this parcel we would ask the board to consider granting us access as soon as feasible, 
and prior to the next BLNR meeting. 

 

Images: View looking at one of the developer’s entry points (second more mauka gate) to the Kuamoʻo Rd 
Parcel from the southern side of Kuamoʻo Rd (left) and peeking through the gate and looking mauka 

toward the unpaved section of this parcel with historic coconut trees (right). 

 

Images: View peeking through second gated entry point developers have been utilizing (makai gate closer 
to Kuhio Highway) showing trailers and encroachments on the farthest makai section of this parcel. 



 

5 

 

Images: View looking up Kuamoʻo Rd from the corner (left) & View looking North along Kuhio Hwy 
 
 
Seashell Restaurant Small Coastal Plateau Parcel TMK (4) 4- 1-005 

This parcel is hugely significant, both for the general public and for our restoration initiatives. The 
vantage viewpoint this parcel provides was historically a koʻa and place to check fishing and ocean 
conditions, a place that overlooks all of Wailua Bay. Four Heiau are visible from this location and 
would have been important for observation of the stars, navigation as well as the coastal 
resources. This plateau is an important part of coastal management and restoration of the Wailua 
corridor. 

The vicinity of this property in relation to the historic ala loa, ala Kukui trail and Kukui Heiau make 
it a prime location for access to these areas and offers the opportunity to tell the significance of its 
history. This parcel will be utilized for these historical purposes and for public access overlooking 
Wailua Beach for fisherman and beachgoers. 

There is the potential to uncover additional interment sites for iwi kūpuna on this parcel and the 
protection and honoring of these sites remains part of our intention with protecting and caring for 
these important public lands.  

Due to the proximity of this parcel to the shoreline, and the imminent dangers of sea-level rise, 
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applicant will work with the State and County on current initiatives to mitigate shoreline erosion 
and provide a more elevated route to access the trail to Kukui Heiau. We will be working with our 
partners to ensure connectivity to the current bike path and the historic coastal trail which has 
been poorly maintained, overrun with weeds and neglected for decades.  In addition, we are 
proposing partnership with the State and County to continue the beach nourishment initiative and 
attempt to save the shoreline from continued degradation due to sea level rise that has ravaged 
the coastline endangering the pathway and Kuhio highway.  

Improvements include clearing any debris and planting native plants that reduce the impacts of 
shoreline erosion. We intend to manually weed the parcel of the infestation of invasive species, 
assist in removal of any encroachments, and immediately replant native coastal vegetation and 
bird nesting habitat.  

 

 
 

Images: View of the State parcel plateau area overlooking Wailua, covered with invasive vines/weeds. 
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Images: View looking back at encroachments of old restaurant structure. Left picture shows roughly the 
section of the former restaurant structure that is encroaching onto the State parcel. 

 

 
 

Images: Showing existing used path for people accessing coastal trail to Kukui Heiau (left) and view 
back up from the coast looking at parcel plateau covered in weeds (right). 
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Images: Stair access to the parcel from the beach (stairs are partially on State parcel and adjacent 
county land. 

 

 
 

Images: Wailua Bay and Beach views from the plateau that makes up this State parcel. 
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Opposition to Issuance to RP21 Coco Palms for Resort Use of State Parcels   
 
We understand that the issuance of these RPs for use by RP21 Coco Palms Utah based 
developers will work against our efforts to restore this wetland system, flood plain and ancient 
infrastructure, where our vision for restoration will add magnitudes more benefits to 
community and environment.  
 
The facilitation of a larger resort in this area, through the use of State public lands, will fortify 
impacts to the wetland, further pressure our waste water and road infrastructure, create a 
need to import additional hotel workers (whom we cannot accommodate) and it does so with 
gross exemptions and old outdated understandings of how and where hotels are appropriate to 
be built and how our public lands should be used. It also goes against widespread community 
sentiment that a hotel is not wanted in this area. 
  
Our 501 C3 nonprofit, I Ola Wailuanui, has for nearly 4 years worked on a plan and vision for 
real restoration of this spring fed wetland system and the agricultural infrastructure in this area. 
  
This plan to exempt modern requirements and allow the building of a new hotel (not a 
restoration as sold, but a completely new hotel, taller and bigger and different than any historic 
Coco Palms hotel due to variances given by our county) on this old footprint bases that 
approval on environmental and cultural standards from over a half a century ago. This is 
unacceptable and our public lands should never facilitate such development in 2024, when we 
know better. Building a hotel on this wetland, literally on the fishpond, which will still flood 
regularly, goes against the fundamental concepts of restoration for the betterment of 
community and the environment. 
 
