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Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda: OCCL Item K-1
 
(Please remove my address and email address from any copies of testimony that could be
archived digitally and via “paper.” Thank you.)
 
04.24.2023
 
(Please remove my address and email address from any copies of testimony that could be
archived digitally and via “paper.” Thank you.)
 
Dear Everybody,
 
Enforcement of the proposed fines, and the requested remedial actions , are needed after the
knowing “taking” of an entire critical population of one species of bees; nalo meli maoli
(Hylaeus anthracinus), and of the knowing likely “taking” of another second species of nalo
mele maoli (Hylaeus longiceps).
 
We see that the landowners and/or their agents, via their previous communications with
USFWS and NSCLT, knew that their actions would cause this biodiversity destruction.
 
It’s also important to note that the requested remedial action may be of long-term benefit to
the landowners. Because until remedied, the removal of vegetation may increase (not decrease
as landowner’s agent alleged), potential for wildfire.
 
Land owners alleged concern about wildfire exhibits misinformation. As soon as the
vegetation was removed, the “disturbed” area was made vulnerable to rapid growth and spread
of non-native introduced species, including but not limited to flammable invasive species,
including but not limited to grasses like Myrica faya; of which we were reminded,
immediately after the tragic Lahaina wildfire in August. So the requested remedial action is
appropriate and in the longer term, may be beneficial(!) to, the developers/landowners.
 
It is important to note that the removed native species vegetation, established in its natural
environment, likely contributed to “anchoring” of the substrate, contributing to prevention of
shoreline/beach erosion.
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Even if landowners and their agents have no personal interest in native flora and fauna, (not
even in charismatic individual members of endangered species), they would surely not want to
accelerate shoreline/beach erosion, or increase wildfire susceptibility to/on the very land
which they acquired.
 
Therefore both the proposed enforcement and remediation actions are appropriate (and may
actually benefit all of the concerned parties).
 
Please support the proposed enforcement and remediation actions.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Most respectfully,
 
Nani Parker



From: Bobbie Foster
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda: DOFAW Item C-6
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 9:14:39 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

My name is Roberta (Bobbie) Foster.  I live in Honolulu and every week, I volunteer at Lyon
Arboretum, Camp Palehua, and with Protect Preserve Hawaii doing native plant restoration projects.
At these sites, i see hope in saving our native plants and it is very upsetting to read about the
destruction of native habitat and native birds and bees. 

I write in strong support of Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the DOFAW and OCCL enforcement actions for
the death and destruction of native Laysan Albatross and Yellow-Faced Bees and their coastal
habitat at Marconi. 

As the DOFAW and OCCL submittals explain in detail, the death of Hoʻokipa and 300 Yellow-
Faced Bees, 106 trees, and two acres of habitat is a tragic loss of our native species. 

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicate intentional, reckless, and
careless actions that violate our state laws that protect these species and their habitat. 

The alleged violations are very serious, numerous, and deserve the substantial fines and remedies as
proposed by DOFAW and OCCL.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed
enforcement actions!

Roberta Foster 

Bobbie

Stay Calm, Safe, Healthy and Sane

Bobbie Foster
hawaiibobbie@gmail.com
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From: Namah Nancy Grace
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda: DOFAW Item C-5
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 11:23:35 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,
My name is Namah Grace. I am a REGULAR Marconi coastal walker and concerned citizen.
Concerned about what's being allowed to happen in an area that begs!!! closer attention,
supervision and regulation to preserve what's fast being lost to disrespectful, greedy
people.....especially before it's too late!

I join those who are writing you in strong support of Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the DOFAW and
OCCL enforcement actions for the death and destruction of native Laysan Albatross and
Yellow-Faced Bees and their coastal habitat at Marconi. 

As the DOFAW and OCCL submittals explain in detail, the death of Hoʻokipa and 300 Yellow-
Faced Bees, 106 trees, and two acres of habitat is a tragic loss of our native species. 

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicate intentional, reckless,
and careless actions that violate our state laws that protect these species and their habitat. 

The alleged violations are very serious, numerous, and deserve the substantial fines and
remedies as proposed by DOFAW and OCCL.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed
enforcement actions!

PLEASE take the strongest action possible to stop the on-going destruction.
Aloha,
Namah Grace
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From: Emily Martin
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda DOFAW Item C-6
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 11:14:37 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

My name is Emily Martin, I am the Director of Conservation Partnerships for National
Wildlife's Hawai'i program.

I write in strong support of Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the DOFAW and OCCL enforcement
actions for the death and destruction of native Laysan Albatross and Yellow-Faced Bees
and their coastal habitat at Marconi. 

As the DOFAW and OCCL submittals explain in detail, the death of Hoʻokipa and 300
Yellow-Faced Bees, 106 trees, and two acres of habitat is a tragic loss of our native
species. 

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicates intentional,
reckless, and careless actions that violate our state laws that protect these species and
their habitat. 

The alleged violations are very serious, numerous, and deserve the substantial fines and
remedies as proposed by DOFAW and OCCL.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the
proposed
enforcement actions!

