
STATE OF HAWAl'I 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

April 12, 2024 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawai'i 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE AND THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY FOR WATERSHED PROTECTION MANAGEMENT IN 
MOLOKAI FOREST RESERVE, PUU AUi AND OLOKUI NATURAL AREA 
RESERVES, AND OTHER STATE LANDS, MOLOKAI, TAX MAP KEYS: 
(2) 6-1-001 :002 POR; (2) 5-9-006:002 POR; (2) 5-2-013:007 POR; (2) 5-2-
014:003; (2) 5-4-003:025 POR; (2) 5-6-005:001; (2) 5-6-006:002; (2) 5-6-
006:011; (2) 5-6-006:026; (2) 5-6-007:068; (2) 5-6-007:070; (2) 5-7-
005:005; (2) 5-7-005:013; (2) 5-8-015:007 POR; (2) 5-9-005:008; (2) 5-9-
005:011; (2) 5-9-005:013; (2) 5-9-005:015; (2) 5-9-005:035; (2) 5-9-
005:038; (2) 5-9-005:039; (2) 5-9-005:041; (2) 5-9-005:048; (2) 5-9-
005:052; (2) 5-9-005:054; (2) 5-9-005:056; (2) 5-9-005:057; (2) 5-9-
005:060; (2) 5-9-005:063; (2) 5-9-005:067; (2) 5-9-005:083; (2) 5-9-
005:085; (2) 5-9-005:086; (2) 5-9-006:002; (2) 5-5:001 :013; (2) 5-
5:001 :015; (2) 5-5:001 :022; (2) 5-5:001 :036; (2) 5-5:001 :038

AND 

REQUEST APPROVAL OF DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION FROM 
CHAPTER 343, HRS ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROJECT 

AND 

REQUEST FOR DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO THE CHAIRPERSON 
TO NEGOTIATE, APPROVE, AND EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING, RIGHT-OF-ENTRY, AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
AGREEMENTS FOR THE NATURE CONSERVANCY FOR WATERSHED 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT IN THE SUBJECT PARCELS 

ITEM C- 3



APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE AND THE 

NATURE CONSERVANCY FOR WATERSHED PROTECTION MANAGEMENT IN MOLOKAI FOREST RESERVE, PUU AUi AND 

OLOKUI NATURAL AREA RESERVES, AND OTHER STATE LANDS, MOLOKAI 

SUMMARY: 

This Board Submittal requests approval of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Division of Forestry and Wildlife (Division) and The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC), a private non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization, for the management of watershed 
forests in various parcels on Molokai (Exhibit A). The Division also requests approval of 
a declaration of exemption from Chapter 343, HRS environmental compliance 
requirements, and delegation of authority to the Chairperson to negotiate, approve, and 
execute future MOUs, Right-Of-Entries (ROE), and/or Release of Liability Agreements, 
as appropriate, with The Nature Conservancy related to this project. 

TERM OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 

The terms of the Memorandum of Understanding shall remain in effect until canceled or 
modified. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Nature Conservancy is the managing entity of the East Molokai Watershed 
Partnership. The Division of Forestry and Wildlife frequently contracts the partnership to 
conduct watershed forest management actions. These actions include invasive plant 
removal, native tree planting, fence maintenance, hooved animal removal, and 
monitoring. TNC also receives funding from other public and private sources for this 
management work. 

The Watershed Partnership has created management plans that are reviewed and 
approved by the partners (including the Division) to guide the management of the core 
watershed forests of East Molokai. These management plans are consistent with the 
Division's Molokai Forest Reserve Management Plan, published in 2009, the Puu A/ii 
Natural Area Reserve Management Plan, published in 1991, and the Olokui Natural 
Area Reserve Management Plan, published in 1991. The area proposed for the MOU 
includes other State lands proposed for addition to the Forest Reserve System in 
Makolelau. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Division is interested in a Memorandum of Understanding with TNC to facilitate 
management of this area and clarify roles and responsibilities. An MOU would further 
formalize the long-term partnership between the Division and TNC to implement the 
management plans for this area. 

This MOU would not confer exclusive use of the areas defined as other community 
organizations and cooperators will participate in the management of this large area in a 
complementary way. The MOU would not include a 5.6-acre portion of (2) 5-4:003:025, 
which contains an easement. 
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