I ask you to please protect our natural resources and cultural features in Wailua and consider 
the above details as you move forward to determine the future of these important State 
parcels. 
 
Mahalo! 

 
Fern Holland BSc  
I Ola Wailuanui Board Member 
808-634-6242      fern@hapahi.org 



BLNR Hearing Testimony
Agenda item D1
01/12/2024

Aloha Board of Land and Natural Resources,

It is our highest hopes that the BLNR takes the time needed to make an informed and holistically
responsible decision for the disposition of these state parcels. Restoration includes being willing
and able to identify burials that are within and connected to the Coco Palms development area
and treating these ancestral remains with the standard of care defined by the community and
descendants of this wahi pana.

RP21 plans to restore the Coco Palms area into a resort that does not honor and respect those
whose bodies have been returned to this ʻāina. Instead, building a resort upon burials further
displaces our iwi kūpuna and erases them from the rich history of Wailuanuiahoʻāno and Kauaʻi.

Although our recorded knowledge remains relatively sparse about the exact locations of many of
the burials that exist in Coco Palms area, we do know that Wailuanuiahoʻāno is a place that
houses amongst the largest number of heiau and iwi kūpuna in Hawaiʻi.

During construction at the original Coco Palms Resort in the 1970's, numerous individuals were
exhumed (Flores, 2000). In an archealogical study by Kikuchi (1973), 34 sets of human remains
were found, yet the actual number of individuals disinterred is believed to be as high as 85.
There are also over 41 archealogical sites of cultural significance found on and directly
surrounding the Coco Palms project area/ state parcels (OʻHare et al., 2013). Additionally, as a
result of a archaeological inventory survey by Cultural Surveys Hawaiʻi in 2005, a historical
burial ground (SIHP#50-30-08-681) was designated (Hoffman et al. 2005). These studies are
decades old. Research studies generally are considered recent and valid between 5-10 years old.
New archaelogical and cultural impact studies are needed to identify burials and cultural layers
that studies of the past did not have the resources or conditions to properly account for.

We believe based on the limited documented information provided regarding iwi kūpuna in
Wailuanuiahoʻāno that the Kuamoʻo and Kūhiō Highway Corner Parcel (TMK (4)
4-1-003:017) is a site that contains human burials. According to a historical site study by Flores
(2000) “there were a total of 87 individuals who were reinterred in the front of the main lobby of
the Coco Palms Hotel (Ako 1995; Ako 2000; Kikuchi 1973; n.a. 1973 )” (p. III-15). The
Kuamoʻo and Kūhiō Highway Corner Parcel (TMK (4) 4-1-003:017) is located in front of the



main lobby and it is unknown, yet highly suspected that there are iwi kūpuna that remain in this
area.

The above map is from the Final Perervation Plan to SHPD from OʻHare et al. (2013) that
overlaps with the Kuamoʻo and Kūhiō Highway Corner Parcel (TMK (4) 4-1-003:017) and
displays “...the area bounded by the lobby entrance overpass on the north, Kuhio Highway on the
east, Kuamoʻo Road on the south, and the water feature on the west- an area where it is highly
probable that both intact burials in sand and isolated human remains in fill exist” (p. 7). It was
also noted that “...additional human remains and associated funerary objects can be anticipated to



be encountered during subsurface disturbance within the Coco Palms Resort property and
adjacent parcels” (OʻHare et al., 2013).

The Kuamoʻo and Kūhiō Highway Parcel is close to an acre in size and is significant, including
an area that encompases the described Mahunapuʻuone Cemetery. There is a high likelihood that
this parcel has iwi kūpuna burials and was clearly a part of the described Mahunapuʻuone
Cemetery boundaries, which was described as extending from south of the Kuamoʻo Road to the
current day hotel lobby (Flores, 2000).

Further, OʻHare et al. (2013) stated in their Final Preservation Plan to SHPD:
Based on Mahele documents and on previous archaeological research, we expect
additional human burials. Most of the previously identified burials have been found in an
area that was formerly a sand dune in the makai portion of the project area (Kikuchi
1973). A historic era burial, however, was also found in a completely separate part of the
project area, on the northern edge of the property (Elmore and Kennedy 2000) [...] This
fact and the intensive use of this area by Kaua'i ruling class indicate that burials may be
encountered outside of the known burial ground (p. 33).