Emily Martin | she/her
Director of Conservation Partnerships
Hawai'i | Alaska | California
National Wildlife Federation
mobile: 651-757-8775
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From: Barbara Pope
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda OCCL Item K-1
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 10:55:40 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

My name is Barbara Pope. I am 72 years old and a long time resident, born and raised, of Ko’olaupoko and
frequently visited the Marconi area and coastline as a child in the company of my grandfather. Through him and
elderly kama’aina residents of the area, I came to understand the cultural and environmental significance of this
important wahi pana.

I write in strong support of Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the DOFAW and OCCL enforcement actions for the death and
destruction of native Laysan Albatross and Yellow-Faced Bees and their coastal habitat at Marconi.

As the DOFAW and OCCL submittals explain in detail, the death of Hoʻokipa and 300 Yellow-Faced Bees, 106
trees, and two acres of habitat is a tragic loss of our native species.

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicates intentional, reckless, and careless actions
that violate our state laws that protect these species and their habitat.

The alleged violations are very serious, numerous, and deserve the substantial fines and remedies as proposed by
DOFAW and OCCL.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed enforcement actions!

Thank you,

Barbara Pope
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From: leahrampolla@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of LEAH RAMPOLLA
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda: DOFAW Item C-5
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 2:17:40 PM

Dear Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I strongly support Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the Division of Forestry and Wildlife and Office of Conservation and
Coastal Lands’ enforcement actions for the death and destruction of native Laysan albatross and endangered yellow-
faced bees and their coastal habitat at Marconi on the North Shore of Oʻahu.

As the staff submittals explain in detail, Hawaiʻi has experienced tragic loss with the death of Hoʻokipa — a female
adult Laysan albatross who was part of the first breeding pair to nest at Turtle Bay Makai — as well as 300
endangered yellow-faced bees and 106 trees. We also lost 2 acres of vital habitat for these native species.

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicate intentional recklessness and carelessness that
violate state laws protecting these species and their habitat.

The alleged violations are very serious and deserve the substantial fines and remedies proposed by the agencies.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed enforcement actions.

Sincerely,
LEAH RAMPOLLA
HI 96744-3016
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 Keep the North Shore Country 
 

www.KeepTheNorthShoreCountry.org 

Meeting of the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
April 26, 2024, 9:00 a.m. 
DLNR Boardroom 
 
 
SUPPORT FOR ENFORCEMENT ACTION on Agenda Items C.5, C.6 and K.1 
 
 
Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board, 
 
Keep the North Shore Country helped secure funding for North Shore Community Land Trust to 
perform conservation work at Kahuku Point, adjacent to the Marconi properties.  These 
projects have restored native vegetation and improved habitat for the Hawaiian Yellow Faced 
Bee and Laysan Albatross. 
 
We are terribly disappointed by the willful destruction of critical habitat for the endangered 
Hawaiian Yellow Faced Bees, the loss of hundreds of bees, the brutal death of a Laysan 
Albatross, and illegal construction of fences that are harmful to albatross.  
 
We support strong action to help remedy these injustices and to serve as a meaningful 
deterrence against similar crimes in the future.  We support the enforcement actions described 
in the staff submittals for agenda items C.5, C.6, and K.1.  
 
Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed 
enforcement actions! 



From: biggystinker@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael Rueli
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony for BLNR April 26, 2024 Agenda: DOFAW Item C-5
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 2:20:18 PM

Dear Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I strongly support Items C-5, C-6, and K1, the Division of Forestry and Wildlife and Office of Conservation and
Coastal Lands’ enforcement actions for the death and destruction of native Laysan albatross and endangered yellow-
faced bees and their coastal habitat at Marconi on the North Shore of Oʻahu.

As the staff submittals explain in detail, Hawaiʻi has experienced tragic loss with the death of Hoʻokipa — a female
adult Laysan albatross who was part of the first breeding pair to nest at Turtle Bay Makai — as well as 300
endangered yellow-faced bees and 106 trees. We also lost 2 acres of vital habitat for these native species.

The alleged actions of the developers/owners and their agents indicate intentional recklessness and carelessness that
violate state laws protecting these species and their habitat.

The alleged violations are very serious and deserve the substantial fines and remedies proposed by the agencies.

Mahalo for standing up for our native species and ecosystems and for supporting the proposed enforcement actions.

Sincerely,
Michael Rueli
HI 96816-2109
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From: arleen Velasco
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of fines Regarding C-5, C-6 and K-1
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 2:49:36 PM

Dear BLNR,

It is absolutely atrocious the female albatross was killed by a rock to the head. I take the walk to visit the
birds and thought is was sad enough that only 4 chicks hatched in that area this year, but the intentional
killing is inexcusable.  I also have pictures of the destruction of the dunes and vegetation and was
devastated at the sight when I saw it.  How could anyone ruin such a beautiful area especially knowing
that two endangered species made it their home.  Unreal.

Please fine them as much as you can.  That female albatross had a mate that is now alone and her loss
cannot be replaced nor can the bees be replaced.  They should also be placed in jail.

Sincerely,

Arleen Velasco
(808) 352-1616
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