
From: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:07 PM 
To: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Cc: CAPITOL2023-reptarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old 
Kohala Armory site 
 

Russell, 
this sounds good so far.   
Than 
 

Daniel X. Nellis 

General Manager 

Dole Food Co. Hawaii 

1116 Whitmore Ave. 

Wahiawa, HI, 96786 

office ph.  (808)621-3201 

E-mail  dan.nellis@dole.com 

 
From: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:53 AM 
To: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com> 
Cc: CAPITOL2023-reptarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: RE: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site  
  

[CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any 
links or attachments.] 

 
FYI: I have asked my staff to prepare a Land Board submittal asking the Land Board to approve the 
waivers and once approved, we will ask the Attorney General’s office to prepare the execution 
documents, and we’ll circulate the same for signature. 
  
Let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks again. 
Russell 
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From: Tsuji, Russell Y  
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 10:38 AM 
To: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com> 
Cc: CAPITOL2023-reptarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: RE: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site 
  
Mahalo Dan, and Happy New Year to you all. 
  
Russell 
  
From: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com>  
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 10:04 AM 
To: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Cc: CAPITOL2023-reptarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old 
Kohala Armory site 
  

Russell, 
Happy New Year.  Sorry it took me so long to get back to you on this. 
  
The draft waiver agreement is acceptable and approved as is by our VP General 
Counsel.  Please proceed with the board and AG to prepare execution originals and send 
for signatures. 
  
Thanks, 
Dan  
  

Daniel X. Nellis 

General Manager 

Dole Food Co. Hawaii 

1116 Whitmore Ave. 

Wahiawa, HI, 96786 

office ph.  (808)621-3201 

E-mail  dan.nellis@dole.com 

 
From: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:37 AM 
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To: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com> 
Subject: RE: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site  
  

[CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any 
links or attachments.] 

  
Thanks Dan.   
  
Just as a reminder, let me know if the draft waiver is acceptable because I still need to get Land Board 
approval, fill in the blank dates in the waiver document and get AGs to sign off, etc—I will prepare 
execution originals and recirculate the same for signature. 
  
Mahalo and best wishes, 
Russell 
  
From: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 22, 2023 9:07 AM 
To: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old 
Kohala Armory site 
  
Russell  
Thanks for preparing this for review. We will take a look at this next week.  
Merry Christmas  
Dan 
Sent from my iPhone 
  

On Dec 22, 2023, at 8:39 AM, Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> wrote: 

  

[CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any 
links or attachments.] 

  
Good morning Dan and Chair Tarnas: 
  
The State is appreciative of Dole’s willingness to waive the deed restrictions in the old Kohala Sugar 
Deed. 
  
I’ve worked with the AGs and attached hereto is a draft waiver of restrictive covenants; if the draft 
waiver is acceptable to Dole, then I will ask the AGs to prepare execution originals (i.e., green stamped) 
and sign off on the same, and I will circulate the execution originals for signature by Dole Food 
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Company, Inc. and the State.  Accordingly, let me know if the draft waiver or restrictive covenants is 
acceptable to Dole and I will have execution originals prepared and circulate the same for signature. 
  
Best, and happy holidays to you and your families. 
  
Russell Y. Tsuji 
Administrator 
  
From: Rep. David A. Tarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:32 PM 
To: Tsuji, Russell Y <Russell.Y.Tsuji@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: FW: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site 
  
Hi Russell, 
  
I followed up with Dan Nellis and we had an email exchange I am forwarding to you below.  
  
It appears that Dole is willing to sign the necessary documents to waive the restrictions on the former 
Kohala Armory site.  
  
Would you be able to work with your deputy AG to prepare the necessary documents for Dole to 
sign?  Please let me know the next steps and I can coordinate with Dan Nellis. 
  
Mahalo for your help with this important project in Kohala! 
  