Although there are marked burials within the Coco Palms site, there is reason to believe that
there are more burials outside of those marked sites, including on state parcels. Mahele
documents also show that the coastal portions of the Coco Palms Resort property encompasses
the Mahunapuʻuone burial grounds (Flores, 2000). There is not enough research studies to show
that the Mahunapuʻuone burial grounds and sand dunes located makai of the project area that
Bennett (1931), Flores (2000), Kikuchi (1973), and OʻHare et al (2013) have identified in past
archelogical studies do not also include burials located within the Seashell Restaurant Small
Coastal Plataeu Parcel TMK (4) 4- 1-005 and that the northern edge of the property that Elmore
& Kennedy (2000) and many others cite does not include the Haleʻīlio Rd Parcel TMK (4)
4-1-003:044.

The Haleʻīlio Rd Parcel is in very close proximity to previous disturbed iwi and has a high
likelihood of also having burials present. Our iwi kupuna in this area is an important moʻolelo to
be preserved. We would like to utilize this property as a means to expand the protection of past
reinterred iwi in this site, education about the previsious disturbances that happened in this area,
as well protect the many unearthed iwi yet to be discovered.

Our public lands, especially those that have human remains and artifacts of cultural significance,
should not be used for private development of resorts. We are asking you to please make the



respectful decisions that will lead our kūpuna’s remains to forever remain within their rightful
resting place. Reintering them or building a resort upon their remains is not the respectful thing
to do and it is not what our kūpuna would have wanted.

We acknowledge that the final disposition of burials shall be determined through the SHPD
Burials Council per HAR Chapter 13-300, which is currently defunct on Kauaʻi. We urge the
BLNR to take the time necessary to review information from different perspectives and allow us
due process in protecting our iwi kūpuna.

Mahalo for your time, service, and consideration,

Nikki Cristobal, Ph.D.
I Ola Wailunaui Board Member
nikkicristobal808@gmail.com
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From: Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Cc: Mavis I. Medeiros
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Kipahulu Ohana CBFSA
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 6:38:36 PM

Aloha Chair Chang & BLNR Board Members,

My name is Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros and I’m writing today in SUPPORT of the Kipahulu
CBFSA and highly recommend you and your Board to adopt the Kipahulu Ohana CBFSA.  

We have known the Lind family and their Board pretty much since “small kid time” and have
faith in their knowledge, expertise and ability to manage this program.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Much mahalo,

Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros & ohana 
P.O. Box 215
Hana, HI. 96713
(808)866-7409

mailto:mavisoliveira@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
mailto:Mavis.Medeiros@mauicounty.us


From: Makana R.
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for Agenda Item D1
Date: Thursday, January 11, 2024 8:15:55 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Esteemed Members of the Board of Land and Natural
Resources,

My name is Makana Reilly, and I come before you today as an advocate for the well-being of
Wailuanuiahoʻāno. I bring with me a perspective deeply rooted in my lineal connection to
west Kauaʻi and years of service to ʻāina through my involvement with I Ola Wailuanui and
Hawaiʻi Land Trust.

I Ola Wailuanui, in collaboration with our extensive network of community-based
organizations, cultural practitioners, and environmental advocates, stands as a beacon of
commitment to the re-empowering and stewardship of Wailuanuiahoʻāno. Our partnerships
include esteemed organizations like Hawaiʻi Land Trust, where I've actively contributed to
land protection and stewardship initiatives across Hawaiʻi. Through these collaborative efforts,
we have witnessed the positive impact of community-driven initiatives that prioritize cultural
preservation and environmental stewardship.

I implore the Board to recognize the significance of empowering organizations like I
Ola Wailuanui to continue our invaluable work. The community-driven strategy and
cultural preservation efforts I Ola Wailuanui partakes in reflect a vision that aligns with
the principles of sustainable land use and community empowerment.

By supporting I Ola Wailuanui, we ensure that the guardianship of Wailuanuiahoʻāno remains
in the hands of the community, the generational stewards who hold a deep sense of kuleana for
this sacred place. The success of Wailuanuiahoʻāno's revitalization lies in fostering
partnerships and empowering organizations like I Ola Wailuanui to continue our invaluable
work for the benefit of present and future generations.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Aloha,

Makana Reilly

mailto:makana6@hawaii.edu
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Pualiʻiliʻimaikalani Rossi-Fukino
356 Likeke Place
Kapaʻa, Kauaʻi, HI 96746
January 10, 2023

To Whom This May Concern:

Aloha Honorable Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I am writing on behalf of my ʻohana and in my capacity as president of I Ola Wailuanui (IOW).
We are asking that you please take the time and consideration to truly think about what is best
for this ʻāina and grant our organization the responsibility to care for TMK 4-1-003:044, TMK:
4-1-003:017 and TMK: 4-1-005:017. We have kuleana to honor and protect this ʻāina momona
for our community and for further generations.

