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SUBJECT: LAND DIVISION AGENDA ITEM D6:  AMEND GENERAL LEASE NO.

S-5976
Hospice of Hilo, Lessee
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii / Tax Map Key (3) 2-4-001:179
Land Board Meeting Date:  February 9, 2024

 
Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendment of General Lease No. S-
5976 to allow the Lessee, Hospice of Hilo, dba Hawai`i Care Choices (HiCare), to expand
services offered on the premises leased at 590 Kapiolani Street, Hilo to include a Type II
Adult Residential Care Home (ARCH). 
 
As you are aware, our community is home to a diverse population, including many elderly
individuals who may require specialized care and assistance. As our community continues
to age and current home operators retire without any successor in place, the need for adult
residential care homes will only continue to grow.  Here are some key reasons why opening
an adult residential care home would benefit our community: 
 

·         Dignified Care for Seniors:  An adult residential care home would provide a
dignified and supportive environment for our seniors who may need assistance with
daily activities, such as bathing, dressing, and medication management. This would
enable them to maintain a higher quality of life while aging gracefully.
·         Local Access to Care Services:  Currently, many seniors in our community have
to travel significant distances to access appropriate care facilities. Establishing a
care home would ensure that our aging residents can receive the necessary care
and support without the added stress of long-distance travel.
·         Community Integration:  A care home in our community would promote social
integration and a sense of belonging for its residents. This would foster a supportive
environment where seniors can engage in meaningful activities and maintain
connections with their families and the community.
·         Relief for Families:  Families often face challenges in caring for their aging loved
ones at home. Having a local adult residential care home would provide a much-
needed option for families seeking assistance in caring for their elderly members,
offering respite and support.

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in SUPPORT of this measure.
 
 
Respectfully,

mailto:jeracah@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


 
 
Jeracah Lawless
Member of the Hawaii Care Choices Advisory Council
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SUBJECT: LAND DIVISION AGENDA ITEM D6:  AMEND GENERAL LEASE NO. S-5976 

Hospice of Hilo, Lessee 
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii / Tax Map Key (3) 2-4-001:179 
Land Board Meeting Date:  February 9, 2024 

 
Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,  
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendment of General Lease No. S-5976 
to allow the Lessee, Hospice of Hilo, dba Hawai`i Care Choices (HiCare) to expand services 
offered on the premises leased at 590 Kapiolani Street, Hilo to include a Type II Adult 
Residential Care Home (ARCH).   
 
There is a demand and need for more bed capacity on Hawaii Island as many care home 
operators are retiring and have no successor in place. 
 
I have witnessed the outstanding care HiCare has provided to our community.  HiCare has 
provided high quality, compassionate hospice care at Pohai Malama to many families in our 
community. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in SUPPORT of this measure. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Kerri Okamura, R.Ph.  
Member of the Board/Advisory Council 
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SUBJECT: LAND DIVISION AGENDA ITEM D6: AMEND GENERAL LEASE NO. S-5976
Hospice of Hilo, Lessee
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii / Tax Map Key (3) 2-4-001:179
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Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendment of General Lease No. S-5976
to allow the Lessee, Hospice of Hilo, dba Hawai`i Care Choices (HiCare) to expand services
offered on the premises leased at 590 Kapiolani Street, Hilo to include a Type II Adult
Residential Care Home (ARCH).

State reason for your support: Talking Point Examples:

● Former/current caregiver for a senior who is physically infirm, have mental disabilities
such as dementia

● Understands the value and need for short-term respite for caregivers and care home
operators

● Was someone or knows someone who had to relocate a loved one from the Big Island to
another county or state to a facility providing 24-hour living accommodations and
assistance with personal care

● Recognizes the demand and need for more bed capacity as a great number of care
home operators are retiring and have no successor in place

● Have first-hand experience of receiving quality compassionate hospice care at Pohai
Malama – describe the care, environment, etc.

● Ensure the intent and purpose of this community asset is preserved for generations to
come

● Other personal reason for supporting the amendment
.
Closing Suggestions:

● Thank you for your consideration and support of amending General Lease No. S-5976.

● Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in SUPPORT of this measure.

Respectfully,

Gai� Uej�
Gail Uejo
Member of the Board/Advisory Council
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