Aloha, David  
  
Representative David A. Tarnas 
House District 8 – North and South Kohala 
Chair, Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street, Room 442 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
808-586-8510 
  
From: Rep. David A. Tarnas  
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:28 PM 
To: 'Dan Nellis' <Dan.Nellis@dole.com> 
Cc: Jared Gale <Jared.Gale@dole.com> 
Subject: RE: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site 
  
Hi Dan, 
  
Thanks very much for your kind response indicating your willingness to amend the deed restrictions on 
the former Kohala Armory site. I'll ask Russell Tsuji with DLNR Land Division to work with DLNR's deputy 
AG to prepare the necessary documents and get back to both of us. 
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Once I hear back from Russell as to the next steps, I'll make sure to get back with you to set up a time to 
discuss this. 
  
Mahalo, David    
  
Representative David A. Tarnas 
House District 8 – North and South Kohala 
Chair, Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street, Room 442 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
808-586-8510 
  
From: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 1, 2023 12:21 PM 
To: Rep. David A. Tarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Cc: Jared Gale <Jared.Gale@dole.com> 
Subject: Re: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala 
Armory site 
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  Aloha David, 
I included Jared Gale, Dole Food Co. Vice- President and General Counsel, on the copy line of 
this reply.  You met Jared with me at the legislature last year when we were providing 
testimony to your committee in favor of SB833 regarding Dole gifting the Wahiawa Irrigation 
System to the State of Hawaii.  Thank you for helping that bill to pass and become Act 218 that 
was signed into law by Governor Green. 
  
Dole is happy to support your efforts to develop the former Kohala Armory to be repurposed 
for community benefits.  We are willing to forego the rights in the reversionary clause of the 
deed restrictions, but I ask that you work with the State Attorney General to propose the legal 
documentation for this change to the deed.  If the AG can send us a set of signature ready 
documents, I will get them signed by Dole.  
  
Dole will be proud to continue the community support for West Hawaii that was started long 
ago by Kohala Sugar.  Please call me (cell is best) or feel free to send out a meeting invite to 
discuss the next steps as you see necessary. 
  
Happy Holidays. 
  
Aloha, 
Dan 
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Daniel X. Nellis 

General Manager 

Dole Food Co. Hawaii 

1116 Whitmore Ave. 

Wahiawa, HI, 96786 

office ph.  (808)621-3201 cell ph. (808)479-9321 

E-mail  dan.nellis@dole.com 

 
From: Rep. David A. Tarnas <reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 11:23 AM 
To: Dan Nellis <Dan.Nellis@dole.com> 
Subject: Requesting an amendment to the Kohala Sugar Co. deed restrictions for the old Kohala Armory 
site  
  

[CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any 
links or attachments.] 

  

Aloha Dan, 

  

Thank you for speaking with Russell Tsuji at DLNR about the parcel of land in North Kohala where the 
former Kohala Armory is located. As the State Representative for North Kohala on Hawaii Island, I am 
trying to move the state forward to clean up the site, remediate whatever is in the old building, and 
prepare it for an alternative use for community benefit. There has been interest expressed by a number 
of community groups to use the site, but DLNR has informed me that there are deed restrictions limiting 
its use to National Guard purposes.  I understand that these deed restrictions would need to be 
amended or waived to allow for a different use by these community groups. 

  

Russell Tsuji told me that the former Kohala Sugar Company land on which the former Kohala Armory is 
sited is now part of your company's portfolio as the successor entity to Kohala Sugar Company. Russell 
sent me the attached document to review and suggested that I reach out to you to express my intention 
to ask for legislative appropriations to support the cleanup and adaptive reuse of this site.   
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Please let me know what you need from me or from DLNR to go about the process of amending or 
waiving the use restriction and reversionary provision for this parcel. 

  

I would be happy to discuss this with you anytime. We can meet via Zoom to make it easy for scheduling 
and minimize the inconvenience of having to travel to meet in person. Please let me know what would 
be a useful next step for you. 

  

Mahalo for your kind assistance. 

  

Aloha, David 

  

Representative David A. Tarnas 

District 8 – North and South Kohala 

Hawaii State Capitol 

415 S. Beretania Street, Room 442 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

808-586-8510 
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