As a cultural practitioner and lineal descendent of Wailua, I am very concerned with the iwi
kūpuna of that area. We know that this ʻāina, specifically the Kuamoʻo Road corner parcel (TMK
4-1-003:017), was the location of a large burial site, which was given the name Māhunapuʻuone.
A specifically named site, especially with such a unique burial pattern, means that this place
was intentionally designated as a burial ground by and for our kūpuna. It is believed that iwi
“impart the mana of the deceased to that particular ground, to that specific ahupuaʻa, and to the
island itself.”1 There should be measures in place to protect these iwi kūpuna to the best of our
abilities.

The site has already been disturbed through previous hotel development and the chances of
more iwi kūpuna disturbances in the area is highly likely. Hawaiʻi law states that we should treat
our iwi with “dignity and freedom from unnecessary disturbance.”2 RP21 plans to develop a
resort that will infringe on and continue to disturb the natural resources and further displace iwi
kūpuna in the area. If development continues, what is the guarantee that there won’t be any
more desecration of our ancestors?

Our organization, IOW, recognizes the extreme importance of protecting our iwi from further
harm and desecration. We want to ensure that, should we discover any more iwi, we approach it
with respect, honor, and proper protocol. Based on how the current developer has treated this
ʻāina and disregarded previous pleas to protect our cultural sites (such as the Coconut Grove), I
highly doubt that they would protect this iwi from further desecration.

There has been a clear history of abuse to this ʻāina. Our group has a vision to work with the
community to protect not only the iwi kūpuna, but also to restore the wetland system to its fullest
potential. We do not need a hotel on top of a fishpond. We do not have the capacity to

2 H.R. CONF. COMM. REP. NO. 51, 15th Leg., Reg. Sess. (1990), reprinted in 1990 HAW. SEN. J. 778.

1 Baldauf, Natasha and Malia Akutagawa. Hoʻi Hou I Ka Iwikuamoʻo, A Legal Primer for the Protection of
Iwiw Kūpuna in Hawaiʻi Nei. (2013) Honolulu: Ka Huli Ao.



accommodate more people, more cars, and more development. Now is the time for healing, for
restoration, and for doing what is pono for this land.

Mahalo for your consideration.

Me ke aloha,

Pua Rossi-Fukino (and my children - Kualau Rossi-Fukino and ʻIlikeha Rossi-Fukino)



From: Danielle Valeria
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for Agenda Item D1
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 6:24:32 PM
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Aloha,
 
As a CDFI Credit Union on Kauaʻi, established in 1947, we work closely with several community
partners on meaningful projects that build a more vibrant and thriving Kauaʻi for future generations.
We've supported, and been involved in, the distribution of hundreds of millions of dollars of funds
into Kauaʻi's economy, especially during recent years. In addition to our own lending, we focus on
public/private sector partnerships as a viable avenue to leverage funds and help meaningful projects
on Kauaʻi come to fruition.  
 
I Ola Wailuanui is an exemplary organization with a mission and vision we fully support.  Based on
our experience with partner financing — USDA, SBA, federal and state grants, U.S. Dept of
treasury, and public/private partnerships — we believe I Ola Wailuanui has the financial resources
and leadership team to deliver on this historic and culturally important work; and the track record,
acumen, partner and resource management required for success.  I Ola Wailuanui is well positioned
to navigate the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, both financially and operationally.
 
We are committed to working alongside I Ola Wailuanui to support a successful outcome.  If you
have any questions, please contact me or my CFO directly.  We are happy to further discuss this
matter.  
 
With aloha,
Monica Belz
CEO 
 
 
Sent on behalf of,  Monica Belz | President/CEO | Kaua‘i Federal Credit Union
 
by,
 
Danielle Valeria | Executive Assistant | Kaua‘i Federal Credit Union 
p: (808) 400-2020 | danielle@kauaicreditunion.org | kauaicreditunion.org |  
 
 
Notice: If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your computer without
retaining any copies.
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